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Shahal: Pto often new seanity ideas 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli minister said on Tuesday a 
Palestinian negotiator had proposed new ideas which cendd break 
, 2 deadlock in Israel -Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) talks 
over Israel’s withdrawal from the West Bank. Police Minister 
Morf* SiahaJ said Nabil Shaath, the top Palestinian negotiator 
proposed extended joint patrols and police stations shared by 
feradi and Palestinian security forces. "In a conversation with 
Nabil Shaath last Friday I was very encouraged by a proposal 
which he presented,” Mr. Shahal told reporters. "I must say it 
even surprised me to a certain extent to consider not only joint 
patrols by our forces and Palestinian police but also police stations 
which would be jointly operated both by our forces and Palestinian 
forces," he added. He did not give further details. Dr. Shaath was 
not immediately available for comment. 
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OIG condemns Israeli bin on Jerusalem 

DUBAI (R) — The Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
said on Tuesday a law passed by Israel limiting the actions of the 
Palestinian Authority in Jerusalem contravened the Jewish state's 
nr a fT accord with the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
live 51-member OIC also said in a statement sent to Reuters that 
the Islamic community was committed to a return of Jerusalem to 
Palestinian control as the basis for any peace in the region. "This 
decision impedes the progress of the peace process and con- 
travenes the agreement on implementing the declaration of 
principles on interim self-rule in the occupied Palestinian territor- 
ies," the OIC. The OIC “would like to confirm the stand of 
the' Umma... that a just and comprehensive solution to the 

conflict in the region must guarantee the return of A1 Quds to 
Palestinian sovereignty as the capital of the State of Palestine," the 
statement said. 
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^ Regent visits PSD 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Tuesday visited the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
where he met with PSD 
Director Lieutenant General 
Abdul Rahman A1 Adwan. 
Prince Hassan expressed 
satisfaction over the perform- 
ance of the PSD after being 
briefed on the services it 
offers to citizens. The meet- 
ing was attended by Sharif 
Fawwaz AI Zaben Abdullah, 
commander of the badia and 
border police forces. 
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5 hurt, 45 arrested in 
protest over settlement 

El Khader villagers demonstrate against 
Israeli confiscation of their ancestral land 


Jordan, Israel 
discuss transport 

TIBERIAS (Petra) — Jorda- 
nian and Israeli officials and 
experts held a meeting here 
on Tuesday to discuss 
transport-related issues in 
accordance with provisions of 
the Jordanian- Israeli peace 
treaty. The Jordanian side 
.was headed by Hani Al Mui- 
ld, -head of a follow-up com- 
mittee in charge of the imple- 
mentation of the peace trea- 
ty, while the Israeli side was 
chaired by Eli akim Ruben- 
stein. Dr. Mulki said the two 
sides will reach an agreement 
on transport by the end of. 
January. The follow-up com- 
mittee will hold another 
meeting during the first week 
of January'. The joint borders 
' committee also held a meet- 
. ing here and discussed 
border-delineation issues in 
' addition to fixing border 
signs. The various commit- 
tees on water, energy, health, 
communications and econo- 
mic affairs will hold meetings 
, in Tiberias and Deir Alla on 
Wednesday to discuss means 
of hnplcmentiae provisions 
of the treaty in these areas. 

Jordan denies 
report on pilgrims 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Salam Al Abbadi on 
Tuesday dismissed as base- 
less and totally inaccurate the 
reports carried by foreign 
media that Jordanian author- 
ities had refused to coordin- 
ate with the Palestinian Au- 
thority on passage through 
Jordanian territories of pil- 
grims from the West Bank 
and Gaza. Dr. Abbadi said 
his ministry stands ready to 
provide all facilities and ser- 
vices to West Bank and Gaza 
pilgrims. The minister said 
Jordan had not changed any 
of the procedures or arrange- 
ments followed in previous 
years. 

israel expels 
Nablus students to 
Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli army on 
Tuesday expelled 23 Palesti- 
nians studying in the occu- 
pied West Bank town of Nab- 
lus to the self-rule Gaza 
Strip, military sources said. 
The students, all from the 
Gaza Strip, did not have resi- 
dence permits for the West 
-frank which are issued by 
Israeli military authorities, 
they said. 

1 dead in Riyadh 
protest — IRNA 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia's security forces last ; 
week crushed a protest 
against King Fahd at Riyadh 
University, killing at least 
one student and wounding 
several others, the official 
Iranian news agency (IRNA) 
said Tuesday. IRNA. quoting 
independent sources in 
Riyadh, said the students de- 
monstrated on Dec. 20 chant- 
ing slogans against King Fahd 
and Crown Prince Abdullah 
before being “attacked by 
Royal Guard Forces.” “At 
least one student was killed 
and a number of students 
were injured during the de- 
monstration,” IRNA said in 
a despatch datelined 
Amman. 

Mubarak ratifies 

death sentence ~ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
. Tuesday ratified the death 
* sentences against Islamic 
militants convicted ot 
murdering two German tour- 
ists and two Egyptians at a 
Red Sea resort in September. 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — Five people 
were injured and 45 arrested 
Tuesday as Israeli forces dis- 
persed Palestinian and Israeli 
protesters trying to prevent 
settlers from building at a 
new West Bank site. 

Scuffles broke out when 
police and troops moved in to 
end a standoff between hun- 
dreds of settlers who want to 
build new homes north of 
their Ephrata settlement and 
200 Palestinians backed by 
left-wing Israeli protesters. 

Palestinian Local Govern- 
ment Minister Saeb Erakat 
who led the protest said the 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments at Ephrata and 
throughout the West Bank 
.narked the “graveyard of the 
peace process.” 

Villagers from El Khader 
were joined by Israelis from 
the “Peace No\y” movement 
and left-wing Hadash de- 
puties as they tried to block 
ground-clearing work by set- 
tlers using bulldozers on 40 
hectares of land. 

A human chain held up 
construction work during the 
day but Israeli soldiers later 
cleared the land — a hill next 
to Ephrata overlooking El 
Khader — to allow work to 


resume. 

One of the builders told 
Israeli radio that extra bull- 
dozers were on their way to 
speed np construction work. 

Dr. Erakat was one of five 
Palestinians hurt during the 
protest, and said he had been 
hit by an Israeli soldier. 

But he added: “That is not 
important. What is important 
is the suffering of these peo- 
ple. There is nothing they can 
do against Israelis stealing 
their land.” 

Some 45 Palestinians and 
Israelis were also arrested 
when security forces dragged 
them away from the land. 

An eyewitness said Knes- 
set member Tamar Gozansky 
was removed by police after 
she stood in front of the two 
bulldozers. 

Dr. Erakat said Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
was angry and Palestinians 
went to court on Tuesday to 
Mock the development. 

“This is our land. Yon 
have no right to bufid here,” 
Palestinian women shouted 
before the army drove them 
away. 

“If the settlements con- 
tinue, negotiations should 
stop. This is the only card 


that can save Palestinian 
land,” said Gfaassan Al Kha- 
tib, a former peace nego- 
tiator, at the site. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal said be would try and 
persuade settlers to give up 
the building plans. 

“I hope to convince them 
of the necessity to create a 
new situation. The Palesti- 
nians are our neighbours and 
we have a commitment not to 
set up new settlements in the 
interim stage,” he told repor- 
ters as be went to meet set- 
tlers from Ephrata. 

The Palestinians say they 
hold the deeds to the land 
proving ownership well be- 
fore the creation of the Jew- 
. ish state in 1948, and say the 
development is an entirely 
new settlement and not just 
an extension of Ephrata. 

They say the project is part 
of Israel’s aim to build Jewish 
homes throughout “greater 
Jerusalem,” extending south- 
wards to Bethlehem and 
northwards towards Ramal- 
lah and Jericho. 

The Palestinian self-rule 
authority has said it will take 
the issue of settlements to the 
United Nations as anger 
grows at .plans to build 
thousands more settlers' 


Israel hopes for Gulf ties 
after Rabin trip to Oman 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel is hoping for a di- 
plomatic breakthrough in the 
Gulf in the wake of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
trail-blazing visit to Oman, 
the first by a head of govern- 
ment from the Jewish state. 

Mr. Rabin, who returned 
to Israel at dawn Tuesday, 
declared: “There are open- 
ings in various parts of the 
Arab World.” 

■He praised the “courage 
and imagination” of Oman's 
Sultan Qaboos for becoming 
the first Gulf Arab leader to 
host an Israeli prime minis- 
ter. 

The trip would be an “en- 
couragement of the continua- 
tion of the peace process,” he 
said. 

Israel has no official ties 
with any of the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states — Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

But Israeli television said it 
I could take the first step to-' 


wards full diplomatic ties 
with Oman by opening in- 
terest sections in Tel Aviv 
and Muscat in early 1995. 

Mr. Rabin, who left Tel 
Aviv for Oman secretly on 
board an air force plane 
Monday, discussed the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
bilateral ties with Sultan 
Qaboos, state radio reported. 

“I look at it (the Sultan’s 
invitation) as an encourage- 
ment to the peace process, to 
the negotiations that have to 
be concluded to achieve a 
comprehensive peace,” Mr. 
Rabin said on his return. 

“I believe that the courage 
of His Majesty the Sulttn and 
his imagination in inviting the 
prime minister of Israel to 
visit, the first visit by an 
Israeli prime minister in any 
one of the countries of the 
Arabian Peninsula,” Mr. 
Rabin said, adding: ‘T be- 
lieve that we should be 
thankful to him.” 

Mr. Rabin said the purpose 
of Sultan Qaboos was to 
“strengthen, to give backing 


for the continuation of the 
peace process ... to express 
satisfaction about agreements 
that have been signed ... and 
to encourage the continua- 
tion of the peace negotiations 
with Syria and Lebanon and 
of course to conclude the 
negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians.” 

“He did it in encourage- 
ment of the continuation of 
the peace process, with the 
purpose to achieve a compre- 
hensive peace with all the 
partners to the peace negotia- 
tions, that is with the Palesti- 
nians, Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon.” 

Israeli television reported 
that Israel and Oman have 
had discreed contacts for 18 
years. 

The official Omani News 
Agency (ONA) reported 
that: “The Omani sovereign 
and the Israeli prime minister 
met to give a boost to the 
Middle East peace process 
and to support efforts to se- 

(Continued on page 3) 


Yeltsin tells troops to 
‘finish job’ in Chechenya 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
president Boris Yeltsin on 
Tuesday told the Russian 
armed forces to press on and 
finish the job of disarming 
nationalist groups in 
Chechenya, saying the break- 
away region posed ahuge 
threat to Russia’s stability. 

But Mr. Yeltsin, speaking 
in a nationwide television 
address, softened his hardline 
message by saying he tad 
ordered a bait to air raids that 
could cause civilian casual- 

0< TT je deaths of dozens of 
civilians in air raids on the 
Chechen capital Grozny have 
prompted international con- 

^Tbe Russian army mean- 
while blazed at Chechen posi- 
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£e uT»hich would give 


Russian gunners a free hand 
to attack Grozny, soldiers 
said. 

Russian forces could be 
heard bombing or shelling 
the positions around the 
clock and the Chechens, 
fighting in sub-zero tempera- 
tures, said they were expect- 
ing a massive helicopter 
gimship and tank assault. 

“They will probably try to 
-storm ns tonight, said Aslan 
Shabazov, one of the soldiers 
resting near a pair of 
armoured cars in the lee of 
the summit. 

The Karpinslri hill is about 
10 kilometres from the city 
centre and Chechen defen- 
ders, using Grad rockets; 
heavy machine guns ana. 
assault rifles, said they would 
die before giving up the 
strategic position. 

“If they get here, they'll 
shell the city and there will be 
even more civ ilians killed. 
They will not get here, we 
will fight to the end," said 
Heizar Hadjukayev, a 
bearded soldier wearing a ski 
hat and camouflage jacket. 


A senior Moscow Defence 
Ministry official told Interfax 
news agency that once the 
weather improved the air 
force planned to use high- 
precision laser-guided bombs 
against military targets. 

“The use of high-precision 
weapons means we can vir- 
tually exclude the chance of 
causing ci vilian casualties,” 
he said. 

The bombs were so accu- 
rate that they could be 
planted within two to three 
metres of the target, he 
added. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he had 
ordered a halt on “bombing 
raids which can lead .to 
casualties among the erri^n 
population of.Gronzy.” 

.. The Kremlin leader said he 
had sent thousands of troops 
and hundreds of armoured 
vehicles into the North Cau- 
casus territory to ensure the 
future of the entire Russian 
Federation and would not 
end their mission until order 
had been restored. 

(Continued on page 7) 


homes in the West Bank in 
the next few years. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yassir Sand from the 
left-wing Meretz joined the 
storm Tuesday, telling Israel 
Radio he was against the 
creation of a new district at 
Ephrata “as we can’t negoti- 
ate with the Palestinians 
while confiscating their 
lands.” 

Communications Minister 
Shulamit Aloni, also from 
Meretz, accused the settlers 
of “stealing land by armed 
force.” 

But the settlers at Ephrata 
claim they have legal deeds 
proving that the land is “com- 
munal property” and does 
not belong to private citizens. 

Last year the settlement, 
which has 5,000 inhabitants, 
was given the legal go-abead 
to build 500 new homes on 
the disputed land. 

Mr. Arafat's spokesman 
Nabil Abo Rudeina on Tues- 
day said the Israeli govern- 
ment and army were “col- 
laborating with the settlers in 
stealing land from its legal 
owneis.” 

These measures “confirm 
Israel’s wish to hamper the 

(Continued on page 3) 

ICarbon 
monoxide 
kills 3 
children 
in Zarqa 

By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Three chil- 
dren were killed and their 
parents were listed in critic- 
al condition after inhaling 
carbon monoxide in Ojan 
area in Zarqa, the Civil 
Defence Department said 
Tuesday. 

Captain Farid Share’, 
director of the public rela- 
tions department at the 
CDD, said the five- 
member family went to 
sleep Monday night and 
left the kerosene heater lit 
in a small room. 

“There wasn’t enough air 
circulation in the room and 
the family was inhaling car- 
bon monoxide,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

The official said that the 
family was discovered 
Tuesday noon by neigh- 
bours and relatives when 
they went to check for the 
family because “it was un- 
usual not to see any of 
them around the neigh- 
bourhood.” 

All five were rushed to 
Jabal AI Zayton Hospital 
in Zarqa. All three children 
were declared dead on 
arrival. The parents, 
Salameh Rawasbdeh and 
his wife Widad Moham- 
mad, both 30, were listed in 
critical condition, but were 
expected to survive, the 
CDD said. 

The dead were identified 
as Mohammad Rawasb- 
deh, 30 months, Majd, two 
years and Mohanad, 1 
year. 

Capt. Share’ said that 
despite repeated warnings 
via radio and television ab- 
out the dangers of gas and 
kerosene' stoves, “we still 
see the same accidents on a 
daily basis.” . 

"Every day there are re- 
ports of suffocation. Some- 
times it causes death to 
innocent people, and it 
seems that -people do not 
abide by die safety mes- 
sages we send through the 
media,” he said. 

Also on Tuesday, a huge 

(Continued on page 7) 





Hk Royal ntgfcnmx Crown Prince Hassan Salam Mqali and senior officials on Tuesday 
mtw tfie frnrti as Regent in the presence erf His shortly before the King left for Austria on a 
Majesty giw E Hussein, Prime Minister Abdul several-day visit (Petra photo) 

King heads for Austria for 
check-ups on ear problem 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Israeli leader to a Gulf Israel’s foreign ministry. 

Majesty King Hussein left Arab state and Mr. Rabin said in Amman that the 

for Austria on Tuesday on said he hoped it would team offered Israeli know- 

a several day visit during strengthen Middle East how in . health, education 

which he will undergo peace moves (see separate and agriculture, 

check-ups for an infection story). Mr. Bentsur said: We 

in his middle ear. King Hussein warned are doing our utmost to 

The Austrian news agen- Jordanians on Monday not develop relations because 

cy APA reported Mng to expea swift economic this peace is very dear to 

Hussein was due for an gains from (he treaty with us.” 

operation to correct an ear Israel, which ended 46 King Hiusein was seen 
problem. years of hostilities. off upon his departure for 

APA, quoting sources in Many Jordanians say AustriabyHisRoyalHigh- 
the office of the governor they are disappointed to ness Prince Mohammad, 

of Styrian province, Josef see no immediate cash flow Ms Royal Highness Crown 

Krainer, said King Hussein into the economy: Some Prince Hassan.' Their Royal 

would be treated at the ear Jordanian deputies accuse Highnesses Pnnce Abdul- 

niinir of Graz Hospital. the government of wrongly lah Ben Al Hussein, Prince 


'Rabin briefc King 

.Before his departure, the 
King was contacted by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, who briefed 
him on a groundbreaking 
trip the Israeli leader made 
to Oman. 

“It (the phone call) 
lasted 15 minutes,” Mr. 
Rabin's adviser Benny 
Cohen said in occupied 
Jerusalem. “He (Rabin) 
brought him (the King) np 
to date on his trip to 
Oman.” 

Mr. Rabin flew secretly 
to Oman on Monday ana 
returned on Tuesday. It 
was the first visit by an 


Israeli leader to a Gulf 
Arab state and Mr. Rabin 
said he hoped it would 
strengthen Middle East 
peace moves (see separate 
story). 

King Hussein warned 
Jordanians on Monday not 
to expea swift economic 
gains from (he treaty with 
Israel, which ended 46 
years of hostilities. 

Many Jordanians say 
they are disappointed to 
see no immediate cash flow 
into the economy: Some 
Jordanian deputies accuse 
the government of wrongly 
promising instant prosper- 
ity and higher standards of 
living. 

Earlier on Tuesday, 
Israel’s Haaretz newspaper 
quoted Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali as 
urging Israel to accelerate 
implementation of econo- 
mic aspects of their peace 
accords. 

Dr. Majali, who met an 
Israeli foreign ministry 
team in Amman on Sun- 
day, was quoted by 
Haaretz as saying the 
Jordanian people had yet 
to see dividends from the 
peace treaty. 

Eytan Bentsur, senior 
deputy director general of 


Israel's foreign ministry, 
said in Amman that the 
team offered Israeli know- 
how in health, education 
and agriculture. 

Mr. Bentsur said: “We 
are doing our utmost to 
develop relations because 
this peace is very dear to 
us.” 

King Hussein was seen 
off upon his departure for 
Austria by His Royal High- 
ness Prince Mohammad, 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Al Hussein, Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein and 
Prince Rashid Ben Al Has- 
san. 

Also seeing off the King 
were Prime Minister Ma- 
jali, the speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, senior Royal Court 
officials, and Cabinet 
ministers. 

The Crown Prince was 
sworn to serve as Regent 
prior to the King's depar- 
ture. 

The King is accompanied 
by Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Ali Ben AJ Hussein 
and Prince Hamzeh Ben Al 
Hussein. 


4 priests killed in Algeria 
as France probes hijack 

Dynamite found aboard stormed plane; 
hijackers planned suicide mission in Paris 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
Algerian conflict deepened 
Tuesday with the murder of 
four foreign missionaries, as 
French authorities revealed 
that Algerian hijackers had 
wired up a French Airbus 
with djmanrite before the 
plane was stormed. 

France also said the hijack- 
ers had planned a suicide 
missi on over Paris. 

“The objective of the ter- 
rorists was a suicide opera- 
tion over Paris,” Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua told 
reporters. 

Mr. Pasqua gave no details 
but the hijackers, who com- 
mandeered the Air France 
Airbus 300 in Algiers on 
Saturday and insisted all 
along on flying to Paris, could 
have planned to crash the 
plane on the French capital. 

Algerian singer Cesar 
Ferhat, a passenger on the 
plane, said police told him 
released hostages had over- 
heard the hijackers whisper- 
ing about the plan among 
themselves. 

In what may have been a 
revenge attack for the killing 
on Monday of the four hi- 
jackers by elite French com- 
mandos, four Catholic 
| priests, three of them French 
and one Belgian, were mur- 
dered in northern Algeria' on 
Tuesday. 

Algeria blamed fun- 
damentalist guerrillas for the 
murders. 

The French interior minis- 
try said the hijackers had 
planted abont 20 sticks of 
dynamite beneath seats of the 
Air France plane, which stop- 


ped in tiie southern French 
port of Marseille, half-way to 
Paris, because it was short of 
fuel. 

The hijackers bad killed 
three passengers and released 
69 others while the plane was 
on the tarmac at Algiers air- 
port. 

French officials were aware 
the hijackers had dynamite, 
leading them to order the 
risky storming as the Airbus 
300 sat on a runway at 
Marseille's Marignane air- 
port. 

Four former hostages said 
the guerrillas had removed 
the bundles of dynamite from 
under the seats and examined 
them several times during the 
Christmas drama, as if to 
make sure passengers were 
aware of them. 

Co-pilot Jean-Paul Border- 
ie told Prime Minister 
Edouard Ball ad ur one of the 
bundles of dynamite was just 
behind his seat. Mr. Borderie 
was recuperating from a 
broken thigh suffered when 
he jumped out of the cockpit 
window during the storming. 

Two other hostages told 
Reuters they suspected two 
of their fellow passengers had 
been accomplices to the hi- 
jackers. They said these pas- 
sengers had taken seats in the 
rear of the aircraft every time 
the hijackers went to the 
front of the plane, as if help- 
ing them to keep an eye on 
thin gs. 

Officials would not com- 
ment on the allegation. 
Police were still questioning 
some passengers at a Marseil- 
le hotel. 


“The investigation is con- 
tinuing,” Mr. Pasqua said. 

The four priests killed in 
Algeria on Tuesday were 
members of the “Peres 
Blancs” (White Fathers) 
order. 

The official Algerian news 
agency APS said the four 
were killed by Islamic Fun- 
damentalist guerrillas. 

Algerian security forces 
immediately launched a 
search for the “terrorist 
group," a term used by au- 
thorities for Islamic rebels, 
APS said. 

In Rome, the priests' order 
said they were trying to find 
out exactly what happened. 

The killings took to 76 the 
number of foreigners killed in 
Algeria since the Islamic 
Armed Group (GIA). which 
has claimed responsibility for 
the hijacking, ordered all 
foreigners more than a year 
ago to leave or face death. 
Twenty-six of those killed 
were French. 

APS named the French 
priests as Jean-Marie Chevil- 
lard, 69. Alain Dieulangard, 
75, and Christian ChesseT, 36. 
It said the Belgian was 
Charles Deckers, aged 70. 

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
killing the four priests, but 
the murders could be tit-for- 
tat revenge for the French 
police killing of the four hi- 
jackers at Marseille airport. 
GIA guerrillas have killed 
European clerics before. 

The foreign ministry said in 
a statement French author- 

(Cominued on page 7) 
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Amman protesters demand 
U.N. intervention in Chechenya 


Bj a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — About 200 
Jordanian women and chil- 
dren mostly of Chechen ori- 
gin on Tuesday staged a 
demonstration in front of 
’ the U.N. offices in Amman 
demanding an immediate 
end to the Russian military 
intervention in the break- 
away Chechen republic. 

Holding aloft banneis de- 
nouncing the two-week-old 
Russian military assualt on 
the republic and siege of the 
capital Grozny, the protes- 
ters called for immediate 
United Nations interven- 
tion to end the crisis in the 
Caucasian republic. 

It was the latest demon- 
stration by the IS ,000- 
strong Jordanian Chechen 
community in support of 
Chechen President 
Dzjokhar Dudayev, who 
has challenged Russian 
domination of his republic. ■ 

“Russia get out of Chech- 
nya,’' said a banner held by 
a small girl who had a white 
bandana dotted with red to 
symbolise the Chechen 
fighters injured in the fight- 
ing with Russian troopers. 

Another poster had a car- 
ricature of Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin with a 
gun pointed at his head. 

The protesters dispersed 
peacefully after handing 
over a memorandum 
addressed to U.N. 

* Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali and handed over to 
an official at the United 
Nations office. 


The memo, signed by 
Said Beano, chair man of 
the Jordanian Committee 
for the Support of the Peo- 
ple of the Independent 
Caucasian Chechen Repub- 
lic, called on Dr. Ghali to 
use his “goodwill and effort 
to stop of the Russian army, 
which is exercising its might 
against the peace loving and 
fiercely independent 
Chechen nation.” 

Recalling the history of 
the Chechens as the “ori- 
ginal Caucasian race which 
inhabited Chechnya for 
several thousands years” 
and a people who has paid a 
heavy price for their free- 
dom, the memorandum 
said that the “current strug- 
gle for the independence of 
Chechnya is not an internal 
affair of the Russian Fed- 
eration,” 

“It is the exercise of the 
right every nation to live in 
freedom and peace, includ- 
ing all the nations of the 
Russian Caucasus which 
have suffered from Russian 
colonialism for almost 150 
years,” said the memo, a 
copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times. 

“This nation lost 75 per 
cent of its population resist- 
ing the Russian invasion in 
a long fight for freedom 
during the period 1785- 
1864. In 1918, Chechenya 
and other neighbouring na- 
tions formed the indepen- 
dent federal republic of 
North Caucasus which was 
recognised by many Euro- 
pean countries including 


Bolshevik Russia,” it said. 

“However, communist 
Russia invaded this repub- 
lic, in 1922, this time result- 
ing in the loss of 30 per cent 
of the Chechen population. 
Again, in 1944, Stalin de- 
ported the whole Chechen 
nation to Siberia where 50 
per cent of the population 
perished from hunger, dis- 
ease and genocide. Those 
.who managed to survive 
this holocaust were allowed 
to return to their ancestral 
homeland in 1957. 

“We all recognise the 
great contributions made 
by President Yeltsin to- 
wards the abolishment of 
the evil communist system 
and the dismantling of the 
Soviet Union empire giving 
a nominal independence to 
the CIS member states.” 
the memo said. “However, 
his recent actions against 
the Republic of Chechenya 
resulting in the killing of a 
large number of children, 
women and elderly people 
is not compatible with hu- 
man rights or with wise and 
stable leadership.” 

“Mr. Yeltsin, might be 
behaving like an old Rus- 
sian Tzar, but what is sur- 
prising is the negative posi- 
tion taken by the world at 
large towards the independ- 
ence of Chechnya in con- 
ridering this issue as a inter- 
nal Russian affair,” it 
added. 

“Many of us in Jordan 
and the Arab World are 
beginning to raise ’ques- 
tions” as to how the U.N. 
agreed that Russia has the 


Children bolding banner* denouncing the 
intervention is Cheches?* stage a protest fat 
Tuesday (photo by Yousef Allan I 



right to "colonise and en- 
slave whole nations fore- 
ver.” why the world sup- 
port the " freedom of the 
Baltic countries while de- 
nying it others, and "will 
the United Nations ever be 
able to consistently live up 
to its humanitarian char- 
ter.” said the two-page 
memo. 

Noting that the Jordanian 
committee in support of 
Chechen independence in- 
cludes Muslims as well as 


Christians, the memo said: : 
"Wc are surprised by the j 
absence of am t-raicd SV j 
Lons peace efforts in the 
North Caucasus region, 
particularly when onliam 
arc mdacrijsuiuticly bom- 
barded and exterminated. ” 
“Wc look forward to 
seeing the United Natron, 
under your guidance, m- 
voKctncni in onngmg free- 
dom and peace to tha trou- 
bled North Caucasus re- 
gion,” it concluded. 


Lebanese 
suspect 
In bombing 
blames 
Israel 

BEIRUT f AFP) — A 
Lebanese woman m Israel’s 
pay was arrested m connec- 
tion with a deadly bombing 
here k u week which kilted 
fosr people, mdodwig a key 
Hixbo&ah security chief, a 
high-ranking L eb anese offi- 
curi said an Tuesday. 

The official, who declined 
to be named, told AFP rhy 
tbe investigation into the 
Dec. 21 batnbuog in Bonn's 
southern suburbs revealed 
that to “Israeli netw or k” was 
behind the attack. 

A Lebanese woman was 
arrested and testified that an 
isrecK officer headed the 
aBcged network whose aim 
was to carry out a string of 
boa to Attacks, in Lebanon, 
the official said. 

Tbe woman's Lebanese 
husband, who is also a mem- 
ber of the gang, fled to 
Brad's sdMedared “secur- 
ity zone” in South Lebanon 
after tire bombing. 


NEWS IN 


hex the bombing. 

Two other people who 
were arrested following the 
attack have been released af- 
ter questioning. 

The blast killed four peo- 
ple mdudrag Fuad Mogb- 
myefe. a security chief in the 
Iranian-backed Hizbotlah 
movement, and wounded 14 
others. 

The 50-kilogramme bomb 
was placed m the deasdy- 
populated Sfeir neighbour- 
hood of tbe southern s&b- 
ttfc*. * stronghold of Hizbol- 
iafc. 


Tourism banned in Egyptian desert 

CAIRO (AF?) — Tourism has been Nmnrd w Eppft 
desert regions for five years in order To pn’ta*'* endanger 
specks w animals, Tuesday's tdbtio:ta of A l A brass 
reported. The Organisation for Environmental Protection 
has announced its decision which ivmn info effect Mood** 
to Arab embassies in Cairo and Fg>p*ian cmbamni £ 
other Arab countries, the paper wutf Officially huathqj j, 
banned in the Smai desert and Egypt’s western daetrt 
region near the border with Libya. Howtwr. hunter* «- 
mainly wealthy Gulf Arabs — obtain pernnasHW & gpQa 
tourist trips into the desert and then hunt arumab sn as, 
white gazelles and rabbits. In the last five yean around I 
thousand gazelles have been killed by some 120 huasonfe 
Egypt's western Mam Marruh region, according to pdfo 
who accompany the hunters. 

Israel! army gets first code of ethics 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The first code of eth has been 
published for the Israeli army, the head of army personnel 
said here Monday. Genera! Yorsm Yair told a press 
conference the code had taken three years to draw- up and 
“crowned the experience of several generations of Israeli 
soldiers and those from other armies around the world, ” It 
was based on “the traditions of the Jewish people and the { 
Kate of Israel, as well as democratic values and those of the 
Tfcahal (Israeli army),** the general said. It was particularly 
aimed at young soldiers, he added. "The ultimate aim of 
Israeli troops, is to defeat in war and to achieve missions 
assigned to them. That brings them face to face with 
extreme and conflicting situations when it comes to 
values.” the codcsays.lt calls on troops to show courage, 
commitment and initiative in their mtvuons and cresses uic 
need to respect human life. 

Calm slaughtered for Palestinian police wake ^ 

GAZA (R) — The commander of the Palestinian police 
foree in sen-ruk Gaza slaughtered caNes and served a feast 
to hundreds at a funeral wake for his mother at police 
headquarters cm Monday, a senior police officer said. "Our 
generous people donated three calves for free.” said a 
pohee colonel, who asked not to be named. The wake was 
odd for the mother of police chief Brigadier General Ghazi 
At-Jabali, who died in Amman. The colonel said more than 
2.000 people attended the feast that included the freshlv- 
cooked veal as well as other Middle Eastern delicacies. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tet 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:* PoDanrris 

17:M... “Que Le Meflkmr Gagne"’ 

I W0 Embartraemcot Porte I 

lrite News in French 

193* 

.Practical Guide to the Uarvcnc 

Verities 

ZOM .... F.B.fc The Untold Stories 
■ 2fc3t .................. Q i uhW h i f 

’ 21:15 The Deep Probe 

22£i News in F-n glnh 

70$ FfasGrcfc 

2Sslt._ The Pigfct F3es 

MtAYER TIMES 

•5*6 Fair 

: 0fc2S (Sunrise) Data 

1 1 :35 Dfanhr 

1*19 -Aw 

1641 Maghreb 

lfcte .. Trim 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Naaan t h Church 
SweUkb, TeL 810740 
i A raembfcs of God Chare*, TeL 

632785. 

St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Chan* of the Amnmdatfcm TeL 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church TeL 661757 
Tcrrasancta Charch TeL- 622366 
Church of the Ammndadm TeL 
623541. 


Anffcaa Church TeL 630851. TeL 
628543. 

Aimcmhm Catbolc Chart* TeL 

771331. 

Arraeafaa Ortfcadox Chra-ck TeL 

775261. 

Sl Ephraim CM TeL 77 1751. 

Anna XaCnatioari Church TeL 

652526. 

a-g** “«■ O-rch Td: 

824328. 

GrrampraldaB Eraa^rikal Cw- 
gregarian TeL 6S4J9S 
The Charch «f Jcm CbrfcC ml 
Latter-Day Sriatt TeL 654932 
Church of Suzarae TeL6?S69l. 
The Evmpdkad Load CM lu 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


TeL 811295 


WEATHER 


bv rix Dvpmit- 


BaOerin s 

mnrT gf I 


The Kingdom wffl be affected by 
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erate. 
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Untish Airways has now become the firsr airline to 
introduce a Frequent Flyer programme tor Middle Ejst 
pisscngcis travel! int; on First Class. Club World and 
World Traveller excursion tares. 
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H.R.H. Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent, Ttaesday visits with leaders of the 


Christian community to wish them and 
their congregations a merry Christmas. 


Regent visits Christian leaders 
on occasion of Christmas 


AMMAN (Petra) — H.R.H. 
Crown Prmce Hassan, the 
Regent, Tuesday wished the 
heads of the Christian com- 
munities a merry Christmas, 
noting that the holiday this 
year coincides with the Mus- 
lim feast of A 1 Israa and 
Miraj making it a doubly 
joyous season for the entire 
Jordanian family. 

Speaking during a visit to 
( the Greek Orthodox Patriar- 
chate in Sweifieh, the Regent 
■said he was also conveying 
holiday greetings from His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

— “We share with you your 
joy at Christmas, and 
together we remember die 
Islamic-Christian co- 
existence and close relations 
over centuries,” said Prince 
Hassan at his meeting with 
Patriarch Diodorus II, Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch of Jeru- 
salem, Bishop S alim Sayegh, 
head of die Roman Catholic 
community in Jordan and 
Father Nabil Haddad, a 


Greek Catholic priest and 
head of the Jordan Caritas, as 
well as a group of prominent 
Christian citizens. 

‘We live as a united family 
in these holy lands, and we 
both work together towards 
deepening onr faith in a cli- 
mate characterised by affec- 
tion and solidarity/’ said 
Prince Hassan. 

He added that the time has 
come for all the world’s na- 
tions to live in peace. 

Referring to a message he 
received Tuesday from Pope 
John Paul n, the Regent said 
that the pontiff spoke of 
humanitarian issues, the role 
of women and the need to 
educate all members of socie- 
ty. 

The Crown Prince said he 
hoped that by next Christmas 
the whole world would recog- 
nise the foil rights of the 
Arab citizens tiring in this 
region and that all would 
enjoy a free and dignified 
life. 


Greek Orthodox priest 
Adib Amman delivered an 
address on behalf of the 
Christian community leadeis 
reaffirming all their con- 
gregations’ allegiance to the 
Hashemite throne, pledging 
to work together towards 
safeguarding peaceful 
coexistence with all other 
communities and 
the nation under the 
enhip of King Hussein. 

Father Adib said the Re- 
gent’s visit reflected ttie 
Hashemite family’s deter- 
mination to ensuring justice, 
equality and freedom for all 
Jordanian citizens. 

The Regent was accompa- 
nied on the visit by his advi- 
sor Mohammad Saqqaf and 
the director of his office, 
Michel Hamarneh, along 
with Sheikh Izzeddin A1 Kha- 
tib Al Tamimi, die chief Isla- 
mic justice and Minister of 
Awqaf, and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Salam Al Abbadi. 


Jordan, U.S. draft extradition 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
U.S. officials have drawn 
up a draft memorandum of 
understanding on extradi- 
tion of criminals between 
the two countries. Informa- 
tion Minister Jawad Anani 
said Tuesday. 

Dr. Anam said the docu- 
ment, prepared after dis- 
cussions between a senior 
Jordanian Justice Minis try 
delegation and State De- 
partment officials in 
Washington, had to be rati- 
fied by the two govern- 
ments before its endorse- 
ment as a formal extradi- 
tion treaty. 

Asked what were the de- 
tails of the draft accord. 
Dr. Anani would only say 
that “there are different 
standard forms of extradi- 
tion treaties” and that par- 
ticulars of the Jordanian- 
U.S. document would be 
studied by the government. 


The Arabic-language 
daily, Al Aswaq, quoted 
Judge Adeeb Jalamdeh, 
who headed the justice 
ministry team to the talks 
in Washington last week, as 
raying that the draft accord 
feted all crimes for which 
extradition would be ap- 
plicable. 

However, it excludes 
political crimes and violent 
crimes committed against 
the heads of state of the 
two countries or any of 
their family members, Mr. 
Jalamdeh was quoted as 
saying. 

Confirming that the two 
countries were involved in 
discussions on an extradi- 
tion treaty. Justice Minister 
Hisham Al Tel said early 
this month that he expected 
the document to be final- 
ised and ratified by the two 
governments in January. 

Mr. Jalamdeh, who was 
accompanied by Judge 
Masboor Kook to the 
Washington talks, also told 
Al Aswaq that the prop- 


osed extradition treaty 
would not have a time limit 
and would take retroactive 
effect. 

However, it would not be 
applicable to Jordanian 
Mohammad Abeqna, who 
is in detention in Jordan 
charged with killing his 
wife in the U.S. and fleeing 
with his children to the 
.Kingdom to escape U.S. 
police, Mr. Jalamdeh said. 
He explained that no sus- 
pect or accused in Jordan 
under investigation by a 
Jordanian court would be 
covered by the proposed 
extradition agreement. 

The U.S. government 
has sought the extradition 
’of Mr. Abequa, whom 
U.S. law enforcement au- 
thorities have .accused of 
strangling bis wife in a dis- 
pute over their two chil- 
dren in July. Mr. Abequa, 
who was arrested by Jorda- 
nian security forces ou July 
20 and has reportedly con- 
fessed to the murder, is 
expected to be tried by a 


Jordanian court. No date 
has been set. 

U.S. law enforcement 
officials have visited Jordan 
several times to follow up 
on the case. The U.S. 
ambassador here, Wesley 
Egan, has said that he 
would continue to press the 
Jordanian government to 
extradite Mr. Abequa. 

In fact, it was the Abe- 

S ua case that prompted 
ordani an- American talks 
on an extradition treaty be- 
tween the two countries af- 
ter U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, 
nudged by intervennon by 
American congressmen, 
brought up the case during 
discussions with His Majes- 
ty King Hussein in July. 

The two Abequa chil- 
dren, a girl of six and a boy 
of three, were returned to 
the U.S. with their maternal 
aunt in August. 

Meanwhile, officials here 
could not confirm or deny a 
report that the Jordanian 


government had asked 
Washington to extradite 
Mohammad Khalifa, a 
Saudi Arabian national be- 
lieved to be living in : the 
U.S. and sentenced, to 
death in absemia by the 
Jordanian State Security 
Court in a subversion trial 
that ended last week. 

Mr. Khalifa, a close rela- 
tive to Saudi/Yemeni mil- 
lionaire Osama Ben Laden 
who is accused of bankroll- 
ing extremist groups in the 
Arab World, was sent- 
enced to death along with 
10 others in the trial. A 
Jordanian and an Ontani 
were also sentenced in 
absentia to death by jfoe 
court. 

Junior-level officials here 
said they were not aware of 
any Jordanian request 'for 
Mr. Khalifa's extradition 
from the U.S. At the same 
time, they said it was also 
possible that the Jordanian 
government could have 
done so. 


Some dairy prices to go up; 
producers call off strike 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff 'Reporter 
AMMAN — A dispute be- 
tween dairy producers and 
the Ministry of Supply over 
dairy prices Tuesday ended 
with the producers calling off 
a strike planned for today. 

A spokesman for the dairy 
producers made the 
announcement Tuesday fol- 
lowing a series of meetings 
with ministry officials which 
lasted more than two weeks. 

Saleh Al Ra’i, a spokes- 
man for the producers, said 
that Minister of Simply Adel 
Qudah had agreed to raise 
the prices of several dairy 
products, including a half- 
kilogramme of yogurt from 
210 fils to 220 fils and a 
half-kilogramme of labaneh 


from 690 fils to 720. 

Tbe agreement stipulates 
that the new prices will go 
into effect at the start of 
1995, according to Mr. Ra’i. 

The dairy producers had 
warned that they would stop 
production starting today un- 
less they were allowed to 
raise the prices. They com- 
plained that the prices set by 
the minis try no longer re- 
flected tbe real cost of pro- 
duction and that as a result 
they were incurring losses. 

Mr. Qudah met with a 
committee representing the 
dairy producers Monday 
evening during which the 
issue was reviewed and the 
producers presented proof 
that their production costs 
had risen sharply in the past 


few months. 

The minister said that the 
hike in prices of certain dairy 
products was necessary to en- 
able the dairy firms to con- 
tinue production. 

He was quoted by the com- 
mittee members as saying 
that the Ministry of Supply 
would be ready to re-examine 
the situation should the cost 
of production rise again. 

Mr. Ra'i said the producers 
appreciated the minister’s re- 
sponse to their demands, 
adding that the committee 
later held a meeting at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
and declared the strike can- 
celled. 

Jordan bas 10 major dairy 
firms producing about 150 to 
170 tonnes of milk products 


Poultry farmers protest 
animal feed ‘shortage’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Poultry 

fanners gathered at the-.- 
Ministry of Supply animal ■_ 
feed distribution centre at ,: - 
Jweideh, south of Amman, 
Tuesday to protest what they 
said were insufficient 
amounts of feed, especially 
com in the past week. 

The majority of the far- 
mers signed a petition and 
sent it to Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali explain- 
ing that the shortage of anim- 
al feed would adversely affect 
their business. 

Some fanners claimed that 
the centre was conducting a 
year end inventory, and thus 
temporarily suspended the 
distribution of animal feed. 

In their petition to the 
Prime Minister, the farmers 
said that they would resort to 
buying flour, semolina and 
wheat to feed their animals, 
adding that they feared that 
many of tbe birds would die. 

The petition, which urged 
the premier to intervene on 
their behalf, said that the 
Ministry of Supply’s practice 
would create what they called 
a black market, which, they 
said, would force tbe farmers 
to abandon their businesses 
altogether. 

The fanners demanded 


that the distribution centres 
"be opened and that sufficient 
com be made available for 
sale. 

In reply. Ministry of Supp- 
ly Secretary General Mustafa 
Khleifat said that corn was in 
sufficient supply at the minis- 
try’s silos. 

He also said that a vessel 
laden with 50,000 tonnes of 
corn is due to dock at Aqaba 
on Jan. 5, and tbe ministry 
has floated a tender for the 
importation of 100,000 
tonnes of com before tbe end 
of next month. 

Mr. Khleifat said that Jor- 
dan’s monthly need of corn 
for animal feed is 25,000 ton- 
nes. 

Noting that the ministry 
maintains a six-month supply 
of animal feed. Mr. Khleifat 
stressed that there was no 
truth in rumours that the 
ministry intended to raise the 
price of com. 

He charged that some far- 
mers try to buy additional 
amounts of corn so that they 
can sell it in tbe black mar- 
ket, and the ministry was 
determined to prevent this 
sort of illicit activity. 

Mr. Khleifat announced 
also that tbe ministry null 
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Poultry farmers Tuesday gather outside the Jweideh animal feed distribution centre to protest what they 
see as insufficient supplies of feed (Petra photo) 


stop selling all kinds of food 
stuffs and anim al feed for 


three days starting Wednes- 
day to allow for the annual 


inventory by joint commit- 
tees from the ministries of 


Supply and Finance and the 
Audit Bureau. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet raises doctors’ allowance 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday 
raised the doctors’ allowance to 100 per cent 
of the base salary for specialists and 30 per 
cent for general practidtionere, according to 
Health Minister Aref Batayneh. The minister 
said the increase was necessary to ensure 
equity. The raise will take effect as of January 
1995, Dr. Batayneh said. 

Senate refers budget to committee 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of 


Parliament Tuesday referred the draft fiscal 
budget for 1995 to its Finance Committees. 
The budget was passed Monday by the Lower 
House after a three-day debate attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and 
Cabinet ministers. The Upper House also 
elected Senator Ahmad Tarawneh as second 
deputy speaker in accordance with Article 6 
of the Upper House statute. The Senate 
meeting under Speaker Ahmad Lawn, also 
elected Qasim Obeidat as member of the 
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee. The Sen- 
ate session was attended by the Prime Minis- 
ter and Cabinet ministers. 


Israel hopes for Gulf ties 




cure a comprehensive and 
fair peace in the region." 

In Damascus, Palestinian 
opponents of the peace pro- 
cess condemned Mr. Rabin’s 
visit as a “dangerous step on 
the road to normalisation” 
between Israel and Arab 
states. 

A statement issued by a 
10-member Palestinian 
alliance opposed to foe.Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
(PLO)-Israeli peace deal de- 
scribed Mr. Rabin's visit as a 
“dangerous step on the unde- 
sired process of Arab norma- 
lisation of ties with Israel." 

“The visit reflects the rush 
of some Arab regimes to 
implement the American- 


(Continued from page D 

Israeli plans at the expense of 
the Arab interests,’ the 
statement said. 

Iran, which has good rela- 
tions with Oman, also criti- 
cised the visit. 

Tehran Radio warned that 


the United States and foe 
“Zionist state had a coor ab- 
ated plan to expand the 
sphere of capitolation fo cov- 
er" foe Gulf Arab states. 

“But foe expansion of rela- 
tions between foe Zionist 
regime and Arab leaders 
could create internal prob- 
lems and raise questions ab- 
out foe legitimacy of Arab 
leaders before then people, it 
said in a commentary. 


El Khader 

(Continued from page 1) 

peace process and to create a 
new fait accompli that will 
cast a shadow on negotiations 
on foe final status of the 
occupied Palestinian land," 
he said. 

Ibrahim Sal ah, a Palesti- 
nian from El Kbader, said: “I 
am worried about my land 
because we are faced with a 
government of gangsters.” 

Ephrata settlers were in no 
mood to allay Palestinian 
fears. "Tbe Arabs think if we 
build here today, we will 
build where they live tomor- 
row,” said 30-year-old Hen 
Sasson. 

‘They are right to be 
scared, because that is exact- 
ly what w« will do.” 


Tawjihi examinations begin 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total 
of 84,361 students' Tuesday 
began foe first part of the 
tawjihi examinations orga- 
nised by the Ministry of 
Education. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Munther Masri said in a 
statement during an inspec- 
tion tour of foe examination 
halls that 6,000 teachers 
would start gradingthe ex- 
amination papers Thursday 
at centres located in Amman, 
Irbid, Zarqa, Balqa, Karak 
and Maan. 

He said that 12,000 
teachers have been assigned 
to proctor foe examination in 
1,130 halls in the Kingdom. 

According to Dr. Masri, 
45,086 students are being 
tested in the literary stream, 
53,044 in the scientific, 
24,590 in foe commercial. 


5,507 in the agricultural, 
2,915 in the industrial, 4,372 
in the nursing, and 1,524 in 
the hotel management 
streams. 

Other ministry officials 
toured the examination halls 
in other parts of the country. 

Minister of Education 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh has 
requested foe health depart- 
ment and foe Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) to ex- 
tend help if needed to ensure 
that students arrive to their 
assigned examination halls. 

Qassem Khasawneh, head 
of the Examinations Depart- 
ment, said that the special 
operation room has been set 
up at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion to receive complaints 
and other remarks about foe 
progress of foe examinations. 


He said that arrangements 
have been made for prison 
inmates, patients at hospitals 
and other students who can- 
not reach the examination 
halls to take their tests in- 
house, adding that foe ques- 
tions set by foe ministry have 
all been carefully selected 
from within tbe syllabus of 
the 1994-1995 scholastic year. 

In addition to foe examina- 
tion halls in Jordan, foe 
ministry has arranged for 42 
Jordanian students living in 
Tunisia to take the same ex- 
amination at foe same time in 
Tunis. Haidar Mahmoud, 
Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Tunisia visited foe examina- 
tion hall and was briefed on 
the arrangements by a two- 
member team sent there by 
the ministry. 


CHRISTINAS DISPLAY 

☆ Ban! Wamiria Christmas Display with a 
variety of small gilt items at Ban! H a m ida 
House, Jabai Amman, First Cirde, Rain- 
bow Street. 

HEWS 

☆ ABC News Highlights and MeNeB-Lehrer 
News Hour at foe American Center at 5HW 
p.m. 


DIALOGUE 

ft Dialogue with artists Isma’U and Tamam 
Shammout at Abdul Hamced Sboman 
Foundation at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition of o3 paintings by Mohammad 
Musa at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture 
and Art. 



RETURNING WITH DISTINCnONvHLR.H. 

Faisal Ben Al Hussein Tuesday returned home 
the United Kingdom where he completed a one-yefer 
military tr aining course with distinction at the British 
Air Force College of Bracknd for Staff and Com- 
mand. Prince Faisal holds the rank of a lieutenant 
colonel in the Royal Jordanian Air Force. 


Fire kills 110-year-old man 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A centenarian 
Monday night died tragical- 
ly in Ramfoa when a lit 
kerosene heater fell on his 
bed, according to Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
reports. 

The victim's son told 
police that he had gone to 
pray at a nearby mosque, 
and when he returned home 
he saw smoke and fire emit- 
ting from his father's bed- 
rooms, the official said. 

According to foe report, 
foe victim, identified only 
as A.M.. (110) and physi- 
cally handicapped, was 


burnt beyond recognition. 

"It seems that the victim 
wanted to crawl out of his 
bed and accidentally knock- 
ed over the heater which 
started the fire.” the official 
told foe Jordan Hines. 

Meanwhile, police in 
Amman are investigating 
the death of a man, who 
was found in his house in 
Misdar Street by a neigh- 
bour, PSD reports showed. 

Neiehter foe deceased 
nor the neighbour, a 
woman, were identified. 
Tbe woman told police that 
the man, who “is believed 
to be in his early 70s and 
lives alone," had been liv- 
ing in isolation for the past 
six years. 


World journalists group 
to meet in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The In- 
ternational Journalists Orga- 
nisation (UO) will hold its 
general assembly meeting in 
Amman on Jan. 28 with an 
expected attendance of 180 
journalists representing 120 
nations, according to an 
announcement Tuesday by 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) President Suleiman 
Qudah. 

It is the first time such 
conference is to be held in an 
Arab state by the UO which 
was established in 1947 and is 
headquartered in Prague, 
said Mr. Qudah. 

In addition the conference 
will be attended by delegates 
representing foe United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), foe Internation- 
al Committee of the Red 
Cross (JCRC) and foe Arab 
Journalists Federation, Mr. 
Qudah said. 

The four-day meeting, 
which will be held at the 
Amman Philadelphia Hotel, 


is scheduled to discuss the 
organisation’s policies, 
amendments to its statutes, 
questions related to the pro- 
tection of journalists and a 
report by foe UO’s secretary 
general. 

Issues concerning the jour- 
nalism profession, program- 
mes for training journalists 
and other related issues will 
also be on the agenda, he 
said. 

The general conference 
will be preceded by a two-day 
meeting on Jan. 2d and 27 by 
foe organisation's executive 
committee members, he 
added. 

The UO’s activities and 
programmes for its 20,000 
members are also expected to 
be reviewed, Mr. Qudah 
said. 

He said preparations for 
foe meeting are under way, 
and the JPA has informed the 
concerned government de- 
partments in the Kingdom in 
order to provide facilities for 
the conference. 


The Jordan Times in its issue of Dec. 25-26 incorrectly' 
reported that Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali received 
Tunisian Ambassador to Jordan Mohammad Mongi 
Lahbib. Mr. Lahbib is foe former Tunisian ambassador. 
The Prime Minister in fact received current Ambassador 
Izzeddin Al Qarqani. The Jordan Times apologises for foe 
error. 
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U.S. envoy heads to N. Korea; 
Pyongyang repeats spy claim 


SEOUL (R) — a U.S. diplo- 
mat was eii route to North 
Korea Tuesday to discuss the 
release of a captured Amer- 
•can helicopter pilot whom 
North Korea says was on a K 
spying mission when he was' 
shot down over its territory 
10 days ago. 

North Korea raised the 
tempo by releasing a photo- 
graph it said was of Chief 
Warrant Officer Bobby Hall 
after his capture on Dec. 17. 
The photo shows a man in a 
flying kit, looking tense, with 
his hands up. 

U.S. Cable News Network 
said North Korea’s official 
news agency also released a 
photograph it said was of the 
wreckage of the helicopter. A 
U.S. military spokesman in 


Se oul sa id it was too early to 
confirm the authenticity of 
the photographs. 

The North has said Officer 
Hall is in good health but It 
has not allowed foreign con- 
tact with him. 

Thomas Hubbard, deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
East Asia and the Pacific, 
earlier left the United States 
on bis way to North Korea to 
negotiate for Officher Hall's 
release. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said North Korea had 
invited a U.S. official to dis- 
cuss the issue and Mr. Hub- 
bard’s mission was “to facili- 
tate the prompt repatriation” ’ 
of Officer - Hall. 

U.S. officials said Mr. 
Hubbard was expected to ar- 


rive in Seoul after midnight 
and to cross the heavily forti- 
fied demilitarised zone to 
North Korea Wednesday 
morning. 

The United States has ex- 
pressed regret at what it cal- 
led an accidental intrusion by 
the helicopter. But North 
Korea said what it termed an 
act of espionage needed 
further investigation under 
military law. 

Its official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA), 
monitored in London Mon- 
day, said Washington must 
“admit its responsibility as 
the offender" and show a 
reasonable attitude “before it 
is too late”. 

It said official investiga- 
tions had shown this was not 


an •'accidental case” caused 
by a “mistake”, but a delic- 
ate act of espionage. “De- 
taining and investigating cri- 
minals is a matter related to 
our dignified sovereignty." it 
said. 

“We categorically deny 
that it was on that kind of 
flight.” said Jim CoSes, a 
spokesman for the U.S. milit- 
ary in Seoul. “This was a 
routine training mission that 
unfortunately strayed into 
North Korean airspace.” 

KCNA said the Helicopter 
was seven kilometres inside 
its territory when it was 
brought down in flames by a 
single shot in the Ipto-Ri 
area of the eastern province 
of Kangwon. It said the air- 
craft ignored two warning sig- 
nals and tried to escape. 



ONE-WOMAN EXPEDITION: Norwe- 
gian Travel Agency clerk Lrv Ansesca (41) 
gives a thumbs-up while fitting oo her sledge 
on this recent file picture, taken at Antarctica 
prior to the start of her One- Woman expedi- 
tion to the S outh Pole. Ms. Aroracn. who 
started tbc 1 .150 kilometres trip cm Nov. 5 at 


the Hercules Inlet Base, became the first 
woman ever to have reached the Sourh Pole in 
a «ngjc- person expedition in the early Dec. 25 
morning boon, sending out a message 
“Finished South Pole” by a satellite phone 
(AFP photo) 


Armenia 

mayor’s 

murder 

sparks 

crisis 

YEREVAN (AFP) — Arme- 
nia has been plunged into a 
full-scale political crisis by 
the murder of the capital's 
charismatic former Mayor 
Ambartsum Galstian, who 
ran city hall in 1990-1992. 

In protest at crime in poli- 
tical circles and the lack of 
any government probe, mem- 
bers of parliament have been 
resigning one after the other. 
Forty have stated their inten- 
tion of standing down from 
seats, and 10 have already- 
vacated them. They are from 
four parliamentary groups, 
mostly on the opposition ben- 
ches. 

The revolt had been sim- 
mering for months amid the 
■deepening economic crisis 
caused by years of blockade 
by Azerbaijan, and boiled 
over when Mr. Galstian. 39, 
was murdered a week ago. 
He was orominenr in the 
Karabakh Committee, 
Armenia's former nationalist 
movement. 

Azerbaijan has been 
strangling Armenia economi- 
cally since separatist Arme- 
nians claimed autonomy for 
the Nagorno-Karabakh .enc- 
lave, a highland region of 
Azerbaijan peopled mostly 
by Armenians. Fighting since 
1988 has cost more than 
20,000 lives. 

"Parliament is in an explo- 
sive political situation,” 
national security chief David 
Shahnazarian warned. He 
said “acts of terror” were not 
going to stop occurring. Five 
MPs have been killed since 
1991, out of more than 10 
killings regarded as political 
assassinations. 

The opposition in parlia- 
ment is insisting that Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrosian 
•and the security and defence 
ministries prepare a detailed 
report on crime in the coun- 
try, but the authorities are 
resisting fiercely. 

Leading the calls for a 
probe are the National 
Democratic Union of one- 
time Ter-Petrosian follower 
Vazgen Manultian, and the 
Revolutionary movement, 
with links to the ■ Socialist 
International. 

They both accuse Mr. Ter- 
Petrosian and his team of 
concentrating all power in 
their own hands since Mr. 
Ter-Petrosian was trium- 
phantly elected first head of 
state of independent Arme- 
nia in 1991. 

“The political crisis has not 
yet reached its apogee, and 
threatens to spread ever 
wider as elections approach,” 
said Seiran Bagdasarian, a 
top member of the Dashnak 
leadership. 

A general election is due at 
the end of next May, when 
parliament's term expires. 

In 1992 and 1993, opposi- 
tion parties staged rally after 
rally and used to get more 
than 50,000 demonstrators 
out on the streets here. But 
their lack of a coherent poli- 
tical programme counted 
against them, and the latest 
gatherings this year have 
drawn crowds of barely 4,000 
people. 

Their platform amounts to 
no more than a call for Mr. 
ter-Petrosian new constitu- 
tion. 

The ruling party, the Pan- 
Armenian National Move- 
ment, secure with its par- 
liamentary majority, is play- 
ing down the crisis. 

“Die political situation is 
normal for a pre-electoral 
period," said the movement’s 
deputy leader Ovik Igisian. 

"All political forces remain 
together over a single prob- 
lem, Nagorno-Karabakh,” he 
said. 


Scalfaro tries to solve 
Italian political crisis 


ROME (R) — President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro resumed 
his search for a solution to 
Italy's deep political crisis 
Tuesday as outgoing Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
maintain ed pressure for a re- 
turn to the ballot box. 

Billionaire businessman 
Berlusconi, toppled last week 
by a rebellion by his North- 
ern League coalition partner, 
evoked the spectre of -a 
“communist” takeover as he 
outlined his opposition to a 
broad-based transitional gov- 
ernment. 

Northern League leader 
Umberto Bossi and Rocco 
Buttiglione, head of the small 
centrist Popular Party, are 
willing to work with the ex- 
communist Democratic Party 
of the Left in a new govern- 
ment to complete institution- - 
al reform before Italians are 
asked to vote again. 

Bur that prospect fills 
media mogul Berlusconi with 
dread. 

“We are certain about one 
thing: We wifi never let Bossi 
and Buttiglione hand Italy 
over to the < communists,” Mr. 
Berlusconi said Mondav 
nighL 

Mr. Berlusconi swept to 
power in general elections 
last March after a slick cam- 
paign in which he backed 
free-market policies and 
warned of the dangers of a 
shift to the left. 

His Forza Italia party 
formed an electoral alliance 
with the federalist League in 
the north and the hard-right 
National Alliance in the 
south and he regards the 
League’s decision to break 
ranks as treachery. 

Mr. Berlusconi is deman- 
ding a snap general election 
and wants Mr. Scalfaro, arbi- 
ter in Italy’s deepest political 
crisis for nearly two decades, 
to_ reappoint him as prime 
minister in the run-up to polls 
which could be held by late 
March. 

But Mr. Berlusconi's oppo- 
nents argue that his control of 
television through his three 
private channels and his 
appointments at state broad- 
caster Rai would make it 
impossible to stage a fair 
electoral campaign. 

They also argue that a new 
electoral system used for the 1 
first time last March is flawed 
and needs refining. 

Mr. Scalfaro, reported to 


be opposed to an early elec- 
^OH. has the task of appoint- 
ing a prime minister to head 
Italy’s 54th government since 
World War H. He will meet 
the speakers of Italy's two 
houses of parliament. 

The leaders of Italy's main 
political parties will visit the 
president’s 16th century 
QuirinaJe Palace this week in 
consultations scheduled to 
last until Friday. 

Both Senate Speaker Carlo 
Scognamiglio and his lower 
house counterpart Irene 
Pivetti pave been mentioned 
as possible leaders of a broad 
new coalition. Sen. Scogna- 
migfio is a member of Forza 
Italia while Ms. Pivetti is 
from the Northern League. 

Outspoken former Presi- 
dent Francesco Cossiga is 
seen as another potential 
prime minister while news- 
papers speculated Tuesday 
that former Milan magistrate 
Antonio Di Pietro could also 
emerge as a candidate. 

Judge Di Pietro, a folk 
hero for his work in uncover- 
ing corruption, quit his 
magistrate’s job earlier this 
month complaining that a 
political tug-of-war had de- 
veloped over his work. 

Mr. Buttiglione said the 
Forza Italia Party had a right 
to request to head a new 
government. 

“We are moving toward 
the formation of a new gov- 
ernment that wifi certainly 
not last four years — but ft 
will surely last for more than 
four days," Mr. Buttiglione 
told reporters. 

“If Forza Italia agrees that 
this new government should 
tackle Italy’s most urgent 
problems, they not only have 
the right to take part in it — 
they also have the right to ask 
to lead it. They are the party 
with the relative majority.” 

Mr. Buttigtione's opening 
to Forza Italia marks a 
change of tack for the Popu- 
lar Party which linked up 
with the Northern League to 
propose a no-confidence vote ’ 
in parliament. 

Mr. Berlusconi resigned 
last Thursday rather than 
face the humiliation of that 
vote and two similar ones. 

Mr. Berlusconi flatly re- 
jects the idea of a transitional 
government and is pushing 
for snap elections which he is 
confident his party and its 
allies will win. 
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DIP IN ICY WATER: A “polar” swimmer in Peking 
passes a father and his daughter on their sled. Swimming in it? 
water is a winter tradition for some residents of the Chinese 
capital, who meet daily around the lake to enjoy an afternoon 
dip (AFP photo) 


China, 

Burma 

discuss 

border, 

economy 

RANGOON (R) — Chinese 
Prime Minister U Peng dis- 
cussed border and economic 
issues with bis Burmese coun- 
terpart Tuesday on the 
second day of a visit aimed at 
sealing ties with the ruling 
military regime. 

Chinese officials said they 
were satisfied with the de- 
velopment of border trade 
with Burma, and the two 
governments urged the state 
and private sectors to expand 
burgeoning trade links, a 
Chinese spokesman said. 

Mr. Li and Prime Minister 
Than Shwe. chairman of the 
State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council f SLORC) 
that came to power in 1988 
after suppressing pro- 
democracy protests, also dis- 
cussed joint efforts to combat 
drug trafficking. 

In a banquet speech Mon- 
day night, Mr. Li recalled 
that the two countnea had 
maintained friendly rcUtioos 
since establishing diplomatic 
tics 44 vcaix ago. 

Mr. u praised Burma’s 
abundant harvests, including 
record rice production, and 
its ’‘laudable efforts in main- 
taining social stability, prom- 
oting national reconciliation 
and making contacts with the 
outside world." 

China has steadfastly sup- 
ported Burma against foreign 
criticism for human rights 
abuses and is its main trading 
partner and arms supplier. 

Gen. Than Shwe referred 
to the “five principles of 
peaceful coexistence” which 
characterised Sino-Burmese 
relations. 

Burma and China earlier 
pledged a joint war against 
Golden Triangle heroin traf- 
fickers whose cross-border 
activities have thrived during 
China's 15 years of economic 
reforms. 


Bulgarian communists win elections 


SOFIA (R.l — Official results 
confirm that the former com- 
munist Bulgarian Socials 
Party (BSPj won an curngin 
majority in the pjiiaatcnLuy 
election nine days age. the 
Central Electoral Comrcis- 
aon i CECi announced Tocv 
da>. 

Five political forces will 
enter the new 240-seat par fra- 
me r. : The BSP. which 
dunged its name from Ccm- 
muntsl four years a$o, will 
have 125 seats, with 5^ OS per 
cent of the votes 

Socialist officials have in- 
vited bath parliamentary and 
non- parliamentary panics for 
talks (ha week or. the possi- 
ble forma non of a coahuon 
government. 

The BSP was swept back 
into power by the deciwate 


for tbc second time after re- 
nouncing its -15 yean of abso- 
lute rule and apparently 
dunging its hardline policies. 

Like the other resurgent 
former communists in & ast- 
ers Europe, the BSP now 
officiary embraces capitalism 
and democr ac y. 

Tbc main anti-corn mu rust 
L'cjot. of Democratic Forces 
1 L’DFj came in second with 
69 scan after winning 28 *5 
per cent of the vote. 

The CDF won the 
anverai dcction m 1WI and 
formed the first non- 
communist government in 
more thaw 45 years, but was 
forced to step down 11 
months later after losing a 
parhareenury vote. 

Tbc L‘DF coalition suf- 
fered deep splits, losing a 


large chunk of its disillu- 
sioned electorate. 

The third political force in 
the new parliament ri (he 
people’* union, a coalition 
between the Bulgarian Agra-* 
nan People’s Union and the 
Democratic Party, which wv»n 
IS scats and ?.5 per cent of 
the vote. The Democratic 
Party w« part of (he I’PK 
until two months before the 
Dec IS elections. 

The movement for Rights 
and Freedom* tMRF). main- 
ly representing ethnic Turk*, 
won 15 scats with f» 25 pet 
cent of vote*. 

The MRF played a balanc- 
ing rok a a the third major 
force in the previous parlia- 
ment. helping to hnng down 
(he I’DF administration w 
1 *W2 


2 killed as Haitian soldiers protest 

slapped him He shot the two 
soldiers and they fell on the 
ground.” Mr. Ajcnor said. 
That account could not un- 
mcduieiy be confirmed 
Haitian soldier* at the 
headquarters then opened 
fire with automatic weapons, 
according to Mr. Ajcnor. 
Geo Bcaubrun’s assistant 
wounded as tbc general 
made his escape, be said. 

An unidentified American 
soldier stud some of the bul- 
lets flew acretts the pUaa to. 
the National Palace, where 
American soldiers re turned 
fine. 

Members of the multina- 
tional peacekeeping force in 
Haiti responded to the shoot- 
ing; taking an hour to secure 
the headquarters. U.S. milit- 
ary interpreters used louds- 
peakers to tell Haitian milit- 
ary personnel to come out. 

"If you don’t we’re going 
to come in the door ana you 
could get killed. If you come 
out nothing will happen to 
you,” the interpreters 
announced. 

One of the wounded was 
airlifted in a U.S. army heli- 
copter to a military hospital, 
said U.S. army Major Regina 
Largent, head of the Joint 
Information Bureau. 

No members of the multi- 
national force were wound- 
ed, she said. 


PORT- AL* -PRINCE fRt — 
Al least two Haitian u&Ikti 
were killed m gunfire outude 
Haitian nufiuurv headquarter* 
Monday m the wwr violence 
in Port-Aa-Prince since 
ousted President Jeao- 
Bertrand Anode was res- 
tored to power, a military 
hospital spokesman said. 

The shooting erupted dar- 
ing a demoascratioo by Hai- 
tian sokber* hong sen; into 
retirement Bader a pun to 
scale down the army, aroord- * 
mg to witnesses sad U.S. 
nuhury officials. 

Ray Kc8y. the former New 
York Gty potkr eomnusaaoe- 
cr who heath the imernaooo- 
al police mom tore m Haiti, 
said five people, all nxrmbcts 
of the Haitian military , were 
wounded in the shooting. He 
said he was unaware that anv 
wounded died. 

It was unclear who had 
tired the shots that wounded 
the five, Mr. Kelly and U.S. 
military officials said. 

A spokesman at the Hai- 
tian military hospital in the 
capital said two of the sol- 
diers wounded in the shoot- 
out bad died. A third wound- 
ed soldier brought there from 
the scene was hospitalised. 

The violence was the worst 
in the Haitian capital since 
American troops restored 
ousted President Jean- 


Bcrtrand Aratidc m October 
under a deal with the coun- 
try's mdiurv mien 

Under the U.S. -backed 
deal that restored A made, 
the army. Named for many of 
(he killings and other human 
ngfiB abuse* during three 
yean of military rule, is to be 
restructured arid sharply re- 
duced. 

”A bunch of them were to 
be fired today , and apparent- 
re they didn't want to go 
•triwui a fight,” said one 
American sowier. 

Mr. Kelly said when the 
shooting began, some of the 
protesters brake into a 
weapons locker at the milit- 
ary headquarters. 

When they emerged from 
the budding, they were con-v 
fronted by U.S. soldiers, who 
“feed back,” he said. 

More than 30 people were 
taken into custody, but it was 
uncertain how many would 
be charged. Mr. Kelly said. 

“I think we have to let the 
smoke settle to see what this 
means.” he said. 

One witness, Patrick 
Ajcnor, said the unrest 
started when two of the pro- 
testing soldiers slapped army, 
chief of staff General Monde-* 
sir Beau bum outside the 
military headquarters. 

"Two soldiers attacked 
General Beauburn. They 


Republicans to begin 100 days of reform 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Republicans, who in January 
take control of both the 
House of Representatives 
and the Senate for the first 
time in 40 years, are poised to 
transform the way the United 
States is governed. 

Under the leadership of 
Newt Gingrich in the House 
and Robert Dole in the Sen- 
ate, 231 Republican repre- 
sentatives and 53 senators 
will begin their task begin- 
ning Jan. 4 when the 104th 
Congress begins its new ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Gingrich has promised 
that the first day will be “the 
longest opening day in his- 
tory and will begin the “100 
days” to implement the so- 
called Contract With Amer- 
ica signed by 300 Republi- 
cans. 

ti,Pw plan ’o dra , wn U P before 
™ e Nov. 8 elections that 
routed Democrats and rock.’ 
©d the White House . contains 
the adoption of nine reforms, 
notably one that would re- 
quire any tax increase to be 
gproved by three-fifths of 

The plan would also trans- 
fer from the federal govern- 
ment to the states soaal wd- 
fare programmes created 
dnnp g tpc }960s which, 
to Mr. Gingrich 
have “created a culture of 
and a culture of vk> 

9°* Ae. first items of 
J^ann that is sure to be 
adopted is a constitutional 
amendment that would re- 
quire the government to be 


ratified by the 50 U.S. stares, 
would not go into effect until 
2002. 

Republicans must still ex- 
plain how they will do this 
with a plan that calls far 
increasing defence spending 
while coding taxes. 

But tax cuts are virtually 
assured given that President 
Bill Clinton has »v«r» prop- 
osed lowering taxes, though 
be and the Republicans differ 
over how much of a • far- 
break to give Americans. 

Under the Republican 
Contract with America, a 
>500 tax credit per child 
would be given to those fami- 
lies • earning S200, 000 or less 
while Mr. Omion would «vc 
a tax credit to those families 
ea roing less than $75,000. 

Both sides agree on the 
to reform the social 
welfare system that has bal- 
looned astronomically jun* 
its inception, though they dis- 
agree over bow io go about 
doing it. 

. Republicans propose cut- 
ting off aid to unwed mothers 
younger than 18 while states 
would be allowed to cot off 
welfare to anyone who has 
been on the roils f or at 
too years. Anyone looking 
tor assistance must he 
willing to take jobs offered bv 
me state. 

Also under the Comma 
America, legislators 
could serw no more than 12 
years, or two six-yew terms 
tor senator* and scc 
tonns for. representatives to 
replace idmt some Republi- 
cans called career polftSms 


with citizens legislators.” 

For the Republicans to 
push tbeir plan past Mr. Clin- 
ton, they will have to stick 
together as they are pushed 
arid pulled by conservative 
“revolutionary” Gingrich 
and the more pragmatic 
Dole, a likdy 1996 presiden- 
tial candidate. 

Presidential election prim- 
ary campaigns get underway 
in about a year and possible 
compromises in 1995 be- 
tween a Democratic White 
House and a Republican 
Cong ress will become in- 
creasingly difficult as the 
election approaches. 

Tbc incoming Republican- 
run Congress has pledged to 
boost the Pentagon’s budget, 
reviving programmes from 
the Reagan yean, but de- 
fence officials would rather 
cara down foods they say 
they don’t need. 

That message was made 
loud and dear by Congress’ 
most powerful voice on the 
subject, future Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chair- 
man Strom Thurmond. 

The 92-year-oId South 
C a rotin * lawmaker is asking 
political allies to oppose any 
cots is the new year. 

Though Republicans tradi- 
tioaaSy criticise Democrats 
for slashing defence funding 
too eageriy. the two patties 
for several yean have agreed 
to streamlfoeat ihc Penta- 
gon. The 1995 budget, at ‘ 
S264 bSfioo, was adopted 
with Trth au dd wrangling last 


autumn. 

President Bill Clinton's 
administration and the Con- 
gress now arc eyeing the 1996 
defence budget, which the 
- Defence Department pro- 
jects at about S246 billion — 
down six per cent taking in- 
flation into account. 

Thurmond’s view is that 
the budget is at least S12 
billion short. 

When the Republicans 
swept the Democrats out of 
control of both houses of 
Congress, Sen. Thurmond 
went on the offensive, saying 
his job at the helm of the key 
Senate defence committee 
would be to increase military 
spending. 

That followed remarks by 
his House of Representatives 
deforce counterpart. Floyd 
Spence, who raised questions 
on Nov. 15 about the pre- 
paredness Of U.S. forces, 
pushing the Pentagon to ack- 
nowledge three of 12 army 
divisions were not adequately 
trained. 

ft 

The Republicans worry 
that the Defence Depanmem 
simply does not have the 
money it needs to pursue its 
current overall strategy 
which is to be able to handle’ 
simultaneously two major re- 
gional conflicts on the scale 
of the 1990 Gulf War. 

And they staunchly oppose 

contributing U.S. troopsto 
international operations and 
humanitarian efforts unless 
na j or U-S. -interests are al 
stake. 


China to crack 
down on fake 
medicine* 

BEIJING <R1 — Ohm » w .. 
crack down on the produc- 
tion and rak «.d mwarabni 
ami bogus mrthonev some 
of vrtuch an: tow. the official 
China Daily raid Thcttta, 
“Individuals and units found 
to profiteer from producing 
and selling fake or subuan 
dard medicines will be 
punished severehr.” It quoted 
state councillor Pcftg rriyun 
as saying. ’’All units which 
filled to meet State require- 
ments mufi be dosed and the 
situation must be rectified 
within a prescribed period tf 
time or they will be banned 
from business,” Mr. Prog 
was quoted as saying at a 
conference of pharmaceutical 
administrators. More than 
80,000 cases of production or 
sale of fake at substandard 
medical products have been 
reported in China since 1985. 
the newspaper said. Some of 
the fake medicines were tox- 
ic, it raid. Bctjmg will begin a 
national inspection of m«di. 
one producer* and sellers 
early next year and introduce 
a nc« ttccnce syv«m tu reg- 
ulate tire industry, it sud. 
Rural medicine fairs dealing 
m items other than tradition- 
al C hines e herbs must be 
banned, the newspaper 
quoted State Phwmaceutira! 
Administration Director 
Zheng Xxaoyu as raying. The 
government »t*m to provide *' 
more medkau trading centres 
for China's rural and tran- 
sient population, fl said. 

Crimes by 
Chiu's spoiled 
children soar 

•BEIJING (R) - Juvenile 
crime in Chip* soared in the 
firs: nine months of this year, 
much of it blamed on violent 
films. pan»gT*phic videos 
and spotted children; the 
Xinhua News Agency rah! 
Tuesday. “Crimes, especially 
serious crimes committed by 
the young, have been comb- 
ing Hgraficantly, wife 70 per 
cent more relating to proper- 
ry and sex,” Xinhua said, 
wi thou tri vine any examples. 

One official Mamed the in- 
crease on illegal publication 
of pornographic books as 
well as violent or pornog- 
raphic videos and films, rising 
divorce rates and spoiled chil- 
dren. Xinhua raid. More than 
27,000 iuvecuk delinquents 
under 18 freed judicial penal- 
ties in first nine months of 
1994, Wang Jingrong. vice- 
president of the Supreme 
People's Conn, told Xinhua. 

In all of 1993, the courts 
sentenced 32,000 young cri- 
minals, Wang said. Juvenile . . 
courts, which first appeared 
in Shanghai 10 years, now 
parallel almost every people’s 
court across China at the 
county level, Mr. Wang said, 
adding that China now has 
more than 3,000 such courts. 

Christmas twins 
have true 
seasonal bash 

FLITCHAM, England (R) 

— It was a real seasonal bash 
for twins Lorraine and Levi- 
nia Christmas, who were in 
hospital Monday after 
crashing head-on as they 
headed to one another’s 
homes to deliver Christmas 
presents. The 31 -year-old sis- 
ters. each driving her own 
car, collided on a narrow, icy 
country lane Saturday, the 
day before Christmas, police 
said. Family members told 
British newspapers they were 
delivering presents to one 
another. “People alwavs say 
the twins always do things 
together." said their mother 
Joan Christmas. “It is re- 
markable they crashed into ^ 
each other this time uf year.” 

"We did a double take’ when 
we first received details of the b 

accident. \Vc thought it was i\ 
practical joke.” a police 
spokesman said. The two 
were being treated for chest 
injuries, whiplash nnd con- 
cusMon at a hospital in Nor- 
folk. Eastern England. 

Smooth sailing 
at last for QE2 


NEW YORK t R) The 
which left New York in 
a driving storm .Saturday af- 
ter construction problems 
turned its trans-Ailantic 
voyage into a fiasco, has 
finally hit sunnv skies. After 
being delayed 37 hours in 
New York to correct safety 
violations found by the Coast 
Guard, the luxury finer was 
Rising the Caribbean Mon- 
day in weather described by 
!‘‘ v •'♦’•ip 1 * radio operator as 
lovely.” The trouble- 
plagued liner headed into SO- 
knot wind gusts ami 25-foot 
fV.h-metrc) waves when its 
Caribbean Christmas cruise 
finally got underway Satur- 
day. Many of ihf previous 
groups of passengers who 
«\>ssed the Atlantic to New 
* ork last week fouiRi the irip 
anything but enjoyable. 
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Centrist, leftist groups gain from Rao’s troubles 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
The resignation of a senior 
Indian cabinet minister gives 
India's leftist and centrist 
opposition groups an impor- 
tant edge in their struggle 
with Prime Minister p!v. 
Narasimha Rao, analysts said 
Tuesday. 

As hir. Rao grapples with 
corruption and growing dis- 
sent in his Congress Party, 
the resignation of Human 
Resources Development 
Minister Arjun Singh 
threatens the party's support 
from Muslims and lower- 
caste Hindus before crucial 
state polls. 

Mr. Singh resigned Satur- 
day, accusing Mr. Rao of 
betraying India’s 120 million 
Muslims and -not doing 
enough to bring the lower- 
caste Hindus into the nation- 



al power structure. . 

uj.. 

Recent elections have 


shown the votes of both 


groups, traditional Congress 

■*•1 id;.. 

supporters, are vital for any 
party. 


^"Congress will be dead 

- . 

without the minorities and 

■ V;p. ■ 

backward castes," said Wel- 

■ i 

fare Minister Srtaram Kesri, a 

3. 

■" L!; : . 
' ‘-‘C 

;-l ■ . 

close Rao ally and a shrewd 
party tactician. 

He accused Mr. Singh of 
“deserting the battlefield in a 
time of crisis." 

But Mr. Singh denied he 


was betraying the party or 
trying to split it. In his res- 
ignation letter, he accused 
Mr. Rao of watching silently 
as a Hindu mob razed a 
400-year-old mosque in the 
northern town of Ayodhya in 
December 1992. 

"This dark deed commit- 


ted by vandals, inspired by 
religious fanatics, not only 
destroyed the structure but, 
m fact, seriously comprom- 
ised the commitment of this 
republic to the ideals on 
which it was founded," Mr. 
Singh told Mr. Rao. 

Ensuing Hindu-Muslim 
nots killed at least 2,000, 
mostly Muslims. 

“It would be proper for the 
Congress Party to go on re- 
cord publicly seeking an apol- 
ogy on this account," he said. ' 

Mr. Singh also accused Mr. 
Rao of not doing enough to 
stop the exploitation of the 
lower castes and other 
socially-backward Hindu 
groups. 

"We should initiate steps 
immediately to give them the 
levers of economic empower- 
ment so that they also start 
acquiring a stake in the eco- 
nomic progress of the coun- 
try," Mr. Singh said. 

"There are many areas of 
trade and commerce at the 
local level in which the labour 
of these sections of the peo- 
ple at the moment is mainly 
exploited." 

Analysts said Mr. Singh's 
position was beginning to re- 
semble that. of the centrist 
Janata Dal Party. Newspap- 
ers said he was also likely to 
gain support from the in- 
fluential Communist-led Left 
Front. 

"Left parties and left-of- 
the-cenore parties may not be 
quite averse to joining hands 
with Arjun Singh as the 
issues raised by him, like 
reforms with a human face 
and regaining the confidence 
of the minorities, are also 


dear to them,” the Times Of 
India said Tuesday. 

Jt quoted unidentified 
ministers, who proclaimed 
their loyalty to Mr. Rao last 
week, as secretly approving 
of Mr. Singh’s letter. 

"I am with Mr. Rao, but 
how can I honestly say that 
the issues Mr. Arjun Singh 
has raised are not something 
that concern all of us?" the 
Times quoted one minister as 
saying. 

Congress was trounced in 
recent state polls by the Jana- 
ta Dal and its regional cen- 
trist allies. 

Spurred on by the victory, 
the Janata Dal, which ruled 
India at the head of a minor- 
ity government for 11 month* 

from December 1989, was 
organising itself as a force in 
the politically important 
Congress-ruled Maharash tra 
state. 

Any division of votes be- 
tween Congress and Janata 
Dal could help bring a> right- 
wing Hindu coalition to pow- 
er m Maharashtra, analysts 
said. 

The state is one of five due 
to hold assembly polls in 
February. Of these, Orissa 
and Bihar are ruled by the 
lower caste Hindu-based 
Janata Dal. Gujarat has a 
Congress government as does 
the fifth state of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

Analysts said Mr. Singh’s 
revolt and the expected de- 
sertion of the Congress’ re- 
maining support among Mus- 
lims and lower-caste Hindus 
had made it difficult for Mr. 
Rao to stave off defeat. 

Meanwhile the Congress 


party is anxiously watching 
the window of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi as it 
grapples with a leadership 
crisis. 

Sonia Gandhi, 47, is widely 
believed to be pulling politic- 
al strings from her heavily- 
guarded downtown home in 
the bitter inner-party struggle 
aimed at ousting Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao. 

Mr. Singh is known to hold 
Sonia Gandhi in high regard- 

He met her at least twice 
before his dramatic resigna- 
tion. and -newspapers say he 
showed her his seven-page 
resignation letter, a virtual 
indictment of the Rao gov- 
ernment, before sending it to 
the premier. 

The Italian-born widow. 
who does not meet the press 
and has previously turned 
down requests to enter poli- 
tics, has not commented on 
the reports. Her recent close- 
door meetings with Mr. Ar- 
jnn Sjngh remains a mystery. 

Political observers have 
been quick to conclude that 
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, who is 
counted among the most 
powerful figures in the coun- 
try although she holds no 
government or political post, 
may be quietly backing Mr. 
Singh. 

And the recent rumblings 
within the 109~y ear-old Con- 
gress against Mr. Rao have 
coincided with fresh demands 
that the charismatic Sonia 
Gandhi be drafted into the 
party to give it a new look 
that would dick with voters. 


Japan’s top opposition party launches ‘cabinet’ 


fOKYO (R) — Japan’s big- 
gest and newest opposition 
party launched Tuesday a 
“cabinet for tomorrow," 
aimed at reminding the pub- 
lic that it is ready to take over 
government from the fragile 
ruling coalition at any time. 

The New Frontier Party 
(NFPj. inaugurated two 
weeks ago. selected 14 
"ministers for tomorrow" to 
debate their assigned ropics 
with real cabinet counter- 
parts in parliament in an 
approach based on Britain's 
shadow cabinet system. : - 

But rather than associating 
itself with shadows, the NFP 
used Japanese characters 
meaning "bright day** for the 
cabinet to stress its intention 
of snatching the reins of gov- 
ernment. 

Also, it is wary of Japan's 
poor record of opposition 
politics, and did not want to 
be confused with a previous 
experiment, die Socialist Par- 
ty’s shadow cabinet of 1991. 

Then, the Socialists looked 
to have an outside chance of 
winning an election and oust- 
ing the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), which had held 
power since 1955. 

Despite LDP scandals that 
eventually led to its fall in 
1993 and a flurry of optimisrfi 
following the Socialists’ em- 
ergence in 1989 as the biggest 
party in the upper house, the 
shadow cabinet was a flop 
and was widely ignored by 
the public. 

"The Socialists used the 
term ’shadow cabinet* and it 
was criticised for being just a 
talking shop." explained 
Toshiaki Oikawa. a staff 
member at the NFP’s he3d 
office. 

“We want to show that we 


can realistically take over the 
administration and govern." 
he said. 

Analysts, said another 
reason for the system is that 
the NFP was formed from 
nine parties, each with politi- 
cians used to being big fish in 
smaller ponds. The "cabinet" 
posts were carefully distri- 
buted between these former 
top dogs. 

Financial matters will be 
handled by Takashi Yoneza- 
wa, former leader of the 
Democratic Socialist Party, 
and foreign affairs by Michii- 
hiko Kano, former leader of 
the New Party Mirai. 
Takeoka Nishioka. formerly 
head of the Kaikaku No Kai, 
will be senior spokesman. 

Of the NFP’s two former 
prime ministers, leader 
Toshiki Kaifu was chosen as 
“prime minister for tomor- 
row" and Tsutomu Hata will 
handle the hot potato of poli- 
tical reform. 

The NFP was formed to 
marshal opposition forces to 
topple Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama’s unlike- 
ly coalition of Socialists, the 
conservative LDP and a 
smaller third party. 

Its first aim is to force a 
general election for the lower 
house, not due until 1997, as 
soon as possible, something 
Mr. Murayama has said he 
will resist. 

Meanwhile, life is getting 
tougher for Japan's elite 
bureaucrats as tensions be- 
tween career officials and 
their political masters have 
flared into public battles. 

Two top Mandarins lost 
cheir posts Tuesday in what 
some analysts saw as an 
attempt by politicians to 
assert control — or appear to 


do so — over the officials 
who traditionally mastermind 
many of the nation’s policies. 

Ib one case, the cabinet 
approved the transfer of the 
Science and Technology 
Agency’s top bureaucrat af- 
ter a highly public row with 
his minister over administra- 
tive reform. 

Kinju Atarashi, chief 
secretary of the agency, was 
dismissed from his post — he 
will return to the Trade 
Ministry from which he was 
seconded — after telling 
agency chief Makiko Tanaka 
•not to cite specific: bodies 
under the agency's auspices 
for posable cutbacks or mer- 
gers. 

Ms. Tanaka, the daughter 
of the late Kakuei Tanaka, 
one-time kingmaker in the 
long-ruling Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP), is an out- 
spoken critic of bureaucrats 
whom she sees as sacrificing 
the public good to parochial 
ministry interests. 

The ruling coalition 
headed by Mr. Murayama 
has made streamlining gov- 
ernment corporations to help 
reduce government spending 
a key policy platform. 

"(Atarashi's comment) 
was unacceptable in that it 
was fundamentally different 
from the position of the 
cabinet on this vital issue of 
administrative reform," Ms. 
Tanaka told a news conference 
Tuesday. 

Fi nance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura, him- 
self a veteran of battles with 
ministry officials, backed the 
discharge and noted many 
other bureaucrats were less 
than keen about the reforms. 

That reluctance is not sur- 
prising given that the public 


corporation targetted for 
streamlining have traditional- 
ly provided cushy jobs for 
retired bureaucrats. 

"In general bureaucrats 
are not very positive towards 
current administrative re- 
forms and politicians must 
take the lead or the work will 
not get done,” Mr. Take- 
mura said. 

Learning to cope with 
changes in the ruling party 
line-up has made things even 
more complex for career offi- 
cials . accustomed to nearly 
four decades of. unbroken. 
LDEmrie.v'* * -V- : ' 

The fresh pitfalls for 
bureaucrats were illustrated 
by another scuffle between 
officials and politicians which 
ended Tuesday when the 
cabinet approved the resigna- 
tion of a top Trade Ministry 
bureaucrat. 

Domestic media said LDP 
politicians as well as officials 
in his own ministry put press- 
ure on Vice Minister Hideaki 
Kumano to step down after 
he failed last year to keep 
then-Trade Minister Hiroshi 
Kumagai from ousting a 
senior trade official. 

Mr. Kumagai was a minis- 
ter in Mr. Morihiro Hosoka- 
wa’s coalition cabinet, which 
made bureaucrat-bashing a 
byword, but generally failed 
to wrest policy-making power 
away from officials. 
i But whoever reigns on the 
political front, bureaucrats 
are likely to face further 
tougbt times, analysts said. 

“Every politician thinks 
he can win political points by 
bashing bureaucrats," said 
one analyst. "It’s a more 
dangerous, more difficult en- 
vironment that they face.” 


Bobbitt, Simpson topped 1994 media events 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Lorena Bobbitt, who cut off 
her husband’s penis, and 
football hero OJ. Simpson, 
accused in the slashing mur- 
der of his wife and a friend, 
were the heroes of televised 
courtroom proceedings in 
1994. 

Simpson, a living football 
lecend who converted his 
sports fame into a lucrative 
career making commercials 
and as a sports commentator, 
erabbed attention during his 
memorable June 17 arrest in 
Los Angeles. 

Ninety-five million televi- 
sion viewers watched as *« 
armada of California police 
cars followed his white Ford 
Bronco in a slow-speed chase 
along Los .Angeles highways 
as television crews in helicop- 
ters broadcast the scene from 
overhead. 

The Simpson case became 
a media obsession as news- 
papers and television repor- 
ters ferretted out details ab- 
out the life o? the handsome, 
rich celebrity who was a sym- 
bol of American success and 
his beautiful wife, Nicole. 

The former star of the Buf- 
falo Bills football team is 
accused of having stabbed to 

death Nicole, 35. and a 
year-old friend and waiter 
who was returning sunglasses 
she left at the restaurant ear- 


lier in the evening. 

Networks spared nothing 
in covering the events, broad- 
casting preliminary hearings 
live and sending star corres- 
pondents to the scene for a 
hungry television audience. 

NBC’s audience shot op 46 
per cent from the week be- 
fore, ABC 42 per cent and 
CBS 17 per cent. Coverage 
was not interrupted even for 
the launch of the Columbia 
space shuttle as business 
offices nationwide tuned in 
during lunch. , . 

"Clearly, this preliminary 
hearing has generated more 
public interest than any trial 
in decades, said Myma Raed- 
er, vice president of the 
American Bar Association. 

"There has probably never 
been a bigger opportunity for 
millions of Americans to 
learn the intricacies of their 
Iee3i system." _ 

“With the enthusiasm usual- 
ly reserved sports fans, view- 
er avidly watched as pro- 
secutor Marcia Clark and de- 
fence attorney Robert Sha- 
piro slowly revealed or tried 
io conceal elements to the 
murder mystery. 

Viewers were given an in- 
side look at the Simpsons 
marital strife, finding a re- 
corded call to police made by 
Nicole who was fearful of 
physical abuse as Simpson is 


beard in the background yell- 
ing at her. 

Where the television 
cameras left off, supermarket 
tabloids and Nicole’s friends 
picked up, including a self- 
described dose friend who 
published a book about her. 

Even Judge Lance Ito, in 
an unusual move for a judge 
sitting on a case, succumbed 
to the allure of the media 
spotlight, granting an inter- 
view to a local television sta- 
tion. 

“The worst sms of Amer- 
ican journalism seem to be on 
display in the Simpson saga," ■ 
The Washington Post said, 
noting the coverage of 
molestation charges against 
singer Michael Jackson and 
the Bobbitt pale in compari- 
son. 

“Nearly everyone with a 
link to the case, with the 
possible exception of Nicole’s 
dog has been offered money 
to tell his story," the Post 
editorialised. 

The trial proper is likely to 
get underway in the first few 
days of the new year- 

Lorexia Bobbitt drew no 
small crowd herself. Some 
200 journalists from around 

the world converged for the 

case of the 24 ~year-old man- 
icurist who said she was 
driven -by an irresistible com- 


pulsion to cut off her hus- 
band's penis. 

Television cameras and 
satellite dishes surrounded 
the courthouse in Manassas, 
Virginia where the 
Ecuadoran -born woman said 
years of sexual and physical 
abuse (hove her to slash off 
27-year-old John Bobbitt’s 
penis. 

When CNN broke away 
from the proceedings to a 
news conference held by 
President Bill Clinton in 
Kiev, irate viewers flooded 
CNN switchboards deman- 
ding that the network return 
to the Bobbin courtroom. 

She was eventually acquit- 
ted by reason of temporary 
insanity. 

Television viewers in 1994 
also tuned into the murder 
trial of the Menendez 
brothers accused of murder 
for shooting their parents to 
collect tiie family’s $15 mil- 
lion fortune. 

Lyle, 26, and Erik. 23, 
admit they shot cheir parents, 
but they said they were con- 
vinced their parents were 
going to kill them after years 
of sexual and mental abuse. , 

The first trial ended with a 
hung juiy, but the next sea- 
son of courtroom television 
will feature them again in a 
second murder trial sche- 
'duled to begin March 13. 


Indian 
elite lead 
Singh’s 
funeral 

NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
elite led thousands of mour- 
ners Tuesday at the funeral of 
former President Zail Singh, 
cremated according to his 
Sikh religion on the banks of 
the holy Yamuna River. 

The body of Mr. Singh, 
India’s first Sikh president, 
was carried from his central 
Delhi home to the Vijayghat 
cremation ground, dose to 
memorials of India’s found- 
ing fathers Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Mahatma Gandhi. # 

Top officers of the army, 
navy and air force accompa- 
nied the body on its 11 
kilometre journey, watched 
by thousands who lined the 
pavements to pay homage to 
a man who rose from a simple 
farming family. 

Mr. Singh, who was 78. 
died in the northern city of 
Chandigarh Sunday after suf- 
fering multiple fractures 
when his car was hit by a 
truck on Nov. 29. A govern- 
ment inquiry found nothing 
suspicious in the acrid ent. 

Hundreds of Sikhs came 
from his home state of Pun- 
jab to the funeral, where 
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christ- 
ian and Buddhist prayers 
were chanted. 

“He (Zail Singh) was our 
pride. All of us loved him a 
lot. I would have even 
walked from Chandigarh to 
be at his funeral," said Autar 
Singh Grewal, a truck-owner 
who drove his vehicle 
through the cold night to 
attend. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao was joined by his 
ministers and opposition 
leaders in laying wreaths on 
the body during the cere- 
mony, which was broadcast 
live on state television. 

Government offices were 
closed and state media played 
solemn music to mark the 
third day of the seven-day 
mourning period, during 
which no official entertain- 
ments will take place. 

Mr. Singh, appointed by 
then-Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, served as president 
from 1982 to 1987. He' was 
CaUetf "Giariir r * or scholar," 
for his mastery of Sikh scrip- 
tures. 

He faced a crisis in June 
1984 after troops stormed the 
Golden Temple, the holiest 
Sikh shrine in the northern 
town of Amritsar, to flush 
out militants demanding a 
separate Sikh state in Punjab. 

The president faced hostil- 
ity from bis own community, 
but feelings subsided after he 
played a crucial role in the 
withdrawal of the troops. 

“His perseverance during 
that crisis period wfll always 
be remembered,” said Ripu 
Daman Singh, a member of 
tire Akali Dal, a Sikh political 
party. 


Hindu 
leader 
killed in 
Kashmir 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— Muslim separatists gunned 
down a Hindu politician in 
Kashmir Tuesday, sparking 
Hindu mob violence and 
forcing authorities to call out 
the Indian army in the border 
state, police said. 

Gunmen pumped bullets 
into Praveen Kumar, a local 
leader of the Bharatiya Jana- 
ta Party (BJP, Indian Peo- 
ple’s Party) at his residence in 
Kishtwar town, in the hill 
district of Doda, the police 
said. Mr. Kumar died instant- 
ly. 

Angry BJP supporters 
poured on to the streets, 
attacking Muslims and their 
property, forcing the author- 
ities to impose a curfew in 
Doda, where Muslims were 
preparing for the funeral of 
eight militants killed a day 
carter. 

Army troops were called 
out in Doda to beef up secur- 
ity. 

"The situation is now 
under control," Kashmir 
Police Chief Mahinder 
Sabharwal told AFP. 

Doda, which is evenly di- 
vided between Hindus and 
M us li ms , has seen an upsurge 
in violence recently by Mus- 
lim guerrillas waging a 
bloody campaign to end Indi- 
an rule in Kashmir. 

The Hindu-revivalist BJP, 
India's main opposition par- 
ty, wields considerable influ- 
ence among the Hindus of 
Kashmir. 


U.N. claims progress 
in Bosnia negotiations 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
officials said Tuesday they 
were making progress in talks 
although operations in the 
Bihac enclave were jeopar- 
dising the talks. 

Bosnian Vice-President 
Ejup Game said his govern- 
ment would not discuss de- 
tails of a proposed four- ■ 
month cessation of hostilities 
until Serb forces from 
Croatia and Bosnia halted, 
military activities in the 
northwest enclave of Bihac. 

Mr. Ganic, who met Bos- 
nia’s U.N. Commander 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose, said his gov- 
ernment was demanding the 
withdrawal of Croatian Serb 
forces from the enclave and 
an end to alleged Bosnian 
Serb attacks as “the condi- 
tion for further negotia- 
tions.” 

But United Nations 
spokesman Alexander 
Ivanko told reporters nego- 
tiations were continuing 
apace on an extensive four- 
month cessation of hostilities, 
despite public statements 
from the Bosnian govern- 
ment. 

“We consider that discus- 
sions (with the government) 
are ongoing although at ah 
informal level currently,” 
Mr. Ivanko said. "We still 
hope that the position of the 
Bosnian government will not 
derail the peace process." 

Mr. Ivanko said talks held 
Monday with both sides had 
proved “positive and useful” 


and the U.N. was preparing a 
fresh draft of a proposed 
cessation of hostilities 
accord. 

A seven-day ceasefire bro- 
kered by former U.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter has 
slowed fighting significantly 
across Bosnia since it began 
Saturday. 

U.N. officials want to take 
advantage of the truce to 
negotiate an accord for a 
four-month cessation of hos- 
tilities and a resumption of 
peace talks aimed at ending 
the 33-month-old war in the 
former Yugoslav Republic. 

But the latest ceasefire 
pact was not signed by Croa- 
tian Serb and rebel Muslim 
forces attacking government 
troops in the Bihac enclave. 

The United Nations Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
reported mostly sporadic fir- 
ing in Bosnia while the Bihac 
enclave remained tense. 

Nine detonations were re- 
ported east of Bihac town 
Monday and a dozen shells or 
mortar bombs landed south- 
west of Velika Kladusa, in 
the north of the Bihac en- 
clave. UNPROFOR said. 

Mr. Ganic accused Serb 
forces of trying to tighten 
their hold on Kladusa, which 
fell into Serb and rebel Mus- 
lim hands earlier this month. 
"They are trying to enlarge 
their presence in Velika Kla- 
dusa and we are trying to stop 
them," said Mr. Ganic. 

Bosnian government 
troonc were badly mauled by 


an allied Bosnian and Croat 
Serb counter-offensive in 
November which enabled re- 
bel Muslims to recapture 
Velika Kladusa. 

The United Nations said 
aid convoys were allowed 
free movement generally 
through Bosnia bur Croatian 
Serbs arid rebel Muslims 
were still obstructing regular 
food deliveries to the Bihac 
enclave. 

A U.N. food convoy 
reached the town of Cazin in 
the Bihac enclave Tuesday 
after Serb and rebel Muslim 
forces held up the convoy for 
five days, said Peter Kessler, 
a spokesman for the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

Shooting and shelling in 
and around Sarajevo has sub- 
sided since the Christmas Eve 
truce went into effect but 
Serb forces laying siege to the 
city were restricting delivery 
of firewood, the UNHCft 
said. 

Fuel convoys for the U.N. 
mission were still facing res- 
trictions and delays by Bos- 
nian Serbs, limiting the abil- 
ity of peacekeeping troops to 
monitor the latest" ceasefire, 
Mir. Ivanko said. 

“If one of the sides comes 
to us and asks us to investi- 
gate a ceasefire violation 
somewhere we can say to 
them we don’t have the fuel 
because that's the situation. 
We need to build up our fuel 
stocks,” Mr. Ivanko said. 


Bangladesh walk-out deadline approaches 


| DHAKA (R) — Bangladeshi 
I opposition parties on Tues- 
I day said the government had 
! offered no compromise or 
| concession that might per- 
: suade them to cancel their 
threat to resign en masse 
Wednesday from parliament. 

“We don’t see an olive 
! branch yet. A lot of cross- 
1 currents so far only set off 
bubbles of hopes," one 
opposition leader told Reu- 


ters. “To me, things have not 
changed." 

He said the only chance of 
saving the situation was "an 
overt move by Prime Minis- 
ter Begum Khaleda Zia 
agreeing to our demands." 

Opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasma earlier set a Dec. 27 
deadline for Mrs. Khaleda to 
accept demands for holding 
elections under a neutral 
caretaker administration to 
ensure free and fair voo* _. 


Otherwise, she warned, 
opposition members, who 
have been boycotting parlia- 
ment since February, would 
formally quit the legislature 
on Dec. 28 — Wednesday. 

The latest truce proposal 
came Tuesday from Shahidul 
Huq Jamal, a member of 
parliament from the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
and chairman of the Bang- 
ladesh Red Crescent Socie- 
ty. opposition leaders said. 


26 killed in South African province 


DURBAN*. -§pnth ..Africa 
'(AFP) — AT least 26 people,., 
including eight who were 
gunned down in their family 
home, were killed in a 
violence-wracked Christmas 
weekend in KwaZulu-Natal 
province, police said Tues- 
day. 

The eight, all members of 
the same family, died in a hail 
of bullets at dusk Monday 
when three gunmen burst 
into their rural homestead in 
the coastal town of KwamBo- 
nambi, north of here. 

Three people were wound- 


ed in. the attack . 

Polios were unable im- 
mediately to establish a mo- 
tive for the killings, police 
spokesman Colonel Bala 
Naidoo said. 

In another incident, three 
men were killed when gun- 
men armed with automatic 
weapons opened fire on a 
family in Inanda black 
township outside this coastal 
city. Col. Naidoo said. 

He said the attack, for 
which a motive had yet to be 
established, happened when 
the family was returning from 


a party Monday. 

In another, incident, a man \ 
was shot dead, two were 1 
wounded and around 20 huts ’ 
burnt down at Mapumulo ru- } 
ral area north of here. 5 

The remaining deaths took 
place in 11 other townships * 
across the province, which _ 
has borne the brunt of politic- £ 
al violence between suppor- 
ters of Nelson Mandela’s ‘® 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and members of the 
Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party. 


Record 1X4 journalists killed in 1994 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — At 
least 114 journalists were kil- 
led in sometimes gruesome 
circumstance ss, making it the 
deadliest year for reporters 
ever, Aidan White, secretar- 
ay general of the Internation- 
al Federation of Journalists, 
said Tuesday. 

The Brussels-based federa- 
tion this year registered “at • 
least 114 confirmed cases of 
violent death, some in grue- ' 
some' circumstances," he 
said, adding that 15 other 
killings and reports of jour- 
nalists gone missing were still 
being investigated. 

Twelve journalists and five 
other members of news teams 
were also kilted in accidents 
while doing on-the-spot re- 
porting. 

• In 1991. a federation tally 


had spoken of 84 dead worl- 
dwide. 

This year more than half of 
all journalists died while re- 
porting on the ethnic unrest 
in Rwanda and on Algeria’s 
violent showdown between 
Muslim fundamentalists and 
the military-backed govern- 
ment. 

Forty-eight journalists 
from the ethnic “Hutus and 
Tutsis died crushed by the 
conflict" in Rwanda, while in 
Algeria 19 journalists were 
{tilted, according to a federa- 
tion tally. 

“But tiie mafia and politic- 
al terrorists also claimed their 
toll, notably in Russia and 
Latin America where jour 
naJists have been brutally 
assassinated ' said Mr. 
White. 


The federation plans to - * 
provide guidelines for jour- 1 '** 
nalists* safety to encourage 1 
the media, unions and gov-’ 
ernments to act. 

Such guidelines would in-..' 
elude better information and< . 
training for journalist*' 
travelling to crisis areas, 
along with pressure put or 
employers to provide bette: 
insurance and social security 
cover. 

Governments must ack- 

nowiedge that journalists 
security is more and more ai 
risk, said Mr. White. 

"Freedom of the press i* 
not. in terms of democracy', ^, an 
marginal problem becaus(\jrp 
without freedom of the pres 
there is no democracy.” saic— 
Mr. White. 


Quake rattles Eureka, northern California 


n 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
5.3-magnitude earthquake 
rattled nerves in the northern 
California city of Eureka ear- 
ly Monday, snapping power 
lines, damaging some homes 
and stores, and causing minor 
injuries. 

In response to the quake, 
the Eureka City Council and 
Humboldt County Board of 
Supervisors both declared a 
state of local emergency. The 
• declarations allow them to ask 
the state for earthquake re- 
lief. 

City officials said there 
were only two reports of 
minor earthquake-related in- 
juries, both caused by broken 
glass. 

Building inspectors, still 
surveying the area, have told 
two families evacuated from 
their homes earlier today due 
to quake damage they can 
now neroitt. 

Authorities in the city cen- 
tre were forced to close a 
Street due to a natural gas 
leak. Two department stores 
and a public library were also 
dosed. Local bridges sus- 
tained minor damage, but 


none were closed, said Eure- 
ka spokeswoman Sally 
Goetz. 

Police reported one looting 
inddent. 

The moderate quake, 
which struck at 6:30 a.m. 
(1410 GMT) was centred 
offshore, about 20 kilometres 
south-west of Eureka, a Paci- 
fic coast rity 285 miles (458- 
km) north of San Frandsco, 
according to the U.S. Geolo- 
gical Survey’s National Ear- 
thquake Information Centre 
in Golden. Colorado. 

The quake was felt as far 
north as southern Oregon. 

“I awoke to a violent shak- 
ing.” Ms. Goetz said, adding 
that the quake lasted for only 
a few seconds. 

Seismologists said the 
quake measured 5.3 on the 
open-ended Richter Scale, a 
magnitude capable of causing 
moderate damage. 

A series of smaller after- * 
shocks have since been re- 
ported. One aftershock, 
which occurred at 8:12 a.m. - 
pst (1602 GMT) measured 
3.4 on the Richter Scale, 
seismologists said. 


"There was some damage 
in downtown Eureka," sai- 
U.S. Geological Surve®! 
physical science technicia^, 
Frank Baldwin. "There wer j 
reports of some broke- 
glass." 

Ms. Goetz said scattere ir ’ 
power outages were reports 5 ?' 
for hours following th • 
quake. By mid-morninel’J 1 
however, Ms. Goetz saiTu 
there were no new reports cj,° 
outages. ‘” e 

Monday's quake, whic^j 
struck along the vertical fauf,,. 
line of the Gorda PlateT* 
occurred in a seismically ac , ’ 
five area. lo . 

The last major seismi|£ r 
event to stike near Eureka ^ 
located in Humboldt County 
occurred on Sept. 2 and meaptfght 

°P tiie Richtec to t 
Scale. The impact of th- 
Sept. 1 quake, however, wa 
limited because it was cen 
tred 90 miles (145-km) out inn 
» ”25? 0cean off Eureka 
In 1992, a 7.1 quake nea 
Eureka damaged 300 homes 
injured 95 people and causei 
more than S50 million o 
damage. 
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Time for new mandate 


- WHEN DR. Abdul Salam Majali took over the 
| premiership in May 1993, his mandate, as was 
' contained in His Majesty the King’s letter of 
. designation, included holding the 1993 Par- 
: liamentary elections, -the strengthening of state 
! institutions, maintaining balance between the 
| three branches of government, reforming the 
; civil service, safeguarding democracy and con- 
; tinning the quest for a comprehensive peace, 
j During the past 19 months. Dr. M^jali’s 
■ government has worked very hard to implement 
; the King’s directives. In the course of these 
; months, some of Hie King’s wishes were fulfilled. 

; The elections were held on time and were 
i conducted fairly, albeit with disgrantiement by 
! Dr. Majali’s antagonists. Bnt while state institu- 
; Hons hardly witnessed a change, the balance 
• between the three branches of government went 
! through stress and strain, especially when Parlia- 
| mentarians accused the Cabinet of extending its 
j power at their expense. 

| Generally, our democratisation process stayed 
; the course but not without serious complaints 
! that freedoms were at times curbed. In all of this, 

; the government was abfe to achieve one very 
l important goal, which is peace with Israel. 

J Here again detractors of the government 
| criticise, attack and say what they want about the 
agreement and the rok *fce prime minister played 
in engineering It. 

In all cases, the supporters and opponents of 
Dr. Msyah commend him for his integrity, 
sincerity and honesty. Yet many of them agree 
that his government lacked a virion for the future 
of the country and that even if it had one, it faded 
to articulate it and, at times, only made confusing 
signals about it, 

Now that His Majesty has signalled that 
change was due, the next government, whether 
j headed by Dr. Majali or someone else, needs to 
i translate the King’s vision for the future of 
Jordan in the new era into concrete steps of 
action at all levels. Peace in the Middle East, 
while it lasts, presents Jordan with a golden 
opportunity to direct its resources, both human 
and material, into building a modern state that 
can be a model for the Arabs to emu l ate. The new 
government needs to bolster national unity with 
new mechanisms, needs to reform government 
administration with seriousness and needs to 
plant new roots for a wider and more participa- 
tory democracy. Even more, the new government 
needs to engage and mobilise the whole people in 
an effort to carry a genuine and credible mod- 
ernisation drive. 

In order to do all of this, the new government 
needs to be not only visionary and strong. It will 
have to count on wide support in the country as a 
whole. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i Tuesday discussed Russia's involve- 
ment in the Chechen republic, expressing the view that the 
Western nations are gloating over the events there. Jihad 
Momani said that Chechenya was a new trap for Moscow 
after Afghanistan in order to drain away Moscow’s 
remaining power. The Western world wants to keep 
Moscow embroiled in internal strife and in problems 
related to Russia's neighbours and so remove Russia from 
major world scenes, and belittle its influence in various 
parts of the world. The writer said that Moscow has 
committed a major blunder by being bogged down in 
fi ghtin g against the Chechens because the conflict would 
cost Russia a great deal and would further weaken the 
former superpower. Furthermore , the Russian rockets 
falling on civilian targets and killing innocent civilians 
would damage the credibility of the Russian regime before 
the eyes of toe Third World, and this is one more objective 
of foe Western plot, said the writer. He said that 
Washington and its Western allies are Overjoyed over the 
developments also because they want to see Tsiam con- 
tained and restricted by all means. 


MOHAMMAD KAWASH, a writer in AJ Dustour, 
advocated the cause of the old pensioners, saying that they 
receive meagre pension not enough for their . sustenance. 
The veteran servicemen and civil servants have ihe right to 
demand that the government do them justice and increase 
their pension after spending the prime of their lives serving 
their nation. He said it is only just and fair to give attention 
to those who bad served their nation so diligently and 
faithfully but are now feeing the rising prices and cannot 
find the means to ensure additional income sufficient for 
their mere sustenance. The writer said that it would not 
take a miracle for the government to come up with a 
reasonable formula to do the oI<i pensioners’ justice. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. J m* 


U.S. economic assistance and 
compliance with the terms of peace 


WHILE UJE Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) is 
expected to jump through hoops to qualify for IimitealLS. 
assistance and support in the peace P nxcss ’j t f” 
unconditional aid in an amount that fer excee d s the puxy 

Palestinian sum. . . , 

In addition to the annual congressional appropriation of 
S3 billion (and hundreds of millions mo re m other 
defence-related contracts), this year Israeli received an 
outright add-on grant of $80 million to support Russm 
Jewish resettlement projects. This last amount » larger 
than the total U-S. appropriation for fiscal year 1995 to the 
Pales tinians . 

While U.S. aid to the Palestinians is conditional on the- 
PLO’s compliance with “terms of the peace process” as 
defined by the U.S. Congress (which literally t ransl at es to 
commitments demanded by the pr^- Israel lobby m Con- 
gress), U.S. aid to Israel is exempt from political conditions 
and is even exempt from any congressional or bureaucratic 
oversight- In other words, the “accountabiliw and trans- 
parency” r e qu ir ements t hat apply to the PLO and every 
other U.S. aid recipient do not apply to the government of 

Israel. 

In order to certify that the FLO has met the conditions of 
U.S. aid, the State Department earlier this month issued a 
report on PLO performance (combating terrorism, recog- 
nising Israel's right to exist, ending the Arab boycott of 
Israel, etc.). The report was generally favourable and so 
next week, the U.S. president will almost certainly declare 
thaf the PLO is qualified to receive its 1995 aid allotment. 

What is troubling, however, is not only the feet that the 
burden of compliance fells exclusively and unfairly on only 
the Palestinians, but that the U.S. assistance once granted 
is so bureaucratically encumbered that the Palestinian do 
not really receive the foil benefits of this aid. 

Unlike the S3 billion in U.S. aid to Israel, the $75 million 
to the Palestinian is not given directly to the Palestinian 
national authority. In feet, Israel is the only country of all 
the U.S. aid recipients to receive direct cash grant. AH 
other recipients have their aid administered by the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (AID), and so it is 
for die Palestinian aid. 

U.S. aid to Palestinians 

Of the $500 milliOD pledged by the United Stales at the 
October, 12, 1993 donors conference, only $375 auQion 
was intended as direct aid. The other $125 million was, in 
feet, loan guarantees (not loans) to support U.S. private 
investors seeking joint ventures with Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza. The loan guarantees programme is 
one of the better U.S. international support projects since 
it provides risk insurance and guarantees for U.S. investor* 
who use commercial bank loans to put capital to work in 
the West Bank and Gaza. Already*, the Overseas Private 
Inve st me n t Corporation (OPIC), the U.S. agency that 
oversees the loan guarantee programme, has armranngwi 
that they are working with five U.S. investors who have 
partnerships with West Bank and Gaza businessmen. 
These first five joint ventures will take advantage of $90 
mQHon in loan guarantees and political risk insurance. The 
$90 million invested will generate over 4,000 jobs in the 
Palestinian territories. 

Unfortunately, the story of direct U.S. aid is not ao 
positive. While AID has issued its 1994 final report showing 
actual disbursements to West Bank and Gaza of $75 
tmHion, almost half of that amount has not actually been 
disbursed. And of the amount that has been given, 
two-thirds has been in the form of direc t assistance toward 
start up costs for the Palestinian Authority. 

With the exception of the one aid funded bousing project 
(which, after six months, remains a barely started founda- 
tion), the remaining rmlBoos of aid dzsbursements have 
been to the U.S. private voluntary organisation (PVOs) 
and some Washington-based consultant groups to provide 
studies, training and technical assistance either to aid itself 
or to Palestinians. The problem with these “technical 
assistance” programmes, of coarse, is that they do not 
create needed jobs or investment in Gaza and they have 
been designed by aid itself and awarded to U.S. contractors 
without any consultation with the Palestinian leadership. 

For example, die $11 million technical training program- 
me to support the Palestinian private sector and small 
business development was rewarded to a U.S.-based PVO 
that has had no experience in the Middle East (they had 
received a previous AID contract in Russia). 

On the other hand, since the Sept. 13, 1993 signing of the 
Declaration of Prinriples, die government of Israel has 
confiscated or sealed off almost 25,000 acres of Palestinian- 
owned land .in the West Bank and Gaza. In addition. 


Ykzhak Rabo gmwnncst hMCMtiaoed to bt&l boosing 
mat s ia the occa p k d icrn:ooc* at a steady pace. In wbax 
Israel calb "Gre ate r JeraakoT* — which extends as much 
aboca 13 fcik*actxtt* iaio the Wot Bank — the government 
has planned for the caescnxrioa of ISJD00 new homes (in 
addrrioB to the 13,008 mar* s to ne d by ebe Likud govern- 
ment aad now bring com pl eted by the Labour govern- 
ment). Is the rest of the West Basic, the Labourite* have 
or cuudadod anot her 4,000 new homes (is 
addition to the llJSOOmtts chat were started by the Likud 
government w h ich they have pledged to complete). 

The Israeli ynus a u t damn chat the majority of the 
new cooRzuctioo is private aad not g overnm ent (m order 
to techmcaHy comp ly with the UiL-Isracl agreement 
regarding U-S- Joan guarantees), but there is s ig nific a nt 
govermneae ow ofrcaacat ia *3 of tba construction and, is 
^□y case, mterastioiiiri law holds the occupying authority 
responsible for afi such a cti v ities m areas unoer its control. 

A number of faamaa rights organisations have repotted 
the c orafa** 1 ** pra ctic e by both the official occupation 
forces and aimed snoops of settien to uproot, bulldoze « 
otherwise destroy Pawhaan fruit trees. In just the month 
of October, for example, Al H&q (foe Palestinian branch of 
the InusraRtiooal Coanissoa of Jurists), rep orted three 
serious *"*»**» in which seeders destroyed 55S dunums of 
Palestinian fruit tree*. 


“While U.S. aid to the Palestinians 
is conditional on the PLO’s com- 
ptiance with “terms of the peace 
process’* as defined by the U.S- Con- 
gress (which literally translates to 
commitments demanded by the pro- 
Israel lobby in Congress), U.S. aid to 
Israel is exempt fiM^poOtical condi- 
tions and is even exempt from any 
congressional or bureaucratic over- 
sight. 


Equally troubling has been the impact of the closures oo 
Palestinian trade and commerce. The closure in 
blockades Giza and Jericho from Israel. Egypt. Jordan and 
the Mediterranean Sea. The results have been devastating. 
Unemployment has grown to 50 per cent. Exports have all 
bat stopped and foe Palestinian Grass National Product 
dropped by 25 per cent compared to last May. Reductions 
in employment result in reductions in tax oottecxwas, 
thereby denying foe PN A, needed revenues to operate basic 
services. TMs erowogric unce rt ai nty in mm tea di to a 
rindty in prime investment and foe hope of e rr a r l r ^ 
re m ri o Rniiiip i to ie u iod by foe Israeli government. Among, 

. 1) The between Gaza and Jericho Is 

mopcfa&tc. (paefe) insisted on blocking Gazans 
who «se fori pssaarirto Jericho from entering the West 
B* 3 *- Thisis in riobfion of the Crossing Points article (on 
foepage 20 of the agr eement ) which considers passage 
from Jerich o zo foe West Bank akin to passage within too 
West Bank, reqmruag no permit or even an official crossing 
effect, luaeU warns to separate Gaza from foe 
West Bank, requiting Gazans to obtain the same p e rmi t it 
ta w nd t hem to have when into Israel. 

2) Palestinian political priso ners and detainees in Israeli 
ja3s and detention camps are still there despite the Cairo 
agreement requirements. More than six thousand of them 
are still denied their freedom. 

3) The Economic Agreement is only partially im- 
ptemented. Taxes and custom duties are collected by 
Israel. Rebates to foe Palestinian authority are partial »nrf 
delayed. It took six months to make Palestinian i m port 
penults acceptable at Israeli entry points. Palestinian 
exports to Israel face serious problems... 

4) The Cairo Agreement's Second Annex requires Israel 
to submit to foe FNA water co nsump tion figures for the 
settksmoits in Gaza prior to the transfer of power to the 
FNA. Furthermore, it requires Israel to submit meter 
reafongs for every single well in foe Settlements 6n a 
periodic basis. This has not been implemented. 



« Tl*! msc Annex require* Iwarl to dchvw to the PN A 
■ complete list of all foe BnchMtogjcal »* 

removed from G&» and Jericho It tm faded m Us to do 

n No ototRR b* mode by Israel w uoatmuuit to 
dcS^bSto foe PNA areal OO foe B«cfa of foe 
MawMri. No progrew « made on ihc area of Jcncho to be 

delivered to the rNA. # , 

7) Four n r iK*w»h* lave passed after foe dcftSiac of July 13 

far foe ctectioo*. redeployment in the Rank, and 

deployment of the Palestinian Police Thai ts uor of the 
mart Hang ing aspects of foe problem* of the peace 
nrpccff- 

8) I mpfeanca t arioa of foe Earty Empowerment Amec- 
mewt signed in August is not yet comoteic. Israel added a 
ocw requirement to foe Agreement, which is av ail a ba hty of 
dooorfrmfong for foe potential shortfall in tax cuficctian in 
the West Bank. No such condition crises in foe Agree* 
meat," 

Any objective observer would note that Israel's failures 
to comply with terms of the peace process are neater us 
foeir severity than those alleged against the Paksumata. 
And vet, it remains only ooc of the ironies of foe peace 
proems that foe burden of crxppiianor fatU exclusively on 
foe Palestinians. 

Jerusalem: an example 

An example of foe ironies that abound m this entire 
question of compliance can be wen m foe U.S. ami leach 
petitions oo Jerusalem 

Due to the terms of foe laxach- Palestinian PccUrahw of 
Prinaptea (DOP), foe sovereignty of Jerusalem is to be 
determined in final status negotiations between the two 
i, U.S. po&ry towards the eastern portion of the city 
since 1967) has gone through a subtle but 
srenfocant tranrionnatioa. 

u.S, policy has k»g considered the entire question of 
Jerusalem as unresolved (since this nation like every other 
does not place an embassy in that city), but the U S. has 
coorisumuy maintained that foe eastern portion of the city, 
including foe large swathes of land to its north, south and 
west, to be “occupied territory. ’* Simx the signing of foe 
hracti-Patestiman DOP and the recognition of Jerusalem 
aa a “final status’" issue, it is the Palestinians who hare lost 
in both potky and practice. 

Israel W continued its closure of the entirety of the 
expanded and self-declared ''annexed" portions of Jeru- 
salem. Palestinians from the West Bank are then regularly 
dented access to foe mefoeal. rdigrom. social, cultural and 
educational institutions of the eastern part of the aty. 
Jerusalem, which was a mufti-faceted centre for West Bank 
Palestinian social lift, has now become, to them, a no 
man's land. 

The U.S. Congress and administrarion pay link 1 atten- 
tion to Israeli actions that are prejudice to the final status of 
Jerusalem. The closure and foe expanded Jewish construc- 
tion in the Palestinian areas around the city continue 
unabatod. And white ignoring there Israeli actions. Con* 
great has moved to forbad U.S. ageneics or agents from 
dealing with Palestinian officiate in Jerusalem — so as “not 
J? wejudiH the final status negotiations." Even OPIC loan 
guarantees are not applicable to any U.S. -Palestinian joint 
venture to invest capuri in foe eastern pare of the ary. 

Member* of Congress raraUriy join in teraefi express- 
ions of outrage over PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
comments on foe Palestinian intention to see Jerusalem as 
foe cultural capital of a Patestiman state. But they ignore 
foe repeated claims by Israel that Jerusalem is the 
undivided capital of Israel. Prime Minister Rabin himself 
ha* on a number of occasion* stated ha belief that 
•'Jerusalem" will remain united and under Israeli 
sovereignty.” 

And m tiro context, it is bizarre that no one understands 
how odd it was for 279 congressmen to sign a tetter to 
President Clinton in October in which they claimed: "We 
remain unwavering in chit belief that Jerusalem is Israel’s 
capital — and omy Israel’s capital — and that it must 
remain a united city under Israeli sovereignty.” The letter 
goes on to state "we support the action taken by foe U.S. 
Congress to prohibit any new offices or meetings in 
Jerusalem to deal with foe Palestinian Authority. Jeru- 
salem is foe capital of only one country, Israel, andwc urge 
you to implement a policy that doe* not in any way support 
a Palestinian claim to the dry." 

And so foe question must not be asked, who is in 
compliance and who is not and, in any case, can the U.S. 
(as driven as it by pro-Israel sentiment) act as an effective 
and neutral arbiter on this matter. 


Why the Jews of the Arab countries left for Israel 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

IN my article -Palestinian Refugees — who's- to blame, 
published in foe Jordan limes on Dec. 18. 1994, 1 sought to 
counter the allegation made by Shimon Peres in his book 
titled: “The New Middle East" that some thousands of 
Palestinians left Palestine in 1948 because the Arab leaders 
of the neighbouring countries called upon them to leave the 
war zones with the baseless hope that they will return after 
foe Arab states win the war. I showed that in fact foe 
Palestinian refugees were either forced or threatened to 
leave or physidally expelled from their towns and villages. 

The second allegation made in Mr. Peres’ book is that 
the Jews of the Arab countries were "expelled" from there 
and had to emigrate to Israel. This latter allegation is 
blatently untrue. 

The Jews of foe Arab countries were infact urged bv 
Zionist propaganda to emigrate to Israel. The Zionist’s 
published false news about Jews being persecuted in the 
Arab World. In addition, it is now an incontrovertible fact 
that in the 1950s Zionists perpetrated several bomb 
explosions in the Jewish centres of Baghdad. Cairo. 
Damascus and Moroccan dries to frighten the Jews to /lock 
to Israel. Thus Zionist propaganda coupled with dander,- 
tine terrorism against the Jews of the Arab countries have 
succeeded to drive thousands of them out and to Israel. 

Indeed the Jews of the Arab countries were not subject 
•to anti-semitism or to persecution by their governments, 
nor fellow dtizens. The Arabs and the Arab states have 
never in their long history persecuted their law-abiding 
Jewish dtizens. The stigma of real persecution is historical- 
ly and typically Western. The persecution of the 
reached its apex at foe hands of the Nazis in Europe. n q 
such similar persecution at all had occurred in the Arab 
countries. There are at present thousands of Jews living j n 
the Arab countries, who despite American Jewish and 
Zionist propaganda and false news about their maltreat- 
ment were not deluded by this propaganda and are living in 
peace and harmony with their fellow dtizens. 

No pogroms occurred against the Jews in the history of 
the Arabs as that of Tzarist Russia or Nazi Germany. Wh en 
for example Andalusia in Spain was under the rule of the 
Umayyad Arabs, foe Jews shared in the reigns of govern- 
ment and attained a high level. of culture' and philosophy In 
foe year 1492, however, when King Ferdinand and Que en 
Isabella of Spain captured Granada, the last Arab stron- 
ghold in Spain, thousands of Arabs as well as Jews fled ro 


North Africa as they could not live under the despotic and 
fanatic Spanish rule of the time. 

In his classic book The Gun And The Olive Branch," 
David Hirst says: *' Zionism had much less appeal to 
oriental Jews than it did to European Jews. In their vast 
I majority, the ‘oriental Jews were actually Arab Jews, and 
Tfie reason for foeir indifference was simply that, historical- 
ly. they had not suffered anything Eke the persecution and 
discrimination of foeir brethren in European Christendom. 
Prejudice did exist but their lives were on the whole 
comfortable and their roots were deep. They were nowhere 
more at home than in Iraq.” 


‘‘Thus auti-sexnitBm was and still is 
used as double tool in the hands of 
political Zionists, It uses It abroad as a 
Damocles sword on the hedds of those 
who criticise Israel while it manipu- 
lates it as a means to frighten the Jews 
to flock to Israel.” 


It is true that the revolt and the troubles caused by the 
Arabs in Palestine i n 1930’s and 19»» against British 
mandatory power for allowing unlimited Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine had foeir effect on foe^rat* everywhere 
and consequently the Arab Jews were treated with suspi - 
rion. in Iraq some Jew* were killed. B® this pogrom was 
foe only one in Iraq history and took p®® at a time of 
political chaos when the revolt of RashKJAh al Kailani was 
collapsing aad mov. of his administration bfld taken flighi 
“ a British expeditionary force arrived fa Baghdad. But 
there was no more violence. Bv of 1«*4K there 

were 13O.Q00 Jews m Iraq. 

But the 2Sraist* w cre active in tiwSfrmdst and when 
foe Zionistti#*ded to convince the Jew* cH***! ro emigrate 
{obrael tl|y used bombs to frighten *» leave for 

... Furtbentjore. in order that Zionism achieve foe 
ingathering of Jews in Palestine, it wgtwragcd anti- 
semitism an even persecution of the countries 



in which they were living. Zionism has from the start 
considered the Jew* as foreigners in those countries. Even 
Heal, the father of Zionism, himself wa> quite conscious of 
the convergence of anti-semitism with Zionism when he 
stated: “The anti-Semites are cui most reliable friends and 
the ami-scmitic countries 3rc our allies.” Hcr*l saw the 
usefulness of ann-semreism as an incentive to Jewish 
immigration to Palestine. Hcr/1\ Diaiv which was pub- 
lished after his death in 1904 shows that in his contacts with 
and correspondence to prominent political leaders of ho 
time, he was telling them ih.it Jews weie rebels and 
potential revolutionaries in the countucs thrv were living 
m. In his contact with Tzarist Kuvsia hr asked Witte the 
Tzarist minister of finance to cneuiii.iee the Jews to 
emigrate. Witte replied' ''We encottr.ier the Jew's tv' 
emigrate by kicking them ” 

■ *”J US anl, ; scr ? ilis 7? wa * nml stl11 * as j double tool 
in the hands of political Zionists. It uses ,r abroad as a 
Damocles sword on the heads of those who vnlic.se Israel 

flock te T faSSr , * tC!k U a nwjn * M !n >’htr* the Jews to 

The wli-knnwn umt-Ztotiist Jewish writes \lfied 1 risen- 
tal quoted in bis book. "The Other Side of for tom." what 

follows. I would scud svuing men us for roumi;, where 
?S!S- a ^ abS<irbCd m * mful w ft "'at isj action Ihe task ot 

SSrKe V T W for arises as 

£*"* Jc *v. l,h ' tmv ^ em,ur MK-h ^ 

I can vouch that^th^r W Tw CNl,,,C Aml iuw,, ‘ w ‘"timacun 
i can vouch that the results m terms ot a considerable 

decades to deaf ears ’* Anothr-« i preaching tor 

immigrate to Israel. **' ,l ’ uv l " 

:hr 

Mr. Peres, hut hTC X mi 'tP 11 ' 
manipulation of unri-wmirism fo « c » h 'hmm am! £iom>t 
Arab Jewish eitieSS <* 

still thousands of Jew* living , n the A«s <hlU “ h lKcrr 3rr 
in Egypt. Iraq. Morocco and w ma,nU 

not irrelevant to mention that one W n 

Hassan of Morocco is a Jew. ! Xh ^ * uiviM>lN « King 
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Carbon monoxide kills 3 


(Continued from page 1) 

fire engulfed an education- 
al centre in Misdar road, 
causing extensive dam age 
but no injuries. 

Capt. Share’ said inves- 
tigations proved that the 
fire was caused by a 
kerosene heater. 

“One of the employees 
we questioned said that 
while filling the beater it 
engulfed and the fire 
spread," he said. 

It took firefighters one 
and a halt hours to control 
and extinguish the fire at 
the Universal Cultural 


Centre and prevent it from 
spreading, Capt. Share’ 
said. 

Capt. Share’ could not 
give an estimate of the los- 
ses, but said that all the 
contents of the centre, in- 
cluding computers, type- 
writers, chairs and tables, 
were totally burnt. 

It was the second fire 
involving shops in Amman 
in three days. On Dec. 24, 
an electric failure was be- 
lieved to be the cause of a 
fire that destroyed a shoe 
store in Jabal Hussein. No 
casualties were reported 
in that blaze. 


After the bullets , the tourist explosion 


Yeltsm orders continued attack 


(Continued from page 1) 

He emphatically ruled out 
any question that the mainly- 
Muslim territory would be 
allowed to break away. 

“The longer the situation 
in the Chechen Republic goes 
on, the greater the destruc- 
tive effect on Russia’s stabil- 
ity. It has become one of the 
main internal threats to our 
state's stability,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

He also emphasised that 
“the way to a political settle- 
ment is still open.” 

In remarks directed at 
army soldiers, officers and 
Interior Ministry personnel, 
Mr. Yeltsin said: “A clear 
objective has been placed be- 
fore you: disarm bandit 
fonuationc, get them to lay 
down or destroy their heavy 
weapons. 

He said that armed 
“gangs” in Chechenya would 
be “firmly stopped." 

*T ask you to make every 
effort to reach that goal and 
believe that you will," he said 
in his first speech since Rus- 
sian troops were seat to 
Chechenya on Dec. 11. 

“You were sent to 
Chechenya to protect the in- 
terests cf the Russian state, 
the interests of all the peoples 
of onr country. You are 
under the protection of the 
state, of the constitution of 
Russia and under the person- 
al protection of the presi- 
dent.” 

Chechenya is “part and 
parcel of the Russian Federa- 
tion.” 

“No ferrite ry has the right 
to secede,” he said, referring 
to Chechenya's unilateral de- 
claration of independence 
three years ago. . 

Mr. Yeltsin said the un- 
checked development of 
crime ic Chechenya was thre- 
atening the entire country. 
"Your own faintly may (one 
day) fall victim” to it, he 
added. 

Grozny was being sealed 
off and armed groups stop- 
ped, Mr. Yeltsin said, adding 
that Chechen borders were 
uitGcr control and ‘traffick- 
ing in arms, drugs and false 
money was stopped." 

“Law and order will be 
restored on the territory of 
the republic of Chechenya,” 
said Mr. Yeltsin, adding that 
Grozny “must be free of cri- 
minal elements as soon as 
possible.” 

Mr. Yeltsin said he shared 
Chechens’ fears of a with- 
drawal of Russian troops be- 
fore the republics’ “many 
armed men” have been dis- 
armed. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman 
Vyacheslav Kostikov said 


Mr. Yeltsin was primarily ex- 
pressing support for the Rus- 
sian military who were “car- 
rying out their prime patriotic 
duty, which is not to allow 
the disintegration of Russia.” 

Mr. Kostikov said Mr. 
Yeltsin was aware of the fact 
that he found himself in “a 
very complicated situation." 

Mr. Yeltsin was also “very 
concerned" before making 
his speech because of what 1 
Kostikov called “a certain 
misunderstanding of the 
situation in the mass media.” 

“Many people do not 
understand what is going on 
the Chechenya, why we 
waited for so long, why Rus- 
sian troops axe acting this 
way,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s speech will 
enable many Russians to 
understand the situation per- 
fectly, Mr. Kostikov added. 

Iran and Libya have called 
for a united Islamic stand to 
urge Russia to end its “mas- 
sacre” in Chechenya, Tehran 
Radio said. 

The call came in a tele- 
phone conversation between 
President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani and Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
late Monday. 

The two leaders “deplored 
Che killings in Chechenya, 
notably attacks on Grozny” 
and called for a peaceful re- 
solution of the confirit as 
“the only reasonable way” to 
end the crisis. 

They called for “a unified 
stand in the Islamic World to 
convince Russia to end the 
Chechen massacre,” the 
radio said. 

The Kremlin sent troops 
and tanks into Chechenya on 
■ Dec. 22 to disarm forces loyal 
- to separatist leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, who declared inde- 
pendence in October 1991. 

“I call on you to do every- 
thing you can to fulfil this 
task and I believe you will do 
so,” Mr. Yeltsin said Tues- 
day, directly addressing the 
armed forces. Armed bands 
who resisted would be 
crushed. 

“Remember that the ex- 
plosion of banditry on 
Chechen soil threatens our 
entire country. Your lrin 
could be among its victims," 
he said. 

“I want to assure all Rus- 
sians — do not worry. Order 
and peace will be restored to 
Chechenya. We will take me- 
asures to avoid dragging out a 
solution of this complicated 
problems.” 

The Russian leader said 
Mr.Dudayev, a former Soviet 
air force general, was in pow- 
er illegally and bad launched 
an unprecedented crime 
wave against the rest of the 
country. 


Algerian crisis deepens 


(Continued from page 1) 


ities were “deeply shocked 
and overwhelmed and conde- 
mned the odious crime with 
the utmost severity." 

It reiterated an appeal to 
French nationals to leave 
Algeria and said the French 
embassy had told Algerian 
authorities of France's “most 
serious concern.” 

France has voiced irritation 
at the attitude of Algerian 
authorities during the hijack- 
ing. Algeria turned down a 
French offer of police help 
while rne plane stood on a 
runway at Algiers airport and 
only agreed to let the plane 
fly to' France after Prime 
Minister Balladur, fearing a 
bloodbath, personally inter- 
vened with President 
Liair.ine Zeroual. 

Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe said after the hijacking 
ended that the bloody con- 
flict between Muslim rebels 
and the Algerian government 
was likely to bring more vio- 
lence against French in- 
terests. 

France, basking in the suc- 
cess of its bold twilight raid, 
weighed urgent new steps to 
protect its nationals in Alger- 
ia. 

Prime Minister Balladur 
called senior aides to an 
early-morning meeting to 
work out stricter security me- 
asures for French nationals in 
the strife-lorn north African 
country. . 

Paris later said it would 
maintain a suspension of all 


By Paul Mansfield 

FROM THE air it's as if 
nothing has changed. The 


plane comes in low over 
Beirut at night, crossing a 
bowl of sparkling lights ring- 
ed by mountains on one side 
and the dark expanse of the 
Mediterranean on the other. 
In the airport ter minal there 
are sleepy officials and a few 
soldiers with automatic 
weapons. Only the bullet 
holes in the corrugated iron 
fencing hint at the damage 
done by 17 years of civil war. 

Tourists are slowly return- 
ing to Lebanon. This tiny 
country of three million peo- 
ple imploded on itself in the 
early seventies, turning the 
former commercial capital of 
the Middle East into a war 
zone. Christians fought with 
Muslims, each side spawning 
myriad warring factions. 
Other parties were drawn in 

— die Israelis, the PLO, the 
Syrians, the Americans, the 
french, the British, the U.N. 

— and most of them even- 
tually withdrew licking their 
wounds. 

By the late eighties Leba- 
non had become synonymous 
with car bombs, civilian mas- 
sacres and hostages. Then, in 
1992, with more than 100,000 
people dead, a free election 
brought peace and the killing 
finally stopped. The in- 
famous “ militias 1 * were dis- 
banded and their members 
conscripted into the ex- 
panded Lebanese army. 

Lebanon’s new govern- 
ment has given itself 10 ytjars 
in which to reconstruct the 
country. “Project 2002” is 


already well under way and, 
astonishingly, it seems to be 
working. 

Beirut, the former “Paris 
of the Middle East,” bore the 
brunt of the war. What was 
once a palm-lined district of 
offices, shops and res- 
taurants, is now a giant 
bomb-site. Ornate Ottoman 
facades are pockmarked with 
bullet holes. Buildings have 
been gutted by rocker and 
mortar fire, the wreckage 
gpes on for block after block, 
a grotesque panorama of des- 
truction. The bombed-out 
shell of the Holiday Inn still 
disfigures the Beirut skyline, 
a stark reminder of the bad 
old days. 

Bnt everywhere there are 
signs of recovery. New build- 
ings are springing up, older 
ones being renovated or, 
more frequently razed to the 
ground and replaced. In the 
chic commercial district of 
Hamra I had breakfast of 
coffee and croissants at an 
open-air cafe and watched 
the parade of well-heeled 
shoppers in the streets. De- 
signer goods are bade in the 
stores: On the seafront bat- 
tered old VW vans dispense 
ice cream to strollers on the 
Cornitihe. 

Up in the hills, in the 
fashionable suburbs of 
Broummana and Beit Men, 
where rich Beirutis still main- 
tain their weekend homes, 
first-class restaurants and 
hotels have reopened. And at 
the resort of Jounieh, 20-km 
to the north, the “strip” on 
Saturday night is a Maze of 
neon. Outside Beirut it seems 
the war never took place. I 


drove south to Tyre, founded 
by the Phoenicians in the 
3000 B.C. Down at the old 
harbour, wooden fishing 
boats are still built by hand. 
Chains of beefy young fisher- 
men, stripped to the waist, 
unloaded baskets of fish on 
the waiting trucks amid the 
tang of salt and diesel. 

The road to Tyre passes 
through some of Lebanon's 
prettiest scenery, rich farm- 
land dotted with orange and 
lemon groves, and scented by 
wild flowers. At Sidon we 
stopped at the magnifeient 
Crusader castle, and wan- 
dered round the vaulted 
souk, a medieval labyrinth of 
damp stone alleyways, where 
old men sat outside cafes 
smoking nargileb hubble- 
bubble pipes (£1 a lung- 
searing go) and drinking Ara- 
bic coffee flavoured with car- 
damom. 

The only evidence of war 
was the army checkpoints; a 
cluster of old tyres in the 
road, a wooden guardhouse, 
a few machme-gun-totmg sol- 
diers peering cautiously into 
the car. Many checkpoints 
are manned by the Syrian 
army, whose continuing pre- 
sence the Lebanese deeply 
resent. “They are stupid peo- 
ple,” said Ali, our driver. 
“But then they're still in our 
country, so I guess that 
makes us stupid too." 

■ Like many Lebanese, Ali 
exuded a curious mixture of 
confidence and uncertainty. 
How had he survived the 
war? “We tried to live nor- 
mally. We went out. We met 
our friends. If something bad 
was going to happen, we 


would usually bear about it a 
few days before,” Even civil 
wars, it seems, have a 
grapevine. 

Checkpoints aside, the ma- 
jor hazard of Lebanese roads 
is the traffic. Lebanese driv- 
ing is creative, in the 
broadest sense. When one 
lane is blocked, create 
another. When thar's blocked 
too, create a third even if it 
heads straight into the 
oncombing traffic. Drivers 
flog their beaten-up Mer- 
cedes and BMWs down the 
pitted roads at suicidal speed 
a style that no doubt evolved 
over 17 years of dodging bul- 
lets. 

Tyre’s spectacular Roman 
hippodrome and ancient 
town were largely deserted. 
Alexander the Great laid 
siege to the city in the 4th 
century B.C. as did the 
Babylonians, Romans, Cru- 
saders and finally the Muslim 
Mamelukes. Lebanon is no 
stranger to invasion. 

The pretty town of Byblos, 
north of Beirut, is one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited 
cities in the world. Inland, 
the road winds up into the 
Lebanon mountains past the 
cedars of Lebanon, from 
which King Solomon con- 
structed his temple at Jeru- 
salem. Those sadly, are now 
only a small grove in what 
was once a mountain-side of 
trees. 

The mountains are dotted 
with vineyards and olive 
groves. Houses with red tiled 
roofs cling to the steep 
slopes. In country towns 
young men in checked kef- 


fiyehs hang around dusty 
squares, chatting. At Bchar- 
re, birthplace, of the poet 
Khalil Gibran, a goat was 
being skinned in the street, 
and a group of mini-skirted 
girls stood in the faded entr- 
ance of the Cinema Rivoli, 
now a kebab shop, with 
chickens on a spit roasting in 
the window. 

At Hasroun we stopped for 
tea in a dilapidated cafe, 
where the owner, dressed as 
if for a night at the opera and 
speaking exquisite, 
Levantine-accented French, 
bowed gravely, brought tea, 
fussed with the table, and 
passed round cigarettes. It 
was a near-comic display of 
formality but it had a pur- 
pose. Everything is back to 
normal now, the manager 
was demonstrating. 

From the mountains the 
road dropped down into the 
Bekka Valley, where huge 
dogs guarded flocks of sheep 
and Bedouin rents sat by the 
roadside in a biblical tableau. 

On the valley floor, the 
ancient city of Baalbek rose 
like an apparition in the dis- 
tance. Baalbek was named 
Heliopolis by the Greeks. Its 
magnificent ruins dwarf even 
those of Athens in size and 
splendour. The vast stone 
columns of the Parthenon 
and the Temple of Bacchus 
turned from cream to rose in 
the early evening light; pi- 
geons wheeled overhead. We 
ate labm bi ajin — a son of 
meat pizza — hummus, and 
tabbouleb salad laced with 
mint and parsley, and drank a 
bottle of red Ksarra wine. 


Baalbek, like the rest of 
Lebanon, is gearing up for a 
new tourist invasion: All the 
prices were listed In U.S. 
dollars. 

In Tripoli, Lebanon's 
second-largest city, rows of 
money-changers sat outside 
their offices clutching wedges 
of banknotes. But even here, 
in the far north of the coun- 
try, the war is never entirely 
absent. Down at the harbour 
wall the 15th-century Lion's 
Tower sits in the wreckage of 
a railway goods yard, along- 
side the derailed steam en- 
gines and bullet-riddled car- 
riages of what was once the 
Tripoli-Beinit railway. 

Back in Beirut we forged a 
path through the crazed traf- 
fic out to the airport, passing 
the remains of the American 
Marine barracks and the 
streets where John McCarthy 
and other hostages dis- 
appeared into the under- 
world of the civil war for 
years. Outside the departure 
lounge — repository of earlv- 
sevenries chic — only a hand- 
ful of planes was parked on 
the tarmac. Beirut once 
handled 100 flights a day — 
and if Project 2002 is success- 
ful no doubt it will again. 

I chatted to a student who 
had lost both parents in the 
fighting. Her experience of 
life was almost entirely 
bound up with war. "I’m 
young," she said. “I’m 21. 
But here (pointing to her 
heart) I’m old.” However, 
she didn't look it. She looked 
animated and optimistic. 

Daily Telegraph 


Daughter’s diary tells of Rasputin’s glory 


air and sea passenger trans- 
port to Algeria by French 
firms, announced on Mon- 
day, while deciding how to 
step up security. 

Mr. Balladur visited some 
of the wounded, who were in 
four Marseille hospitals. 
Twenty-five people were 
hurt, none seriously, in the 
raid — three flight crew, 13 
passengers and nine of the 
crack gendarmerie comman- 
dos. 

One commandos lingers 
were blown off by a grenade, 
another was wounded in the 
chest and Borderie fractured 
his thigh-bone, elbow and 
wrist as he leapt from the 
cockpit window. 

The passengers lrillea m 
Algiers were a Vietnamese 
diplomat. Commercial Coun- 
sellor Bui Giang To at 
Hanot’s Algiers embassy, 
French embassy cook Yan- 
nick Beugnet and an Alge- 
rian policeman. 

Algeria has been in turmoil 
since the government caJlod 

off a 1992 general eletmem 
that the fundamentalist fafa- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. About 
20.000 people have been kil- 
led in theensuing three years 
of civil strife- 

Millions in France held 

their breath 

showed the hooded, black- 

clad commandos ^ 

Cockpit, where the hijackers 
^re holed up, with guns 
blaring. 


By Marianne Macdonald 

An extraordinary unpub- 
lished diary by the teenage 
daughter of Rasputin, the 
legendary peasant with heal- 
ing powers who was em- 
ployed by the Russian tsar- 
was to be sold at Sotheby's 
on Dec. 15. 

The black exercise book, 
estimated to self for up to 
£1,200, is a child's view of the 
momentous period of history 
shortly before the Russian 
imperial familiy was over- 
thrown and - murdered. 

. Maria Grigorievna Raspu- 
tina began the diary in 1914 
at the age of 15 and confided 
in its ruled pages the story of 
her rags-to-riches transition 
from the rural village of Pok- 
rovskoe in Siberia to tire 
capital, St Petersburg, after 
her father became a favourite 
of the tsar. 

Rasputin had begun life as 
a Siberian peasant working 
the land, but his healing 
powers endeared him to the 
tsar, Nicholas II, and his 
wife, Alexandra, after they 
discovered that he alone 
could heal the bleeding of 
their haemophiliac son and 
heir, Alexis. 

But because Alexis’s illness 
was kept secret, Rasputin’s 
role was misunderstood. 
Rumours sprang up that he 
was a German agent, a mem- 
ber .of an orgiastic sect, the 
lover of the empress and her 
friend Anna Vyrubova, and 
the man who influenced poli- 
tical decisions. He became 
known as the “mad monk.” 

His presence at court was 
hated by the aristocrats, but 
he was a favourite of Alexan- 
dra and Anna, whom Raspu- 
tin had helped to walk again 
after a tram crash in 1915. 
Such was the gossip about 
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Rasputin in the Siberian village of Pokrovskoe with his children. Maria, who began her dairy at 15, is at 
his right 

him that after the February was questioned repeatedly fore being found to be a tion. 

Revolution in 1917. Anna about their relationship be- virgin in a medical examina- The propaganda against 


Rasputin worked. But 
Maria's diary is written in the 
innocent language of a teena- 
ger unaware that in two 
years' time her father and the 
imperial family would be 
murdered. 

“My biography: I was born 
in 1899 in the village of Pok- 
rovskoe in the county of 
Tobolsk," she wrote. 

"My parents are peasants, 
simple people. Our family 
consists of: father, mother, 
grandfather (my father's 
father), my -brother, sister 
and myself. 

‘‘We all live happily 
together but sometimes I get 
cross with my brother and 
sister, but with my sister I get 
cross all the rime. My father 
plays an important role be- 
cause the Sovereign knows 
him and loves him.” 

Later entries describe 
how she played with the im- 
perial children. Alexis and 
his four sisters, her feelings 
about the superior school she 
was sent to and her crush on 
her tutor. 

Rasputin was murdered in 
1916, an act which was "the 
first explosion which 
heralded the coming col- 
lapse,” according to' John 
Stuart. Sotheby’s Russian ex- 
pert. 

In June 1918, Nicholas, 
Alexandra and their five chil- 
dren were murdered and 
Russia was plunged into 
anarchy. 

Maria escaped to the West 
where she earned her living 
dancing in cabarets before 
moving to the United Stales, 
where she performed as a 
lion tamer in a circus. 

She wrore a book defend- 
ing her farher and was last 
heard of living in California. 

The Independent. 


Attack recalls 


How to storm a hij acked plane pas t operations 


MARSEILLE (AFP) — The 
elite GIGN troops who suc- 
cessfully stormed a hijacked 
Air France Airbus with 170 
hostages on board here Mon- 
day had rehearsed the plan 
dozens of times previously. 

However, the attack at 
Marseille airport counted as 
one of the greatest achieve- 
ments in their history, involv- 
ing more hostages than vir- 
tually any previous such op- 
eration. 

As one GIGN member put 
it: “Inside an airplane is the 
worst type of assault opera- 
tion... it’s nothing but a tube, 
j in which you can’t move 
around. You can’t see any- 


Their specific training for 
the operation started way be- 
fore the GIGN officers even 
arrived in Marseille — on the 
plane which took them from 
Paris to Spain at the 
weekend, when the hostage 
crisis first erupted in Algiers. 

The plane was an Airbus 
A-300 — virtually identical to 
the type .involved in the 
Algiers hostage- taking, and 
therefore perfect material for 


the 40 GIGN agents and 10 
back-up officers to familiarise 
themselves with. 

Then during the day, once 
the aircraft had arrived in the 
southern city, the GIGN 
officers donned the uniforms 
of airport staff to gain closer 
access to the plane on the 
tarmac. 

In partirwiar they posed as 
airline employees to deliver 
fresh snpplies of pre- 
prepared airline meals to the 
aircraft — placing them at the 
top of a ramp from which, 
hours later, they would 

Jaiinrh their assault. 

Then cazne the attack itself 
— following a plan rehearsed 
so many times before that it 
was automatic to all of those 
involved. They were only 
.waiting for the signal to go 
into action. 

Then came the moment a 
gunshot fired from the cock- 
pit of the hijacked jet 
smashed into a window of the 
control tower at Marignane 
airport, shortly after 5:00 
p.m. (1600 GMT). 

The assumption made at 


that moment — apparently 
correctly — was that the lead- 
ing kidnappers were located 
in the cockpit of the aircraft. 
The assault team was given 
the go-ahead. 

Following a well-rehearsed 
plan, a small group of officers 
created a high-profile diver- 
sion at the front of the air- 
craft, storming the cockpit. 

Throwing tew-gas gre- 
nades and pumping off auto- 
matic gunfire, the group suc- 
ceeded in diverting Che hi- 
jackers' attention' while the 
second, larger force, gained 
access at the rear of the air- 
craft. 

This second group was 
charged with ordering aQ the 
passengers to get down on 
the ground, and then operat- 
ing the aircraft’s emergency 
chutes which allow them to 
slide to safety in case of 
emergency. 

This was die particularly 
risky part of the operation 
from a casualty point of view. 

The training manual for 
the Groupe duntervention de 
la Gendarmerie Nationale 


tells them that there is “dan- 
ger to hostages” if there are 
more than 70 passengers on 
board. The Air France Air- 
bus had 170 people cm board. 

The rest is history. The 
assault itself took a tittle over 
seven minutes, with a fire- 

fight con tinuing at the front 
of the plane as the passengers 
disembarked. 

For a time during the 
assault, which was earned 
live on French televirion, the 
watching French public — 
and no doubt France's poli- 
tical leaders — may have 
been rather concerned at the 
amount of gunfire and 
smoke. 

But that was all part of the 
plan. The final casualty fi- 
gures for the operation told 
the tale: Four hijackers dead, 
13 passengers with cuts and 
bruises, and four injured. 

In fact, although the opera- 
tion went almost perfectly to 
plan, the GIGN agents came 
off by far the worst: nine 
were injured, including oue 
who had his hand blown off 
by a grenade. 


PARIS (AFP) — The suc- 
cessful storming Monday by 
elite French para-military 
police of an Airbus hijacked 
by Islamic militants, recalled 
past attacks on hijacked 
planes, often with much high- 
er casualties. 

June 27, 1976: An Airbus 
Tel-Aviv-Paris belonging to 
Air France was hijacked by a 
pro-Palestinian commando 
after taking off from Athens 
and diverted to Entebbe in 
Uganda. The hijackers de- 
manded the release of 52 
Palestinians detained in 
Israel and other countries. 

On July 3, Israeli soldiers 
flew in aboard three Hercules 
aircraft and seized control of 
Entebbe airport in a lightning 
raid in which they released all 
the hostages. Seven hijack- 
ers, three hostages and about 
20 Ugandan soldiers were kil- 
led in the 90 minute opera- 
tion. 

On Oct. 13. 1977, a Lufth- 
ansa Boeing-737 on a flight 
from Majorca to Frankfurt 
with 87 people aboard was 
hijacked by four Palestinians 
demanding the release of 11 


German leftwingers beld in 
West Germany. The German 
piiot was shor dead. The air- 
craft finally landed in the 
Somali capital Mogadishu 
where a West German police 
commando stormed it and 
freed the hostages. Three hi- 
jackers were and a fourth, a 
woman was wounded. 

February 1978: In Lamaca 
Cyprus. Egyptian anti- 
terrorist forces stormed a 
Cyprus Airways DC-8 in 
which two Palestinians were 
holding hostage 11 passen- 
gers and the four-man crew. 
The previous day the hijack- 
ers had seized 50 people tak- 
ing part in a congress in 
Nicosia. 

Eleven of the hostages 
were still prisoners when the 
Egyptians stormed the plane 
without receiving the go- 
ahead from the Cypriots. 

Cypriot guards fired on the 
Egyptians and in the confu- 
sion 15 people were killed 
and 15 were wounded, all 
Egyptians. The hostages 
were finally released and the 
two hijackers were arrested. 



U.S. looks to Asia and Latin 
America in new economic order 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States struggled 
to stay ahead of the pack in 
1994 and into the new cen- 
tury by promoting multilater- 
al and regional ties as a buffer 
to the growing economic 
might of Europe and Asia. 

The keystone of U.S. poli- 
cy aimed at liberalising world 
trade was when the repre- 
sentatives of 124 countries 
-gathered in Geneva at the 
start of the year to end years 
of difficult talks by signing 
the Uruguay Round in the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

That landmark agreement 
opened np hitherto protected 
sectors such as services and 
agriculture, slashed tariffs by 
38 per cent and will engender 
$200 billion in additional 
trade worldwide over the 
next ten years. 

On the regional level, the 
United States was active on 
two fronts — Asia and the 
Americans. 

The North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
grouping the United States, 
Canada and Mexico was born 
in January and in December 


at the Summit of Americas in 
Miami, 34 countries pledged 
to establish a free trade zone 
by 2005 stretching from Alas- 
ka to Argentina. 

The U.S. administration 
was also a motivating force in 
the summit of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum in Jakar- 
ta when 18 countries includ- 
ing powerhouses Japan and 
China agreed to set up a free 
trade zone in the region by 
2020. 

With 800 million inhabi- 
tants, the Americas account 
for 29 per cent (S6.8 trillion) 
of global industrial produc- 
tion and 17 per cent ($1.2 
trillion) of world trade. 

The APEC countries with 
2.08 billion inhabitants 
account for 52 per cent ($12.2 
trillion) of world industrial 
production and 41 per cent 
($3.1 trillion) of world trade. 

This new-found U.S. faith 
over the last few years in the 
merits of regionalism reflects 
the U.S. economy’s difficul- 
ties in maintaining its leading 
edge in the world economic 
system, said Jagdish Bbagwa- 
ti, an economics professor at 


Egypt keeps subsidies 
to avoid ‘upheaval’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki 
announced Tuesday that 
state subsidies on the necessi- 
ties would be maintained to 
avoid any social unrest. 

Dr. Sedki told Tuesday's 
edition of the evneing A1 
Massa newspaper that the 
government would “continue 
to fix the price of bread and 
allocate subsidies to all the 
necessary social services to 
avoid social upheaval.” 

The government will allo- 
cate around $1.3 billion in the 
1995/96 budget to subsidise 
staple foods. Planning Minis- 
ter Kama! A1 Ganzuri said. 

“The poorest classes will 
have nothing extra to pay 
next year, that's one of the 
main objectives of the 1995- 
96 budget,” he said. 

• ’ The budget for social and 


health service would be in- 
creased by $900 million to. 
$7.5 billion. 

The government subsidises 
mainly cooking oil, flour, 
wheat and medicine. 

The press here has noted 
price rises over the past two 
weeks which Dr. Sedki 
blamed on fluctuations on the 
world markets. 

He also said that the gov- 
ernment would not sell off 
any state firms lower than 
their estimated value. “We 
are not obliged to sell at a 
loss.” he said. 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund has criticised the 
slow pace of Egyptian econo- 
mic reforms, particularly in 
its privatisation programme. 

The IMF wants Egypt to 
halt subsidies and devalue the 
pound. 


Columbia University. 

In the three decades that 
followed the end of World 
War n, the United States 
reigned supreme over the 
world economy, accounting 
for 50 per cent of industrial 
production and with healthy 
trade surpluses. 

The current situation is a 
pale shadow, with U.S. in- 
dustrial production cut back 
to 25 per cent of the whole 
and with chronically bad 
trade deficits, notably with 
Japan and China. 

At the same time, the eco- 
nomic and social integration 
of western Europe has 
spawned a giant rival which 
currently accounts for 40 per 
cent of world trade and 28 
per cent of industrial produc- 
tion. 

The specter of “Fortress 
Europe” has convinced the 
United States that it needs to 
foster its own free trade 
zones with its own geographic 
peers. 

The end of the Cold War 
and the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union also removed a 
key binding factor in trans- 
Atlantic ties of the last 50 
years. 

The same historic develop- 
ments left an imprint in the 
Pacific where countries like 
Japan, reliant on U.S. milit- 


ary miisde, are now less in- 
clined to bend to pressures 
from Washington to open 
their domestic market 

The Clinton administration 
has made it dear . that its 
priority in Asia is to finally 
slash its stubborn bilateral 
trade deficit with Japan, 
which topped $60 billion in 
1993. 

These are the barriers forc- 
ing the United States to look 
elsewhere in Aria and in the 
Americas to redress the situa- 
tion. 

“We are not abandoning 
our efforts with Japan be- 
cause we can’t allow the 
world's second-largest eco- 
nomy to have sanctuary mar- 
kets,” said U.S. Trade Rep- 
resentative Mickey Kan tor. 

“But when we look at the 
numbers we saw where the 
action b and it’s in our own 
betmsphoe and in Asia out- 
side of Japan,” he said. 

U.S. exports to Japan are 
forecast to increase by 70 per 
cent to $88 billion by 2010, 
bat for the rest of Asia the 
increase will be much bigger 
at 163 per cent to $248 bil- 
lion. 

For Latin America, the 
growth of U.S. exports will 
be similarly explosive and are 
forecast to read) $232 billion 
in the same period. 


Israel to lift all customs 
duties on imports from 
U.S. at beginning of 1995 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel will remove all 
customs duties on imports 
from the United States on 
Jan. 1, when the final stage of 
the Israeli-U.S. free trade 
'area agreement takes effect, 
the treasury announced Tues- 
day. 

Hie agreement, signed in 
1985, established three lists 
of goods. Israel immediately 
removed customs on the less 
sensitive imports, which 
made up the first list. 

It had to remove easterns 
on the final list, containing 
the most sensitive items, 10 
years later. 


This list includes refrigera- 
tors, which cany a 14 per 
cent customs tax; air con- 
ditioning units, taxed at 10.5 
per cent; footware 16-22 per 
cent telephones 18 per cent; 
cellular and cordless phones 
12.7 per cent; textiles up to 
three per cent, and fresh 
fruits and vegetables 14 per 
cent. 

Israel has a free trade area 
agreement with the Euro- 
pean Community but it does 
not indude fruits and veget- 
ables. 

Israel is negotiating a free 
trade agreement with Cana- 
da. 


Brazilian 
corruption 
estimated 
at $20b 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Corruption within the Brazi- 
lian government costs the 
country about $20 bilEon and 
accounts for 40 per cent of 
the national investment 
budget, Brazilian media 
quoted an official report as 
saying. 

“The Brazilian govern- 
ment has got to end corrup- 
tion,” President Itamar Fran- 
co told reporters in Brasilia 
after handing the report to 
his successor Fernando Hen- 
rique Cardoso who takes 
office Jan. 1. 

Government investigators 
found officials, contractors 
and suppliers are skimming 
off roughly $20 billion, most- 
ly by deliberately over- 
pricing existing public con- 
tracts and pocketing the dif- 
ference, according to the re- 
port cited in the media. 

“When corruption starts to 
gnaw at the foundations of 
government, then democracy 
itself ceases to exist,” Mr. 
Franco said during the cere- 
mony handing over the re- 
port, which was drawn up 
over 10 months. 

Brazilian television, radio 
and news agency reports did 
not specify the time period 
over which the losses to cor- 
ruption had occurred. 

“The arm of the law must 
reach not only the poor but 
also the powerful,” said 
Attorney General Aristides 
Jnnqneira whose office has 
been asked to investigate the 
report's findings. 

Brazil has been rocked by 
successive corruption scan- 
dals since the December 1992 
toppling of former president 
Fernando Collor amid allega- 
tions of influence peddling. 

Earlier this month, howev- 
er, the conntry’s highest 
court threw out charges of 
corruption levelled against 
Mr. Collor. 

Brazil has one of the 
world’s worst income dis- 
tribution ratios. Government 
figures show 21 per cent of 
the country's 150 million 
population earn just enough 
or less to survive. 





Western donors hail Kehya refornTbut still wary 


NAIROBI (R) — Western 
donors have hailed Kenya’s 
latest economic reform hot 
questioned the long-term 
commitment of a government 
noted for policy U-turns. 

The lifting of a ban on 
foreign investment at the 
Nairobi Stock Exchange 
announced by President 
Daniel Arap Moi was the 
latest in a series of measures 
grudgingly undertaken by 
Kenya since last year. 

The move was a key de- 
mand by donors who under- 
write annual aid of up to $850 
million. 

President Moi said he 
would also allow private fore- 
ign exchange bureaux to 


operate from January 1995. 

The latest measures which 
ended all foreign exchange 
controls in Kenya follow a 
series of other economic re- 
forms implemented by the 
government since 1993. 

They include flotation of 
the shilling currency, removal 
of trade barriers, decontrol 
the petroleum industry, de- 
regulating agricultural 
marketing, closing question- 
able banks and strengthening 
management of the central 
bank. 

“Both (reforms at the 
stock exchange and private 
bureaux) are positive steps. It 
is a logical progression,” a 
Western ambassador told 


Renters. 

“But donors and investors 
would like to see consistency 
and a sound track record 
which this country badly 
needs but desperately lacks 
presently,” the diplomat 
added. 

Another ambassador of a 
donor country echoed these 
views saying, “this country 
has earned itself a lot of 
mistrust. So our reaction is 
let’s wait and see whether 
these are long-term measures 
here to stay or mere show- 
pieces to appease us.” 

The diplomats were refer- 
ring to previous policy U- 
turas. 


In February last year the 
government floated the shill- 
ing currency and abolished 
exchange controls only to 
change its mind six months 
later. Donor pressure forced 
them back to reforms. 

In September, Kenya lifted 
a ban on imports of maize 
and r-heat which bad been 
imposed less than a month 
earlier to protect local indus- 
tries. 

The donor concerns were 
supported by two leading cri- 
tics of the government who 
are also members of the 
opposition Ford-Kenya Par- 
ty, lawyer Paul Mirite and 
economist Robert Shaw. 

Mr. Shaw told Renters: 


“This government has gone 
back several times on major 
policy measures and that is a 
problem because none knows 
when to trust it.” 

Mr. Mirite said in a letter 
to donors: “We acknowledge 
there has been some notable 
progress in the reforms 
effected by the government 
but much needs to be done 
particularly on the details.” 

Mr. Mirite said the govern- 
ment's policy framework 
paper on the economy had 
serious shortfalls. “The gov- 
ernment has for instance 
liberalised the financial sec- 
tor but it has not repealed the 
exchange control act.” 


Germany mourns father 
of ‘economic miracle’ 

BONN (R) — ‘ Germany 




* 


Tuesday mourned the death 
of Karl Schiller, the former 
Social Democrat who ranked 
as one of the fathers of the 
country's “economic mira- 
cle.” 

Dubbed “super minister” 
because he held both the 
economics and finance port- 
folios at the same time in the 
early 1970s, Schiller died late 
Monday aged 83 after a long 
Alness. 

Germany had lost one of 
its most important econom- 
ists who had helped shape the 
German economic power- 
house, Finance Minister 
Tbeo Waigel said in a state- 
ment. 

“He won great respect for 
his unerring judgement and 
his forthright advocation of 
free market politics,” Mr. 
Waigel said. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
said Germany had lost one of 
its greatest political econom- 
ists. 

“He achieved something 
remarkable for Germany at a 
decisive stage in its history.” 


he wrote to SdnUer’s wife, 
Vera. 

Schiller will be remem- 
bered most for his “conceited 
action” programme that 
brought industry, unions and 
government together to boost 
growth and crab inflation, a 
consensus- seeking concept 
that still shapes die German 
economic model. 

The scheme, launched dur- 
ing West Germany’s first 
past-war recession in the late 
1960s, helped transform a 
countrypounded to rabble in 
World war n into the econo- 
mic engine of Europe. 

Social Democrat (SPD) 
leader Rudolf Scfaarping 
praised Schiller not only for 
iris contribution to the party 
but also for the constructive 
criticism be never shied from 
making. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said Schiller had been 
instr umen tal in p ollin g Ger- 
many out of the 1960s reces- 
sion. 

Born on April 24, 1911 in 
Breslau. Sdnller studied eco- 
nomics and sociology. After 
serving in toe army, he re- 


turned to academia before 
entering politics with the 
SPD. 

He shot through the ranks, 
making a namp for himself as 
an economics expert and out- 
spoken antic of the govern- 
ment of Ludwig Erhard, the 
Christian Democratic (CDU) 
creator of Germany’s social 
market economy. 

Named economics minister 
in 1966 under toe grand coali- 
tion of CDU and SPD, Schil- 
ler developed his concerted 
action plan around what he 
called, “the round table of 
collective reason.” 

He became “super minis- 
ter” during the 1971 currency 
crisis when he was handed 
the finance portfolio. As 
such, he championed fiscal 
discipline but met fierce re- 
sistance from Ms cabinet col- 
leagues under former SPD 
chancellor Helmut Schmidt. 

He resigned in July 1972. 

After retiring from active 
politics, Schiller advised 
clients like Ford Motor Co. 
and the Saudi Arabian gov- 
ernment. 


Japan takes 
final step 
to WTO 

GENEVA (R) — Japan 
Tuesday became the first of 
toe top four trade powers to 
finalise its agreement to the 
establishment of a new World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
which will replace the 
GATT. 

The Japanese diplomatic 
mission in Geneva submitted 
Tokyo’s instrument of rati- 
fication of the accord setting 
up toe WTO, which was 
negotiated by more than 120 
countries and signed in April 
in Morocco. 

An official at GATT, toe 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, said Japan 
was the 56th country to take 
tins step. The other three big traders 

— the United States, the 
Europen Union and Canada 

— are expected to follow suit 
by Friday. 

A statement issued by toe 
Japanese mission said the 
launch of the WTO on Jan. 
1 “is an epoch-making .event- 
in farther strengthening toe 
multilateral free-trade sys- 
tem.” 

Japan, it added, “will fully 
rapport the WTO and make 
its utmost effort for the 
steady develo pm e n t of inter- 
national trade.” 

To reach accord on the 
WTO and the linked world 
trade treaty slashing tariffs by 
an average of more than one 
third and opening up markets 
for services, farm goods and 
textiles, Tokyo had to agree 
to a slow liberalisation of its 
long-protected rice sector. 

In this process, three suc- 
cessive Japanese govern- 
ments — and their counter- 
part in South Korea — had to 
face down fierce res istan ce 
from pohticaily-powMfnl rice 
farmers. 
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By Glasbergen 


GLAS0E«SE*4 



“They say certain foods make you feel 
younger. Tonight we’re having curds 
and whey with green eggs and ham!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary worts. 


| THAT SCRAMBLES WORD GAME 
10 by Henri Arnold and MtoAigMon 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You may be experiencing a flood of 
new ideas today as three positive moon aspects work to your 
advantage weeding out the best possibilities. Be careful of your 
comments to others on your staff. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be concerned with the personal in 
the morning, then get a new plan in motion which can be tested oat 
by evening which wfl] be saajestfal. 

TAURUS: (April 20 xo May 20) £arty go after what you roost desire, 
since later there are apt to be delays. Be more independ e nt towarto 
those in your immediate circle. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Begin the day property by getting 
your tasks completed efficiently and persevere throughout the day. 
Take no risks with your reputation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 21) You are inspired as you 
get np and should put your ideas in motion without delay. Keep 
plugging away at your aims. 


been 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Find a better way of handling business 
matters before you handle routines of a general nature have 
put off for some time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Find the right way to get an 
associate to go along with some fine practical plan of action 
Mai n tai n your position of power. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get your surroundings 
improved so that you can operate more easily in them. Be more 
cooperative with fellow associates you come in contact 

S CORP IO: (October 23 to November 21) Make appointments for 
entertainment early. Put your finest talents to work during the 
daytime and get much accomplished by tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Get good ideas for 
improving your home during toe daytime and be happier there in the 
future. Be smart and accomplished in your activities. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Handle correspond- 
ence and other paper work early. Visit only casual acquaintances in 
the evening and you will have a good time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Monetary matters require 
more attention than ever today even though you may be pressured. 
Concentrate bn the practical activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You understand how to gain 
benefits which are important to you now. Set up an appointment to 
see a good friebd who wished to meet with you. 

Birthstone of December: Turquoise - Zjicod 
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THE Daily Crossword by 


Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Author — Ome 


0 Motor— 

10 FEchorti rubber 

14 Soapptrot 

15 Form measure 

16 A Turner 

17 bw&uctions tor 
58A 

20 adring wing 

21 NMwmkof 


BUft 


ii 

ill 

m 

m 

y 

■ 

m 

■1 





■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


22 Arteries 

23 Raaffluranr 

25 Reekie wort 

26 Inhabitant 

27 Jetty 

28 German river 
31 Acted am 


HZZ TW TZZZ 


34 Bar tegofly 
30 toaJBIy 
37 Seasoning 
herbs 

39 Norogay 

40 HoU bitty 
42 Western 


CSMTihm 

Aldghe w— niit. 


44 Actor Demon 

45 kiqriree 

4? Old make of car 

48 Tears 

49 Vandykes 
SB Briny 

55 Stgnsfing sound 

56 Painting ■ 

58 Solver's 

chasenge 

6i Sensors helper 
BB Toledo's 
tatofront 
63 Looks tor 

64— SUM 

65 Sketched 

66 Become aware 
oi 

DOWN 

1 limp's cal 

2 ‘Compel thee to 
go - l,” (Base) 

3 MO dty 
4 — hi 

(atnuatod) 

5 Hwltor 

6 AnAlou 



7 Suffer - 

8 Wrath 
8 Formal 

argument 

10 Ban or Rtngo 

11 Fim 

12 Singer Pats 

13 Foundation 
18 Sea nymph 
18 French rwor 
84 Youngsters 
25 Edge 

27 Hides 

28 Short {achat 
28TnypST 

30 Agent 

31 ReadcareMy 

32 highway 

33 n nonoy ap ti 
records 

35 Antrim track 

36 Noncom 

38 Adress Meryl 
41 OfMCF- 
43 &mrfng 
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j5£2! nu P S3 Melody 

*9 M ato m om 54 kaEancty 

SO Bakers 55 SoKchaeso 

measure 57 — rnajastv 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 



Steep prices 
prompt 
people to 
tighten belts 

A-ft In his statement to the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
Supply Minister Adel Qudah 
admitted the fact that the cost 
of living went up by 5.4 per 
cent and that prices of food- 
stuffs have shot up by 13.7 
per cent. Foodstuffs, includ- 
ing grain and by-products, 
poultry, meat, fish, dairy pro- 
ducts, eggs, oil and ghee, 
fruits, vegetables, dry and 
canned legumes, nuts, sugar 
and its by-products, tea, cof- 
fee and other products, have 
become so expensive that 
purchasing them increasingly 
lowers the living standard of 
households. A supermarket 
owner said he knew many 
consumers who are cutting on 
their purchases. Another re- 
tailer noted that people were 
tightening their belts and that 
himself, for one, could not 
afford to have a diversity of 
food Respite his dealing in 
foodstuffs. “If I am to enjoy 
three good meals a day, that 
will cost at least JD 10 if not 
more for a family,” he ex- 
plained, adding that was im- 
possible because there were 
other expenses like rent, 
clothing... etc. 

Other merchants point out 
that demand is high for lentils 
and other legumes which are 
still the cheapest. A confec- 
tionary manufacturer says his 
sales are down by more than 
50 per cent, noting that his 
product is of least concern to 
the public amid the soaring 
prices for basic food. A 
housewife says her husband is 
a government employee and 
that his sglary is barely 
enough for 10 days after 
paying JD 70 for rent. 

A buyer at the AJ Wihdaf ' 
vegetable market says 95 per 
cent of the people cannot 
afford to buy their needs of 
■vegetables because prices are 
extremely high. “Without 
having to pay rent, we are 
forced to cut oar purchases 
by half... I don’t know bow 
the people who have to pay 
rent could manage to live,” 
he said. 

A vegetable trader said 
that much produce rots be- 
cause nobody buys at high 
prices. “Can you imagine 
that people are now asking 
for lemons we used to throw 
away.” (Al Ra’i) 


A* The Civil Consumer 
Corporation (CCC) will close 
its stores throughout the 
country for five days starting 
Wednesday, Dec. 28, 1994 
for end-of-year stock taking. 
The store’s markets will 
reopen on Jan. 2, 1995 (A1 
Dustour). 

A A Since Thursday is a reli- 
gious holiday, the Ministry of 
Finance will open all its 
offices around the Kingdom 
on Friday, Dec. 30, 1994 to 
receive property tax from the 
public. Failing to pay the tax 
(AJ Musaqafat) by Saturday, 
the last day of this year, a fine 
that goes up to 50 per cent of 
the tax amount will be im- 
posed (A1 Dustour). 


AA A court which is looking 
into a case of whether res- 
taurants and patisseries 
should be categorised as in- 
dustrial sector or sendee sec- 
tor has sent an inquiry to. the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade asking for its view. The 
court also sent an inquiry to 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry to make sure whether 
restaurants and patisseries 
are included in its records. 
The Department of Customs 
has been after these 
businesses since the begin- 
ning of June to have them 
pay sales tax and more than 
10 warnings, some carrying as 
high as JD 16,000 in penalty, 
were issued until the end of 
September. There are around 
200 patisseries in Amman 
alone and the same number 
in both Zarqa and Irbid. 

A A According to Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
Director-General Umayyah 
Touqan, one of the main 
reasons for the stock market 
retreat is the rigidity with 
which the liquidity policy lj a “ 
been applied in the market 
(A! Aswaq). 
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Kuwait prosecution to investigate debtors 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
prosecutors plan to investi- 
gate debtors who failed to 
meet a deadline to arrange 
repayment of about $671 mil- 
lion they owed to local banks, 
an official said Tuesday. 

The move is part of 
Kuwait's plans to settle 6.3 
billion dinars (S21 billion) m 
bad loans plaguing banks for 
a decade. 

Hie debt owed by 9,546 
corporate and individual bor- 
rowers stems from the 1982 
crash of Kuwait’s Souq A1 
Manakh bourse and from 
commercial losses aggravated 


by Iraq’s 1990-91 occupation. 

Most debtors who met the 
Oct. 31 deadline opted for 
early “cash” settlement, 
which forgives up to 75 per 
cent of the debt, rather than a 
12-year rescheduling option 
with stricter terms. 

Failure to arrange repay- 
ment means the entire debt 
immediately falls due and the 
state may petition the courts 
to declare a debtor bankrupt. 

Local banks sent names of 
the debtors to Kuwait's 
attorney-general to take legal 
action to recover the debt of 
about 200 million dinars 


($671 million). 

“Of those, some might face 
bankruptcy, others might 
face criminal charges and 
some might settle their 
debts.” the official said. 
Those proven to have evaded 
repayment could face five 
years in jail, he added. 

“There are among the de- 
btors people who owe 40 to 
50 dinars ($137 to $167), 
those do not know that their 
debts were included under 
the bad debts umbrella,” the 
official said. "...Such people 
would repay their debts be- 
fore the investigation starts.” 


Most of the 1 .504 owe 
small amounts of between 
2.000 and 3,000 dinars 
(S6.700 and 510,300). Some 
have companies in the pro- 
cess of liquidation or which 
no longer exist. Others have 
debts from the Manakh crash 
or no assets or cash to repay. 

The government in 1992 
bought banks’ portfolios of 
dubious loans with govern- 
ment bonds under a law 
aimed at solving a problem 
that has cast a pall over the 
economy since 1982. Banks 
were assigned the job of re- 
covering the money. 


Lloyd’s losing names but winning new backers 


LONDON (R) — Traditional 
backers of Lloyd’s of London 
are quitting in large numbers 
but figures released suggest 


that the 300-year-old insur- 
ance market is plugging the 
gap with new institutional in- 
vestors. 

Lloyd’s, the world’s largest 
insurance market, said it 
would have enough capital to 
underwrite £10.2 billion 
($15.9 billion) in premium 
income next year, down from 
£10.9 billion ($17 billion) this' 
year. 

The fall in its capacity will 
help keep the supply of insur- 
ance in line with demand and 
stop premium rates falling as 
they did in the late 1980s, 
when oversupply was one of 


the factors that tipped 
Lloyd’s into the red. 

However, many traditional 
Lloyd's backers, known as 
names, have seen their assets 
wiped out by their unlimited 
liability to the market and 
have decided to quit, even 
though Lloyd’s says better 
times are around the comer. 

The number of names still 
actively investing in the mar- 
ket for 1995 is 14,804, down 
more than expected from this 
year's 17,529 and less than 
half the peak of more than 
32,000 in 1989. 

Names will contribute, 
£7.8 billion ($12.2 billion) or 
77 per cent of total capacity 
in 1995 and new-style corpo- 
rate members £2.4 billion 


($3.7 billion) or 23 per cent. 

In 1994 individuals pro- 
vided £9.3 billion ($14.5 bil- 
lion) and companies, which 
have limited liability and 
were allowed into the market 
for the first time this year. 
£1.6 billion, ($2.5 billion). 

"Present market condi- 
tions indicate that there are 
good opportunities for under- 
writing profitable business in 
1995,” said Lloyd's Chairman 
David Rowland. 

Lloyd’s, which reports its 
results three years in arrears 
to allow time for claims to be 
processed, is expected to 
show its fifth successive loss 
next year, when it announces 
figures for 1992, but is ex- 


pected to return to profit on 
its 1993 year. 

Record losses of £8 billion 
($12.5 billion) since 1988 are 
the subject of a series of court 
actions, with around 20.000 
names belonging to a clutch 
Of action groups seeking com- 
pensation for at least some of 
their losses. 

The losses are due to a 
series of catastrophes in the 
late 1980s combined with 
pollution and other liability 
claims flowing in from old 
policies. 

However, many names 
allege that negligence on the 
part of their Lloyd's agents 
meant that they suffered 
proportionally worse losses 
than the industry as a whole. 


China issues freeze on investment in luxury projects 


BEUING (AFP) — China 
has issued a ban on all new 
luxury construction projects 
until the end of 1995, in a bid 
to control excessive fixed asset in- 
vestment that is fuelling high 
inflation. 

The freeze, which Xinhua 
said covered luxury hotels, 
office buildings and villas, as 
well as golf courses and race 
tracks, is part of government 
efforts to curb inflation and 
target limited state funds at 
crucial infrastructure and 
agriculture projects. 

Inflation has this year 
soared to its highest level 
since China launched its eco- 


nomic reforms in 1989. hit- 
ting 27.7 per cent year-on- 
year in October before stabi- 
lising to 27.5 per cent the 
following month. 

“Launching new luxury 
projects is obviously in- 
appropriate.” Xinhua quoted 
a State Planning Commission 
official as saying, noting that 
some 40 golf courses now 
under construction nation- 
wide were soaking up more 
than 10 billion yuan ($1.8 
billion) in investment. 

The existence of such pro- 
jects. despite a similar freeze 
in mid- 1993 and an overall 
dampdown on investment in 


non-key projects in January 
1994, indicates the difficulty 
the government will face in 
enforcing its latest ban. 

Despite the January 
freeze, fixed asset investment 
by state units grew 38 per 
cent in the first 11 months of 
the year. 

Economists estimated that, 
when adjusted for inflation, 
the actual rise was almost as 
large as 1993’s jump of some 
70 per cent, saying the prolif- 
eration of binding sources in 
recent years had undermined 
government efforts to reduce 
investment by restricting 


lending by state banks. 

“The government wants to 
see more funds poured into 
the infrastructure so as to 
improve the base of capital 
construction,” Xinhua said, 
citing the commission offi- 
cial. 

The government, which is 
faring a budget deficit of 
more than 70 billion yuan this 
year, is seeking to raise funds 
to invest in the country’s 
backward agricultural sector 
as well as in energy, trans- 
portation and raw materials, 
where development has 
failed to keep pace with rapid 
economic growth. 
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Corrcncj' 

1 MTU 

3 MTIW 

6 VfTHS 


U.S. Defer 

5.75 

6.12 



Sterling Pound 

5 61 

6 .06 

6.6} 

7 . 37 J 

IknlxW Merit 



RES 

■99i 

S>*lss Franc 

3.75 

4.00 

4. II 

4.50 

French Irene 

5.50 

5.03 

6.35 

6.10 

Japanese Yen 

2.06 

2.12 

t.IS 

2.43 


6.00 

4-25 

6.50 

6.93 


IriM Mi Mn h. 


PUH 27/ (7/199*/ 


Metal 

VSWOx 

12231 

Motel 

U5D102 

JtlAia 

GoU 

Jtf.15 

7. so 

S**or 

4.71 

0.710 


• U K«rH 

Cotxrml 


27/ f 2/1444 


Currency 


DU 


Oflkr 



a. 7030 

■EU5M 

Sterling Pound 

l.ostl 

1 . otts 

Deutecha Marie 

0.4444 

0.4466 


0.5265 

0.5291 


0. 1711 

0.1294 

IPp-W laHBHI 

0.6993 

0. 702* 

Dutch G-Bdnr 

0.3970 

SESS3H 




(ESESRMESIil 

0.042* 

0.0450 



■SB; 

- IV «“ 

Othur CunmclTf Iuh: ft/ll/IIW 

Currency 

Rid 


Bahrain! Dinar 


IBM 

Lriwwtm* Ur*“ 

WKBSBSM 

O.04Z6W 

S— li WyM 

0.1660 


Kam8i Dinar 

t.3000 

2.3600 

Qncnrl Riyai 

0 . 1919 


Eoplran tV*"4 

0.2000 


Omani Wynl 

1 .1010 

RVfTM 

UAE Dirham 

0.190* 

EES 

Grarit Drartma' 

a-ZlM 

SIS 

Opri&i round 

1.4050 




FORRENT 

Many apartments and vfflas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many Ratings of 
villas, flats, and bidding tots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 

residential. 

For more details cadi: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tal. 810885/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


J a Secure | 

flat.otelI 
Swetftyeh I 



HeLOTEL 

-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


- Tt l^li 

863944 - 816690 



CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers 1 Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogollan Barbequ* for 
Lunch Friday only 
TaL: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 1240 . 3-30 pja. 
630 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls Schools 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 
Tel.: 638968 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
] Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO phot* 
30 % 


• From enimrge- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani «. Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa tel: 823891 



SZEEHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


typical Grimm 


rainriir 
B OOCgy 

Chafe 


| Opci 11J6- 300**01- Hfefrgfc I 

Take away is available 

Shf Street 

Um IMwkuh Conmt o al Contra 

T«L: 8*1174 
.Once luted 




2E 


Casing 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Servrce. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ght?ar - American 
| Embassy Sir. nearQaytuna 
Housing Estate 
| Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
Tel: 861 


i 


sian 


Valentino 

- TRESTAURANT 



.hi hal A! W'elxieh/Te] .637 I 01/6371 02 




Anim.in - first circle' 
opposin' IK \<V! M15YSSY 

y TEL.: -654205 


rffiyeh 

863944 J 



POR PARTIES » 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Open Dally 
Disco Thursdays 
Btansfs * Pizza* Daily 



For Your Stay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Flats 



Ona End Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 


Bk: 




FOR RENT 


I 

8 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


REAL ESTATE 

TcL 864230 
Fax. 864231 







Tel 1692505, 691146 /ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi AJ-Te< St 
Abu Hath commercial center 
Second floor 



plight 
s to li 


Kurdi Stores 

Suwaifiah Tel. 827105, 
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Jordan Handball Championship 

Ahli overcome Arabi;Orthodoxilose again 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 AhH kept 
the lead after beating AI 
Arabi 31/21 Monday at the 
Sports Palace after the 11th 
week of the Kingdom’s 
Handball Championship. 

Al AhH/Al Arabi: Al Ahli 
played with confidence to 
jkeep the lead with 20 
points after an exciting 
match with Al Arabi who 
withdrew in the 20 minute 
of the second half. 

Al Ahli kept a tight de- 
fence to stop Al Arabi's 
Ibrahim Buhairi and 
Monfaq Fateh Allah from 
scoring. Meanwhile AI 
Ahli scored successfully de- 
pending on Hussein 


Ahma d and T«fl Abdullah 
to lead the attacks and end 
the first half with 17/15 win. 

The second half witnes- 
sed AI Arabi's withdrawal 
whose attack were blocked 
by Al Ahli’s solid defence 
who kept the pressure to 
end the match 31/21. 

Al Arabi stayed in the 
second place with 18 
points. 

AI Salt/Amman: Mean- 
while in another match Al 
Salt beat Amman 29/20 to 
stay in the third place with 
10 points. 

Al Salt's Jihad Qtaishat 
successfully marched 
through Amman’s defence 
opening the way to his col- 
leagues Imad Tadros and 
Mohammad Al Hindawi to 


score and end the first half 
13/9. 

Amman tried in vain to 
pass through Al Salt’s 
strong defence while Al 
Salt were free to continue 
scoring to end the match 
with 29/20 win. 


Orthodox!: Meanwhile in 
another match Y. Shouneh 
beat Orthodox! 38/31 
move to the fourth pbtes 
with Al Hussein waft 
points. 

Al Orthodoxi remaned 
last with 2 points. 


Yarmouk Shouneh / 

Standings after 11th week 


P W D L 


Ahli 

Arabi 

Salt 

Hussein 

Y. Sbounefa 

Amman 

Orthodox! 


11 

10 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 


10 

9 

5 

3 

3 

3 

1 


GF GA Pa. 

380 258 20 
302 258 18 
290 295 10 
262 283 7 
297 331 7 
219 250 6 
261 336 2 


☆ Amman and Arabi have a postponed match. 



NSW Open organisers aim for 
Hingis 

SYDNEY (AFP) — New South Wales 
organisers are delaying namin g Jennifer 
riati as a wildcard for next month's tourna- 
ment in the hope of getting Swiss teenager 
Martina Hingis into the main draw. The 
Sydney tournament, from January 9, is set to 
bring together for the first time 14-year-old 
Hingis with Capriati, the fallen teenage star in 
the second event of her comeback. Tourna- 
ment director Bany Masters is keen to have 
both players in the draw despite having only 
one wildcard left after giving the other to 
Australia's Nicoloe Bradtke, the former Pro- 
vis. As it stands Masters will give tiie free pass 
to Capriati, who collected her last tournament 
title here in 1993 before personal troubles 
persuaded her to give up. Hingis win travel 
with her schoolbooks and mother Melanie, a 
former ranked Czech player who named her 
after Martina Navratilova. 

New York Ranger maced 

NEW YORK (R) — Rasa an hockey star 
Sergei Zubov of the New York Rangers was 
walking with his wife and child near their 
home in Brooklyn when be was sprayed with 
mace tear gas. New York Gty Police said 
early Tuesday. Zubov, the leading scorer last 
season for the National Hockey League chain- 
ion Rangers, was walking in the Brighton 
sadi section of Brooklyn with his wife and 
daughter, who was in a carriage, when he got 
into a confrontation with several teenagers, 
police said. When one of the teenagers 
bumped into tire carriage, Zobov, a six-foot- 
one, 200-pound (1.85 metres, 90 kg) 24-year- 
old .from Moscow, told them to be careful, 
“whereupon one .of the teenagers, Gilbert 
Rosario, turned around and sprayed Mm with 
mace," said police spokesman James Cole- 
man. 

Roberts set to face Manchester 
United 

LONDON (R) — Welsh international striker 
I wan Roberts is set to make his first start for 
Leicester under new manager Mark McGhee 
against United at Old Trafford Wednesday 
night. Roberts came on as a late substitute 
and scored in the 2-1 defeat by Liverpool 
Monday after shaking off an attack of Sciati- 
ca. McGhee tried and failed to sign Roberts 
two years ago when be was m a nag er at 


taken to hospital but died of heart failure. The 
school, 70, ion (42 miles) northeast of Tokyo, 
boasts one of its region's strongest baseball 
teams. 

Salinas could miss Real Madrid dash 

MADRID (R) — Spanish international strik- 
er Julio S alinas could be out of action for a 
month after injuring his right calf in a friendly 
between a Basque selection and Russia. The 
Deportivo Coruna star, a scorer in Spain's 
recent 4-1 victory over Belgium, now looks 
likely to miss the club’s vital home dash with 
league leaders Real Madrid January 14. But 
he has not given up hope of playing. “At least 
my injury has come over the Christmas 
break,” said the former Barcelona player. 
Tm just hoping Til be back in time for the 
visit of Madrid." 

Lack of snow hits Crans Montana race 

GENEVA (R) — Poor snow conditions con- 
tinued to disrupt the Alpine Skiing World 
Cup calendar as organisers were forced Tues- 
day to postpone a men's downhill race set for 
the Swiss r e s o rt of Crans Montana January 6. 
An International Ski Federation official said 
efforts were being made to switch it and other 
postponed races elsewhere, but unseasonal 
weather in Europe was making it very diffi- 
cult. Bur snow conditions had improved 
enough for a men's giant slalom logo ahead in 
the Slovenian resort of Kranjska Gor January 
A6. It was previously scheduled for Decem- 
ber 22. 

Former England captain May dies 


LONDON (AFP) — Fortner En 
Peter May, widely-regarded as 


captain 

country's 


Kin of boy died after baseball drills win suit 

TOKYO (R) — A Japanese court awarded 
48.7 million yen ($480,000) in damages Tues- 
day to the parents of a high school baseball 
player who collapsed during a gruelling prac- 
tice session and later died of heart failure. 
Tsuchiura Nihon University high school and 
the school’s then-baseball coach were ordered 
to compensate the parents of Hiroyuki Saito 
after the local court concluded there was a 
link between his October 1988 death and the 
practice session. Saito, aged 16, collapsed 
during repeated 200-metre sprints. He was 


fines post-war batsman, died peacefully at 
borne Tuesday after a short illness, four days 
before his 65th birthday. May played 66 Tests 
for England from 1951-61 and scored 4,537 
runs at an average of 46.77 with a grace that 
made him one or the most attractive batsmen 
of his generation. He was also England’s 
greatest captam but surprised many of Ms 
contemporaries by retiring from Test cricket 
at the early age of 31 and from the first-class 
two years later. May continued to serve 
iglish cricket in a number of im portant 
capacities — as a selector and later as chair- 
man of selectors, as president of MCC in 
1980-81 and as an active member of the 
Surrey committee. British Prime Minister 
John Major, a lifelong follower of cricket and 
member of Surrey cricket dub, said: “Peter 
May was one of the greatest batsmen English 
cricket has ever produced. He played cricket 
and life in a way few people could match. “He 
will leave behind a legacy of personal and 
cricketing memories that many win treasure,” 
he added. Test debt in 1951, against South 
Africa at hit 13 test hundreds. His highest 
score was the 285 not out he made against the 
West Indies at Edgbaston in 1957. May 
captained England for a record 41 Tests, 
winning 20 and losing only 10. In bis first-class 
career, from 1948-63, he totalled 27,592 runs 
at an average of 51,00 — a tally inducting 85 
centuries. 


Paris- 
Dakar 
Rally to 

set off 

PARIS (AFP) — Hubert Au- 
riol, who won the Paris- 
Dakar rally in 1992 when it 
finished in Cape Town, will 
flag off drivers in the 1995 
race from the foot of the 
Eiffel Tower. 

However, for the second 
year r unn ing the first com- 
petitive stage is raced at Gre- 
nada in Spain January 1. The 
rally sets sail for Africa from 
Spain to miss Algeria because 
of the terro ri st trouble there. 

Aiirial. now race direc tor, 
‘won the rally twice on a 
motorbike before breaking 
both ankles in 1987 ana 
switching to cars. 

He has planned a 
10.066km drive through five 
countries. The 14 rimed 
staged on uncharted routes 
make up 6,169km and a 
speed limit has been iamosed 
for driving through villages 

A satellite-linked compu- 
ter the size of > shoe-box on 
every car and moto rb i ke will 
ensure no-ooe can do a Mark 
Thatcher. The son at the 
former British premier 
gained the rally international 
attention when be got lost in 
the Sahara 10 yean ago. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH MHAKF 

STANHAHWtSCH 


a pessimists paradise 

Eus-Wea vulsmbb. Sooth 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ K 8 2 
:J5 

: 8 5 3 2 

♦ 5-432 

WEST EAST 

♦ AQX0954 3t J70 

72 " Q 10 94 3 

: Q ? 7 4 

♦ K 8 7 6 ♦ A 10 9 

SOUTH 

♦ Void 

7 A E 87 6 

0 A E J 10 0 6 

♦ Q J 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

2 ♦ Pass Pass 

4 V Pan 5 C Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Six of ♦ 

Since nine tricks at no tramp or 
10 in a major «rit wore a* much or 
more than 11 tricks in a minor, chibs 
and dia m o n ds are all bat forgotten 
in duplicate bridge for game pur- 
poses. Parucores or slams in the 
minors are still bid. bat the feeling ia 
you might aa well bid a slam in a 
minor rather than settle for a pedes- 
trian game. 

That is not always correct. When 
this hand waa dealt in a major na- 
tional championship, those pain 
who tried four hearts (the vast ma- 
’) met with their jost desserts 
of the bad break. At a few 
tables. Sooth reached five diamonds 
and even that contract needed care- 
ful play. 

West did well to refrain from 
leading spade*, inetead choosing ■ 
low dub for the initial salvo. The 
defender*. qmcldy hanked the book, 
then continued with a third chib for 
declarer to raff. 

Those declarers who view life 
through rosy spectacles wasted no 
time in going down. They drew two 
rounds of trumps, then started on 
hearts. When West showed out on 
the second heart, two of declarer's 
losing hearts could be ruffed on the 
table, but declarer was still saddled 
with a heart loser. 

The better technicians drew ju*t 
one round of trumps, then 
the two high hearts. Had both de- 
fenders followed, the last trump 
would have been drawxt and the 
hearts established with two mil*. As 
it waa, when West showed o ut bn 
could not raff, declarer was able to 
ruff all three heert losers on the 
table and bring home the &ntncc 


Vim hAa g hi m Bated * Ofenrt Chamy #40 (lrfl> j tia ready to block New York Kokrk*' Hubert David 

Magic beat Bullets in overtime 


LaNDOVER. Mayfcrd (R) Anfctnc* Hviimy 
soured five of tas 29 domes ia overtime to lift the Orlando 
M*gk to timt founi straight victory, a 128-121 triumph 
over the llsmpiBg Washington Bullets Mandat. 

Jftck Anderson scored a seavon-high 35 points and 
SbaqtuRe O’Neal added 28 for the league -best Magic 
(21-5). who handed rise Bullets their ninth kiss in their last 
16 outings. O’Neal fouled out late in the fourth quarter. 

*Tm jart happy to get out of here with a win.” Orlando 
coach Brian Hsu said. "The Bullets fought hard and did an 

^Rookie 1 fuwan Howard had a season- high 24 points and 
14 rebounds and Scon Skiles added 20 points for the 
short-handed Bullets. 

The Bullets have been without scorers Don MadLean 
aiui Rex Chapman for several weeks and lost forward Chris 
Webber with a dislocated shoulder last week. Centre Kevin 
Duckworth sat out with a sore right groin. 

Washington forced overtime by erasing a six-point deficit 
in the final 88 seconds. 

‘Tm not surprised at the way they played,” Hardaway 
said. “They were loose. Even tbouzh they only had nine 
players, they all go am and play hard. They outplayed us in 
the first half. But to win in overtime, without Shaquilie, 
that was big for ns.” 

In Cleveland, Mark Price scored 28 of his season-high 36 
points in the first half when the Cavaliers built a 15-point 
lead en route to their ninth straight win, 123-102 over the 
Boston Celtics. 

Price hit a club-record seven 3-pointers despite not 
playing in the fourth quarter. He was lO-of-16 from the 
field, 7-of-9 from three-point range and a perfect 9-of-9 
from the free throw line in 27 minutes of action. 

_ “I always think Fm in the zone, once 1 bit my first shot,” 
Price said. “Sometimes I am. and sometimes Fm not.” 

Sherman Douglas led Boston with a season-high 19 
points. 

At Minnesota, Pat Durham hit a 3-pointcr with 22 
seconds left, lifting the Tmerwoives to an 82-81 victory 
over the Los Angeles Clippers in a meeting of the league’s 
worst teams. 

“We are the Timberw elves” said Durham, who scored 
eight points. "We don’t rely on artistic performances. We’ll 
-e every win we can get. it doesn't matter.” 


played without leading 

Rider and won for just die sixth time in 25 games. 

The team suspended Rider for one game for missing the 
morning practice. 

Loy Vaught scored 20 points to pace the Clippers, who 
dropped their fifth Straight and are a league-worst 3-23. 

In Portland. Clarence Wcatherspoon scored 21 of his 23 
points in the second half, including the go-ahead basket 
with 1:17 to go. as the Philadelphia 76ers beat the Trail 
Blazers 101-94. 

Dana Banos also scored 23 points and added 10 assists 
for the Sixers, who had lost five strai^.hr to Portland. 

Rod Strickland had 26 points, nine rebounds and nine 
assists for Portland. Clyde Drexler added 25 points. 

In Milwaukee . Eric Murdock came off the bench to score 
five of his 14 points during a decisive 13-1 third-quarter run 
as the Bucks snapped a four-game losing streak with a 
101-97 victory over the New Jersev Nets. 

Vin Baker led ihc with *26 points and Glenn 

Robinson added 25. 


;fugh 28 jrfcams and Kenny 


Outs Morris scored a sc 

Andenon added 23 and 12 lot the Nets, who cut the 

deficit to two in the fourth quarter but could get no closer. 

In Phoenix. Kevin Johnson scored 20 points and Charles 
Barkley and Dan Majcrk added 19 apiece to lead eight 
scorers in double figures as the Suns extended their 
Fra nose- record home winning streak to 25 games with a 
139-113 rout of the Dallas Mavericks. 

The Suns improved to 14-0 at home this season and own 
the best record in the Western Conference at 20-6. 

Barkley also had 12 rebounds and had eight assists. 

Jim Jackson scored a game-high 28 points and Jamal 
Mashbum added 21 for the Mav*. who lost, ibeir third 
straight. 

In Seattle. Sam Perkins poured in a season-high 26 points 
and Detlef Schrempf scored 12 of his 21 points in die first 
quarter as the Supcrsotucs routed the Sacramento Kings 
123-103 to extend their home winning streak to 12 straight. 

The Sonics won their 12th in 14 games. 

Brian Grant scored 23 points for the Kings, who trailed 
throughout. 

In Mil 


iami, Hakeem Olajuwon had 24 points and 12 
rebounds and Mario Elie scored 19 poiQis, including his 
tea m 's first 11 points of the fourth quarter, as the Houston 
Rockets beat the Heat 101-88. 

Knkks’ Oakley to have surgery 

New York Knicks All-Star forward Charles Oakley will 
undergo surgery to correct a congenital dislocation of his 
second right toe. 

Oakley is expected to be sidelined four to eight weeks — 
more bad news for the Eastern Conference champion 
Knicks who are struggling this season wirh a five-game 
losing streak and a mediocre 12-12 record. 

“It’s just too much." Oakley said of the pain in his toe 
after scoring 20 points in New York’s 107-104 loss in 
Chicago Chnstmas Day. "I might as well get it over with.” 

The 31 -year-old Oakley missed four games before 
retnminB to the starting lineup last Thursday in a 93-90 loss 
to Cleveland. He has been bothered by the injury since the 
pre-season. 

Oakley was fitted with a spcdally-fittcd padded sneaker 
to alleviate the pain in his toe after missing four games. But 
he returned to his old sneaker for the Christmas Day game 
after complaining the special sneaker left his ankle vulner- 
able. 

O 
end 

Sacramento. , 

1991. when he sat out with a sore right knee. 

Oakley is averaging 12.5 points and 11.1 rebounds in 20 
games this season. He averaged 11.8 points and 11 . S 
rebounds in helping New York reach the NBA finals last 
season. 



Cleveland 

Houston 

Orlando 

Minnesota 

Milwaukee 

Phoe nix 

Philadelphia 

Seattle 


RESULTS 

123 Boston 
101 Miami 
128 Washington 
82 La Clippera 
X0! New Jersey 
139 Dallas 
101 Portland 
123 Sacramento 


A 

Y 


A 

T 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnema Tel.: 699238 Cinema TcL; 677420 

plaza concord 

Presents: A world famed 
movie picture worth 
watching: 

THE FL1NTSTONES 

Shows: 1230. 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 

The lion King 

for children only 
Shows: 10:30, 1230, 330, 5:00, 6:15 

Roddy Piper — Billy Blanks 
in 

■Back in Action 

Shows: 830, 1030 

CONCORD «l’ 

Sylvester Staflone/Sharon stone 
in 

THE SPECIALIST 

8:15 ' ** 

CONCORD. *2’ 
Mrs. Douhtftre 

Show: 3-5 only. 


102 

88 

121 iOT) 
81 
97 
113 
M 
103 


Tel.; « 18274 - 6182*5 

AI«*»OUN THEATRE 


will aoon present 
Mousa Hijazin 
■ (SUM’AA) 

In trie satirical political 

CO! 



Tel.: 675571 

NabU Al BHasKiinl Theatre 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel ■ 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

~ Presents: 

The political satire: 

AI Salam Ya Salam 

Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sundav is the 
theatre^ holiday. 

in English Sunday 
— Ja>1 uary 15. 1995 





Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1994 



Vikings end 49ers’ winning 
streak to take NFC Central title 


MINNEAPOLIS (R) — The 
Minnesota Vikings, with 
more al stake but without 
their top quarterback, won 
the NFC Central division title 
with a 23-14 victory over the 
league-leading San Francisco 
49ers Monday night. 

Dewayne Washington re- 
turned a fumble 18 yards for 
.a touchdown and Fuad Re- 
veiz lacked two field goals as 
the Vikings (10-6), who 
rested injured quarterback 
Warren Moon, won their 
second division title in three 
years. They will host the Chi- 
cago Bears in a wild-card- 
round playoff game Sunday. 

Sean Salisbury, who had 
not taken a snap this season, 
started in place of Moon. 

The 49ers (13-3), who had 
already clinched the NFC 
West and home field advan- 
tage throughout the entire 
playoffs, saw their 10-game 
winning streak come to an 
end. 

San Francisco benched 
starting quarterback Steve 
Young and receivers Jerry 
Rice and John Taylor early in 
the second quarter and lost 
for the first time since Octo- 
ber 2, against Philadelphia. 

“I think it was the longest 
quarter of my coaching ex- 
perience, the way Steve was 
taking those shots,” San 
Francisco coach George 
Seifert said. 

“I hate games like this,” 
said Rice. ‘“I felt I was getting 
into a groove and then I sat 
down.”* 

Salisbury completed 16-of- 
34 passes for 156 yards. His 
38-yard pass to Qadry Ismail 
set up a one-yard touchdown 
run by Terry Allen that gave 
Minnesota a 21-7 lead with 
nine seconds left in the third 
quarter. 

‘Tin just grateful I got a 
chance, and guys stuck with 
me,” Salisbury said. 

“Sean Salisbury did a solid 
job,” Green said. “I think 
any time you go out and do 
your job as a backup quarter- 
back, it's to operate the off- 
ence, get the team in the end 
zone any chance you can, try 
to win the ballgame. It was 
his first opportunity this year 
and he dip a- good job.” 
Washington picked up a 
fumble by Ricky Watters and 
scooted 17 yards for a touch- 
down with 10:07 left in -the 
first quarter to give Minneso- 
ta a 7-0 lead. 

“I just happened to be in 
the right place at the right 
time,” said Washington, who 
tied the rookie record for 
touchdowns by a defensive 
player with three. “I'm glad 
things worked out for me.” 
Reveiz kicked field goals of 
48 and 27 yards, extending 
his streak of consecutive field 
goals to 28, one behind the 
record set by John Carney of 
the San Diego Chargers in 
1993. 

Reveiz kicked field goals of 
48 and 27 yards, extending 
his streak of consecutive field 
goals to 28, one behind the 
record set by John Carney of 
the San Diego Chargers in 
1993. 

Young completed 12-of-13 
passes for 84 yards, including 
a six-yard touchdown toss to 
Rice on the first play of the 
second quarter that tied it, 
7-7. 

It was the 139th career 
touchdown for Rice, who 
caught four passes for 33 
yards to move one past Steve 
Largent into second place on 
the all-time receptions list 
with 820. Art Monk of the 
New York Jets is the all-time 
leader with 934. 

Reveiz kicked a 48-yard 
field goal on the final play of 
the first half to give Minneso- 
ta the lead for good at 10-7. 
He added a 27-yarder mid- 
way through the third period 
to boost the lead to 13-7. 

Reveiz tied chuck Fore- 
man’s 1975 dub record for 
points in a season with 132. 

Minnesota receiver Cns 
Carter caught three passes 
for 24 yards, extending _ hts 
NFL single-season receptions 
record to 132. 

Allen ran for the two-pomt 
conversion after his touch- 
down to give the Vikings a 

14- point lead. 

Elvis Grbac. who replaced 
Young in the second quMfor. 
threw a one-vard touchdown 
pass to Ed McCaffrey with 
3:53 remaining- Grbac was 

15- of-23 for 184 yards and 
one interception. 

Green was optimistic 
Moon would be ready next 
week. . .. 

“We’re hopeful that the 
progress Warren Moon has 
made last week, he’ll make 
■the same kind of progress tms 
week,” Green said. ‘•If be 
does, there is a good chance 
he will be able to play Sun- 

Asked if he would be ready 
should moon still be side" 
lined, Salisbury said: ‘“? v « 
to. If he plays it’s just a 
feather in our cap, because 


he had such a wonderful 
year. If be isn’t, I have the 
responsibility to my team- 
mates and myself to be ready 
for it.” 3 

Eagles Ore head coach 

The Philadelphia Eagles 
fired Rich Kotite as head 
coach Monday. 

No successor was named, 
but Dick Vermeil, the only 
coach to take the Eagles to 


don’t know if I agree with 
that but 1 have the wannest 
feelings for everybody in this 
organisation.” 

Kotite has been under fire 
since the middle of the sea- 
son, even when the Eagles 
were 7-2 and contending for 
first place in the NFC East. 

The Eagles skidded down 
the stretch, losing their last 
seven games to fall out of the 
playoff picture at 7-9. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 


the Super Bowl, has been -reported Sunday that yenned 
reported) to be considering j? considering an offer from 


returning to the team he quit 
12 years ago due to “burn- 
out.” 

Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie 
met with Kotite Monday - 
morning and then said they 
mutually decided to part 
ways. 

“Rich Kotite and the Phi- 
ladelphia Eagles have de- 
cided to part company,” 
Lurie said at a news confer- 
ence at Veterans Stadium. 

“Rich Kotite will no longer 
be the head coach of the 
Philadelphia Eagles. All 
aspects of his contract will be 
honoured. He is free to pur- 
sue head coaching opportuni- 
ties.” 

Kotite has been mentioned 
as a candidate for the head 
coaching job with the expan- 
sion Carolina Panthers. 

“Coaches are hired to be 
fired,” said Kotite, who had a 
year left on his contract. ”1 


Lurie to serve as the team’s 
general manager or general 
manager and coach. 

According to the Inquirer, 
the 58-year-oid Vermeil met 
for three hours with Lurie 
Friday. 

“I went into the meeting 
without an interest, and I 
came out of the meeting with 
an interest,” VermeQ told the 
newpaper. “We discussed the 
possibilities of general mana- 
ger or general manager and 
coach.” 

Vermeil, who coached the 
Eagles from 1976 through 
1982, said he and Lurie 
agreed to consider the offer 
for a week or two before 
making a decision. 

Vermeil, a college football 
analyst for ABC Sports, com- 
piled a 54-47 record with the 
Eagles and guided the team 
to Super Bowl 15, where they 
were beaten by the Oakland 
Raiders 27-10. 


NFL Standings 

American Football Conference 

Eastern Division 
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10 
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New England (X) 
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0 
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8 
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320 
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0 
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0 
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Cleveland (X) 

11 
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Cincinnati 
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0 

276 

406 

Houston 

2 

14 

0 

226 
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0 

381 

306 

Kansas CUy(X) 
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0 

319 

298 

La Raiders 

9 

7 

0 

303 

327 

Denver 

7 

9 

0 

347 

396 

Seattle 

6 

10 

0 

287 

323 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NEEDED 

Small, busy, privately-owned company looking 

for Executive Secretary: 

. Full time. 

. Excellent English & Arabic. 

. Computer skills. 

Mail or fax CV to: P.O.Box 1J38, Amman 
11118 - Jordan. Fax: 676664 


employment opportunity 

An investment company is seeking to employ capable 
professionals in the following areas: 

1. Production Manager 

Minimum 5 years experience in the field of textiles and 
garment manufacturing industry- . . 

Should have leadership skills and ability to manage a 
workforce exceeding three hundred people. 
Proficiency in English language and college diploma 
required. 

2. Executive Secretary 

Minimum 5 years experience, proficiency in English 
^quage and full competency with ccxnpubri usage. 
- interested should submit a handwritten re- 

quesMr^ EngHsh along with personal CV and telephone 
number to: 

P.O.Box 7245 
Amman /Jordan 

Selected applicants wffl be contacted for interviews 


LEADING INTERNATIONAL BANK 

The bank Ls planning, both to expand in Jordan, and also to open branches | 
in Nablus, Ramallah and Bethlehem. 

/ 

OUTSTANDING RECRUITS are invited to apply. 

Candidates will be gradual**, probably in finance or aoewumns. witha 
on* academic record, possibly obtained overseas. Women candidate 
are welcome Candidates should have strongly customer orientated 
personalities 

Fully competitive salary packages win be paid 

Please immediately forward dfiaflaLCVS showing academic and other 
qualifications, together with grades obtained, and previous work 
experience, W 

Personnel Manager 
PO.Box 9997 
Amman. 


ANZGrimflsys Bank 
Id Jordan since 1925 



Manchester United’s Eric Cantona (centre) tries to keep control of the ball as he is blocked by two defenders (AFP photo) 

Blackburn end United’s shortlived joy 


LONDON (AFP) — Black- 
bum Roveis made a quick 
return to the top of the En- 
glish Premiership Monday 
night with a 3-1 win at Man- 
chester City after reigning 
champions Manchester Un- 
ited had led the table for just 
seven hours following a 3-2 
victory at Chelsea earlier in 
the day. 

Rovers, without manager 
Kenny Dalglish who is re- 
covering from an appendix 
operation, took tire lead early 
in a frenetic first half through 
Alan Shearer's 20th goal of 
the season. 

Mark Atkins pat them 
farther front before Niall 
Q uinn reduced the deficit 
with a trademark header af- 
ter just 20 minutes. 

But any hope of a City 
fightback were killed off mid- 
way through a~ dull second- ' 
half when England full-back 
Graham Le Saux curled a 
brilliant free-kick from 25 
yards over the defensive wall 
and beyond the helpless 
reach of Andy Dibble. 

Manchester United, 
beaten twice in the league by 
Glenn Hoddle’s side last sea- 


son, appeared to be cruising 
to a comfortable victory at 
Stamford Bridge after a Mark 
Hughes goal and an Eric 
Cantona penalty had put 
them in front. 

But a penalty by Scottish 
international John Spencer 
and Eddie Newton's first goal 
for two years 12 minutes from 
time set up the possibility of a 
thrilling reversal. But only 
for a minute. 

While Chelsea were still 
celebrating their remarkable 
comeback, Irish international 
Roy Keane broke free on the 
left and set up Brian McClair 
who swept in his first league 
goal for 14 weeks. 

Chelsea, though, refused 
to accept defeat and only a 
superb save from Gary Walsh 
minuts from the end from 
substitute Mark Stein kept 
United in front. 

United manager Alex Fer- 
guson was dearly relieved 
that his side emerged from 
Chelsea’s second-half assault 
with all three points. 

“It nearly turned into a 
disaster, which I couldn’t en- 
visage at 2-0 up. In the first 
half, we were superb, and 


CARS FOR SALE 

Newly arrived from Germany 

Mercedes 500 SEL, 1982, full options. 
Mercedes 300, diesel, 1983. full options. 

For more information call Tel.: 689066 


maybe getting the penalty so 
early in the second half 
caused us to relax and get 
careless,” he said. 

As speculation mounts ab- 
out his possible transfer to 
Nottingham Forest in ex- 
change for the younger Stan 
Collymore, Mark Hughes 
posted a timely reminder of 
his value to United. 

The veteran Welshman, 
whose age and nationality 
may make him surplus to 
Alex Ferguson’s require- 
ments in rebuilding a side 
capable of challenging for 
European honours, opened 
the scoring with a typically 
bullish effort. 

With perfect timing he slid 
into the box to meet Ryan 
Gigg’s lofted cross for his first 
league goal in two months 
and only his fourth! of . the., 
'season. 

Cantona stretched Un- 
ited’s lead seconds after the 
break after Keane was crude- 
ly challenged by Frank Sinc- 
lair before Gary Pallister’s 
equally bovine treatment of 
Stein allowed Spencer to 
blast home from the penalty 
spot. 

Newton’s fax-post header 
looked to have sealed a su- 
perb fightback by the Lon- 
doners before the efforts of 
Keane and McClair ensured 
that Chelsea's joy was only 
short-lived. 

Liverpool goalkeeper 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Located at Um Uthainah Al Janoubi, near Habibeh 
supermarket Abu Nowas street. Ground floor consisting of 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large salon (European-style). 
200 square metres area with garage, garden. 

Call the owner Fuad Abu Zer. Rent to be paid 
annually. Call tel. 675595 


A NEW CHEVROLET CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid car, Lumina, 4 doors, 6 CYL, 3100 CC, 
red colour, with full options. Full automatic, model 
.1994. Basic price for negotiation JD 13,500. 

Please call for more details and viewing 
from 10 morning to 4:30 p.m. on 26 and 29 
Dec. 1994. Tel.: 689494 
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Ijjili! The British Council 

Commencing the 1st of January 1995 the 
British Council will change its working days of 
the week as follows : 

The main office / management 

Sunday to Thursday ( 7.45 am - 3 pm ) 

Friday and Saturday Closed 

The library, and for the convenience of the 
customers, will be open as follows : 

Sunday to Wednesday ( 30 am- 1,30 am) 
and ( 330 pm -630 pm ) 
Thursday (10 am- 1,30 pm) 

Friday and Saturday Closed 

The Language Centre will continue to operate 
according to the current arrangement as follows : 

Saturday to Wednesday (2pm- 8,30 pm ) 

Thursday and friday Closed 

Registered in England as a charity no. 209131 


David James saved a penalty 
and pulled off a superb 
injury-time save to help the 
Merseysiders to a 2-1 victory 
at lowly Leicester. 

James saved Steve Thomp- 
son's 63rd minute spotkick, 
after John Barnes had trip- 
ped Lee Philpott inside the 
box, and then only seconds 
from the final whistle spread 
himself to keept out a point- 
blank effort from Mark 
Blake. 

Four minutes later Liver- 
pool took the lead through a 
Robbie Fowler penalty, after 
John Scales was pushed in- 
side the box. 

The Merseysiders ex- 
tended their lead on 77 mi- 
nutes, when Fowler and 
Barnes combined for Ian 
Rash to prod home at the 
near post. 

Leicester were reduced to 
ten men towards the end 
when Simon Grayson was 
sent off for his second book- 
able offence but still man- 
aged to reduce the deficit 
when Iwan Roberts rose to 
meet Mark Draper’s free- 
kick. 

Newcastle, with only one 
victory in their previous five 
matches, endured a frustrat- 
ing afternoon with a goalless 
encounter at Leeds but de- 
spite a far greater share of 
possession and goal opportu- 
nities they failed to capitalise. 

Two goals from Guy Wbit- 


tingham on his Sheffield 
Wednesday debut and one 
apiece from Mark Bright and 
the Swede Klas Ingesson — 
his first for the club — put an 
end to Joe Royle’s eight- 
match unbeaten start as 
Everton manager. 

Duncan Ferguson, playing 
his first game since his £4 
million move from Glasgow 
Rangers, put Everton ahead 
before the Merseysiders were 
overrun. 

Nottingham Forest also 
had to be satisfied with a 0-0 
draw, at Coventry, after skip- 
per Stuart Pearce hit the . 
crossbar with a 20th-minute • 
penalty. 

Tottenham enjoyed their, 
first away win under Gerry > 
Francis with a 2-0 win at * 
Norwich in a game that they 
should have won by a I far s 
greater margin. f 

Nick Barmby set Spurs on 
tbeir way after 11 minutes n 
when he swept home Daneo s 
Anderton’s cross from 10 
yards and though the Lon-ai 
doners dominated through- I 
out they failed to make the o 
best of their chances until n- 
Teddy Sheringham struck ar 
two minutes from time. ig 

Republic of Ireland skip- 
per Andy Townsend suffered 
a miserable return from a 
six-game suspension when he 
was sent off after an hoar's 
play in Aston Villa’s 0-0 draw 
with Arsenal at Highbury. 
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The British Bank of the Middle East 

HSBC — ■ 

IfrnArr HSBC CO 



GlobalAccess 


ItPLUS 



Now you can withdraw 
up to JD 500 from our 
ATM Machines using 
your GlobalAccess card. 
Our ATM’s also accept 
all MasterCard and VISA 
cards issued by HSBC 
Group members and any 
VISA card carrying the 
PLUS logo. 

For further information 

contact any of our branches; 

Jebei Hussein 

Tel: 660471/ 2 

Amman Branch 

Tel: 636175/6 

Jebei Amman Branch 

Tel: 643 102/6 

Wahdat Branch 

Tel: 770810, 770130 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE's federal advisory council reconvenes 

ABU DHABI (R) The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
reconvened its consultative Federal National Coundn 
(FNC) on Tuesday, the official Amirates news agency 
reported. The 40-member FNC is made up of nominees by 
the UAE's seven emirates. It usually convenes towards the 
end of the year and its last full session was last summer, an 
official said. The FNC, which has equivalents in other Gulf 
Arab states, meets in public and examines draft laws before 
they are ratified by die UAE's president. Sheikh Zaycd 
Ben Sultan A1 Nab ay an. It has no power of veto but when 
it is in session it can call on ministers to reconsider draft 
laws and make amendments. The FNC was set up in 1972, 
shortly after the formation of the UAE from what were 
previously British protectorates. 

Tanker captain awaits UAE collision report 

ABU DHABI (R) — The captain of an oil tanker ruptured 
in a collision with another ship in March is being kept in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) until investigators report on 
the accident, a British official said on Tuesday. Lau 
Chung-Hui, 45, has had his British passport taken away 
and is not allowed to leave the UAE, said Trevor Lewis, 
third secretary at the British embassy in Dubai. He is 
staying in a hotel in Dubai, waiting for the report to be 
made to the prosecutor in the UAE emirate of Fujairah. 
Captain Lau was master of the Seki, a Panama-registered 
supertanker which shed thousands of tonnes of 03 into the 
sea off Fujairah afteT a collision with the smaller UAE- 
owned Baynunah in March. “We hope (the prosecutor) 
makes a positive decision and Captain Lau is released 
soon,” Mr. Lewis told Reuters by telephone. Mr. Lewis 
said be did nt know when the investigators might submit 
their report and added: “We hope it’s soon." The 
government of Fujairah could daim damages if one of the 
parties is found responsible for the accident, which led to 
oil from the Seki washing ashore and blackening a stretch 
of Indian Ocean coastline. Both ships have been repaired 
since the accident and are sailing again, a shipping source 
said. 

Thieves of Baghdad rob ambassador’s house 

BAGHDAD (R) — Thieves handcuffed an Asian ambas- 
sador and burglarised his Baghdad house days after be fled 
a previous raid and threatened to close his embassy unless 
the government provided protection, a newspaper said on 
Tuesday. Babel, the paper run by President Saddam 
Hussein’s eldest son Uday, did not give the diplomat's 
name or nationality. “The house of an Asian ambassador 
came under armed assault but he managed to flee through 
the window and bead for the Foreign Ministry asking for 
protection for his house,” the paper reported. It said the 
diplomat threatened to close the embassy and leave for his 
home country if protection was not provided. But after 
some days, while he was still waiting for protection, armed 
thieves struck again, handcuffed and gagged him and 
burglarised bis house, the paper said. It gave no further 
details. 

Indonesia to send 180,000 pilgrims to S. Arabia 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, home to the world’s largest 
Muslim population, plans to send ISO. 000 people to Saudi 
Arabia next year on the annual Haj pilgrimage. Trans- 
portation Minister Haryanto Danutirto said on Tuesday, 
ta Danutirto told reporters after meeting President 
Suharto the number who had registered for the trip was 
higher than this year’s 163,000 pilgrims. “We need 24 
charter airplanes to carry those people, we already have an 
agreement for 13 airplanes," he said. About 350 Indone- 
sians died on the pilgrimage in 1994, mostly because of 
illness. Five others were tilted during a stampede near 
Mecca. 


Mufti to denounce terrorism on U.S. visit 

CAIRO (AFP) — The mufti of Egypt, Sheikh Sayyed 
Tantawi, will give talks on Islam's rejection of terrorism 
during a 10-day visit to the United States beginning on 
Monday, the government daily A1 Ahram reported. The 
mufti is known for bis moderate views, in contrast with the 
imam of A2 Azhar, the highest Sunni Muslim authority, 
Sheikh Gad A1 Haq Ali Gad A1 Haq. The mufti, who has 
been invited by the Anglican Church, wiE attend a series of 
seminars under the theme “Islam and Peace” and will talk 
about “Islam’s rejection of terrorism,” the daily said. 
Around 540 people have died since militan ts began a 
campaign in March 1992 aimed at overthrowing the 
Egyptian government. 

1 killed, another injured in Tehran bank raid 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Two gunmen attacked a bank in the 
Iranian capital, fatally wounding the security guard and 
injuring a female employee, official sources said Tuesday. 
The attack occurred Monday on a branch of the Bank-e- 
Melli (national bank) in Seyed Jamaleddin Assadabarii 
street in northern Tehran. The gunmen escaped after a 
shoot-oat with the security guard, who was critically hurt 
and died later in hospital. 


Wife batters husband for refusing to celebrate ! 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian women battered her 
husband almost to death after he said he would not take her 
out to celebrate the New Year, A1 Ahram daily reported. 

! The 27-year-old woman told police she could not control j 
< her fury when her husband said they did not have enough 
, money to go out on New Year’s Eve. She attacked him with 
a “big stick” as he lay in bed and beat him until neighbours 
: broke down the door to save him, the paper said. The 
i woman is being kept in custody until her husband decides 
\ whether to press charges against her, it added. 

\ Somali group calls for Islamic government 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Somalia’s largest Islamic orea- 
i nisation, the A1 Itihad A 1 Islam (Unity of Islam), Tuesday 
i appealed to the Somalis not to recognise any future 
, government in the country if it was not based on the Islamic 
law. “We will support only an Islamic government based on 
the Koran,” said Ahmad Bile Hassan, the information 
officer for the organisation. He, however, ruled out an 
Algerian-style armed struggle against any government by 
the Unity of Islam. “We will just withhold our coopera- 
] tion,” he added. Somalia has been without a government 
j Since the overthrow of dictator Mohammad Siad Banc m 
1 1991 and efforts by the United Nations to bring different 
factions together to discuss the establishment of a govern- 
ment of national unity have Med. The Somalia National 
Alliance (SNA) faction led by Mohammad Farah Aideed 
said earlier this month may soon form a government in 
Mogadishu, after an on-going “national conference’’ con- 
vened by General Aideed last month. Gen. Aideed’s rival, 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad, warned that the formation of 

f overnment by the SNA leader would lead to the intensi- 
cation of inter-clan warfare the strife-torn Horn of Africa 
country. AJ Itihad has supported the establishment of 
Islamic courts which have been dispensing the sharia law, 
including ordering amputations for thieves and floggings 
for adultery in northern Mogadishu. An Islamic court 
recently ordered the stoning to death of man accused of 
raping a woman. 


Bahraini 
opposition 
calls for 
dialogue 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Two banned Bahraini opposi- 
tion gro up s on Tuesday cal- 
led on the government to 
open dialogue with Shiite 
Muslim protest leaders to end 
conflict which bas left an 
estimated 15 people dead in 
the Gulf state. 

“The only way out of the 
crisis anssts of opening a dialogue 
with the Islamic figures over 
their demands, and to free all 
people arrested during the 
riots,” the Popular Front and 
tiie National Front said in a 
joint statement received 
here. 

“Resorting to ambiguous 
methods will not help the 
problem, because it was 
ignoring the Bahraini peo- 
ple's political and economic 
demands that led to the cri- 
sis.” 

Another opposition group, 
the Islamic Front for the Li- 
beration of Bahrain, said 
police arrested some 2,200 
people during two weeks of 
violence between Shiite Mus- 
lims and security forces which 
erupted after the detention of 
Shiite deric Sheikh Ali Sal- 
man on Dec. 5. 

The sheikh had demanded 
the restoration of parliament, 
suspended since 1975. 

It was the worst violence in 
Bahrain since the former 
British protectorate became 
independent in 1971. / 

The clashes left 15 dead, 
eleven demonstrators and 
four policemen, according to 
the opposition, but author- 
ities only reported the death 
of one person, a policeman. 

Lorry-loads of riot police 
on Tuesday posted on the 
outskirts of the main Shiite 
Muslim areas in Bahrain to 
prevent further dashes, said 
witnesses contacted by tele- 
phone from Cyprus. 

Bahraini authorities say 
Shiites make up 35 per cent 
of the population, but inde- 
pendent sources have put the 
figure at between 55 and 60 
per cent. 

Iran's ambassador to 
Bahrain, Jawad Turk Abadi. 
has left for Tehran to attend a 
gathering of Iranian envoys 
in the region, an Iranian 
embassy spokeswoman said. 

The spokeswoman said 
Mr. Abadi left Manama on 
Saturday night and was due 
to return next Saturday. 

Mr. Abadi's departure fol- 
lowed Bahrain’s recall of its 
ambassador in Tehran, Sami 
Khalil A1 Moayyed, for con- 
sultation. Mr. Moayyed re- 
turned to Bahrain last Thurs- 
day. 

The move has triggered 
rumours of souring relations 
between Iran and Bahrain. 

But the embassy spokes- 
woman said: “Abadi’s depar- 
ture has no link with anything 
whatsoever. He is coming 
back next Saturday.” 

Bahrain’s prime minister, 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Salman 
A1 Khalifa, told Bahraini 
businessmen on Sunday that 
a group from abroad had 
tried to stir up street violence 
“to disrupt the peace, stabil- 
ity and brotherhood of 
Bahrain’s single family.” 



Sultan Qaboos Ben Said of Ommt exchanges Grdf Mr. Rafeferttrad to Israd wyta* 
presentswSh Prime Mhfcier YtaWt be ibcMkMk £>« 

Rabin in Muscat, during the ftrat-evtr visit by peace pnetss « Mavdxy (AFP pinto) 
an Xsracfl of govenuseat la as Arab 

Gulf states edge towards 
formal ties with Israel 


DUBAI (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin made a surprise visit 
to Oman on Monday for 
talks with Sultan Qaboos: 
in the first ever trip to a 
Gulf Arab state by a head 
of government from the 
Jewish state. 

Mr. Rabbani secretly left 
Tel Aviv for Oman early 
Monday on board an air 
force plane with his milit- 
ary advisor General Danny 
Yatom and cabinet chief 
Shimon Shoves. 

The three returned to 
Israel at dawn Tuesday. 

Israel had no diplomatic 
ties with any of the su Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) members — Oman, 
Qatar. Bahrain, Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

But Israels television said 
the Jewish state could 
establish ties with Oman at 
flic level of interest seasons 
carts next year. 

The offteral Omani News 
Agency fONA) said: “The 
Omari sovereign and the 
Israeli prime minister met 
to give a boost to the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
to support efforts to secure 
a comprehensive and fair 
peace m the region.” 

Their meeting came as 
part of "Oman’s support 
for the peace process, for 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
accord and that concluded 
between Israel and Jordan” 
on Oct. 26, the agency 
added. 

Oman and the rest of the 
GCC lifted the indirect 
economic boycott of firms 
dealing with Israel at the 
end of September. 

“This visit proves that 
the Sultanate of Oman, like 
the other Gulf monarchies, 
is well underway in the 
process of normalisation 
with Israel," an Arab di- 


plomat m Bahrain fold 
AFP. 

“Oman has always 
adopted a sharph different 
attitude to Israel than tu 
GCC partners." the diplo- 
mat added. 

Oman was the only Gulf 
country not io break off 
tics with Egypt after it 
signed a peace weary with 
Israel in he pointed 
out. 

But no* *■ everything has 
changed smee the G995-9I* 
Guff crow, and the Gulf 
countries who were hesi- 
tant teem to accept the idea 
of ttubltifcing ucj ««h 
Israel.” he said 

Saudi Arthi’i ftfgtwu 
rehpous authority, mufti 
Sheikh Abdul A ear Sett 
Saz, laid for the firu nose 
last wot* that * "perma- 
nent peace be rat er, Arafcs 
and Israelis" w*a pcss&te 

The sheikh afro maSher 
wai n qk opposed to Me*- 
hm* varnog boh tries in 
lKraeli**‘xna£xcd” Bail 
Jerusalem. 

The Arab diptomas said 
the mufti's comments “re- 
flect the Saudi govern- 
ment's point of view, which 
does not dare, however, to 
speak ii aloud in case it 
further stirs up the conflict 
between it and Islamic fun- 
damentalists.” 

Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Ja- 
ber A1 Ahmad Al Sabbah 
said in October that di- 
plomatic ties with Israel 
were possible once peace 
was secured in the Middle 
East. 

Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin said 
during a visit to Oman last 
month that diplomatic rela- 
tions between Israel and 
several Arab countries 
could be established in “the 
very near future.” 

An Israeli foreign minis- 
try official said ar the time 


shat Mr. Bohn was to ic- 
curc an accord with Oman 
to open interest sections in 
Muscat end Tci Aviv. 

Muscat immediately de- 
nied the report. 

Oman was the first Gulf 
Arab country to host an 
official Israeli delegation, 
during multilateral negotia- 
ooos oa water resources 
last April. 

It oho received a com- 
mittee of around 100 ex- 
perts, notably from Israel. 
m nod-Octobcr as part of 
the muitilaterai track of the 
peace process. 

A senior Israeli official, 
who asked not to be 
named, said Oman was in- 
terested to cooperation 
with Israel in the Adds of 
desalination, water recycl- 
ing, telecommunications, 
Kwrisrq and solar energy. 

For its part Bahrain 
hosted an Israeli delegation 
headed by Environment 
Minister Yosti Sarid to 
main lateral talks on the en- 
vironment oa October 25. 

Isrod cur re n tly has offi- 
cial relations with five of 
the Arab League's 22 mem- 
bers. Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said recently be 
hoped to doable that num- 
ber in 1995. 

Egypt became the first 
Arab country to establish 
ties with Israel in 1979. 
Jordan and Israel opened 
embassies in Tel Aviv and 
Amman this month follow- 
ing their October peace 
treaty. 

Morocco announced last 
Sept, it would open liaison 
offices with the Jewish 
state. Tunisia and Israel 
next announced they were 
opening interest sections, a 
lower level of diplomatic 
ties, at the Belgian embas- 
sies in Tunis and Tel Aviv. 


JRabbani | 
ready for 
truce, not 
resignation 

KABUL (AFP) — Afghan 
Pretide nt Burhaneddm Rab- 
bani has declared a unilateral 
ceasefire in war-tom Kabul, 
but has not announced his 
expected resignation from 
office, an official presidential 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

"President Rabbani has 
reiterated that he is ready to 
step down, but he believes a 
unilateral transfer of power 
will nos solve Afghanistan's 
problems." Mr. Rabbani ‘s 
press spokesman Abdul Aziz 
Murad said. 

The statement came after 
senior pro- Rabbani officials 
had indicated that he would 
likely step down at the end of 
his two-year term of office 
late this month. 

But observers here said the 
fact that Mr. Rabbani would 
not resign unless a legitimate 
interim body *© assure a 
transfer of power had been 
agreed upon, was not a new 
development as this had al- 
ways been his stated position. 

&ttt it still re mai ns to be 
seen whether the preskfenrs 
mam rival. Hcxn-c-hlami 
faction leader Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, will agree to Mr. 
Rabbani remaining in office 
after the Dec. 29 deadline, 
they said. 

“The state has called on 
the opposition to nominate a 
delegation for talks on a for- 
mula for the transfer of pow- 
er and agree m e n t on a new 
leader.’* declared Mr. 
Morad, 

It is understood that a de- 
legation sent by Mr. Rabbani 
wul meet with a similar body 
from Mr. Hekmatyar'* camp 
Tuesday in order to discuss 
these issues. 

Mr. Morad expressed his 
disappointment with the Un- 
ited Nations, whose special 
representative Mahmoud 
Meson has been trying <— 
unsuccessfully — to 'resolve 
the Afghan leadership emis. 

■*Wc have waited for the 
U N. to come up with a 
formula for a solution to the 
Afghan problems but they 
have not.” Mr. Morad said. 

Foreign analysis agree that 
without a permanent high- 
ranking presence In Kabul, 
the U.N. cannot exert lever- 
age over the various, warring 
Afghan factions, who are now 
showing greater readiness to 
negotiate than at any time in 
the past. 

Despite the fact that a 
small colony of foreign aid 
workers and journalists has 
permanently stayed in Kabul 
through the 30 months of 
in-fighting since the rebels 
captured the Afghan capital 
in April 1992, the U.N. has 
always cited the lack of secur- 
ity here as a reason for 
staying away. 

The announcement of a 
“permanent ceasefire” by the 
pro-Rabbani side may lure 
the United Nations rack to 
Kabul, where the war-weary 
citizens face the trials of a 
cold and hungry winter. 

Foreign aid workers in 
Kabul hope that a mutual 
agreement on a ceasefire 
might also lead to an end of 
the military blockade by Mr. 
Rabbanfs opposition forces. 
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Israel draws new borders on W. Bank 


MAALE ADUMIM, occu- 
pied West Bank (AFP) — 
Brick by brick, Israel is ex- 
tending greater Jerusalem 
and marking out its future 
borders in the occupied West 
Bank by establishing new 
facts on the ground. 

More and more smar t red- 
roofed houses dot die barren 
hill overlooking the 
Jenraalem-Jericho road. 

An entire district threaded 
with streets with Biblical 
names has appeared in Maale 
Adumim, six kilometres from 
Jerusalem. 

The dormitory town was 
founded in 1982 under a 
rightwing Israeli government 
which wanted to annex the 
whole of the West Bank. 

But it has also flourished 
since July 1992 under the 
Labour government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
which {Hedged in the 1993 
declaration of principles to 
launch limited Palestinian 
seif-rule in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

In the past two yean 5,000 
Israelis attracted by easy ac- 
cess to mortgage s na ve 
moved to Maale Adamian, 
making ft foe largest Jewish 
settlement in the occupied 
territories, with a total of 

20,000 inhabitants and 4,500 
homes. 

“The freeze on settlements 

ordered by foe Rabin govern- 
ment b»* never concerned 
us,” said the municipal au- 
thority’s spokeswoman, Grit 

Eliahn. 

“Oar settlement is backed 


by a consensus of opinion in 
Israel, and the state wants to 
bolster the Jewish presence 
around Jerusalem.” 

The town authorities want 
to expand it further by doubl- 
ing the number of inhab itants 
in the next years and building 

5,000 more homes. 

Maale Adumim’s main 
problem is that ft is situated 
in foe occupied West Bank 
and not in East Jerusalem, 
which Israel seized and 
“annexed" in 1967. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are currently negotiating the 
extension of Palestinian self- 
rule over the West Bank and 
a redeployment of Israeli 
troops away from urban areas 
ahead of Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

Limited autonomy was 
launched in Gaza and the 
/ericho enclave in May. 

“Our efforts are aimed at 
Hi king Maale Adumim to 
Jerusalem so we will noc 
«Mne under the power of the 
Palestinian Authority," 
"mayor” Beany Kachriel told 
AFP. 

In October the town 
moved closer to its goal by 
extending its area by six 
square kilometres, to 50 sq 
kilometres. It r.ov.- retches 
from Jerusalem to the Dead 
Sea. 

Construction is also boom- 

mg m most settlements within 
a 10-15 kilometre radios of 
Jerusalem, and in foe eastern 
• sector of the Holy City, ring- 
mg the old Arab districts. 

The construction of around 



10,000 new homes will start 
us 1995 in East Jerusalem, 
where a whole district 
called Har Horn* will be cre- 
ated. 

. “Israel is probing back its 

bcu~ rie* wjfo bulldozers,** 
Palestinian geographer Halil 
2“£i? “2j£ ne r‘>- Mr. 

luraxji markfm annate de- 
tail on his tins foe daily 
pattern of Jeijph settlement. 

“Even if sftiemew is aot 
pressing ahe* everywhere at 
the same py. the Jewish 
state is conxpring to nibble 


away at oar land,” he tokl 

Outside “greater” Jeru- 
salem. foC‘. Israeli budding 
boom is maWy following foe 
old ceasefire fine between 
Israel and Jordan, such as at 
Aifci Mea»b£, a residential 
district of '40Q0 inhabitants 
perched a hill 15 

kilometres of Tel Aviv. 

“We wot® very worried 
when Laboi!* 0 * to power, 
but conffcfflgpce has re- 
turned," *af ||*be municipal 
spokesman, ffa 3 * Hai. 


“The construction of 150 
houses, which had been 
frozen, has just been autho- 
rised by the government. De- 
mand is very high and prices 
have already risen by 10 per 
cent/’ 

Optimism has also re- 
turned to Ariel, * settlement 
of 13,000 inhabit- Jits deeper 
inside the West Bank. 

“The government has au- 
thorised the construction of 
140 homes and 1Q0 were sold 
in four days. People do not 
believe that Ariel could be 
dismantled oae day.” said 
municipal spokeswoman San- 
dra Baraz. 

Mr. Rabin has rejected 
Palestinian demands to evict 
settlers from the occupied 
territories during the five- 
year interim period of self- 
rule, but his government has 
announced a freeze on new 
construction. 

The issue of settlements 
and the future of Jerusalem 
will be dB s ciisaod in negotia- 
tions on foe final status of the 
Palestinian territories, due to 
start in May 1996. 

In the heart of the West 
Bank. Jewish settlers are get- 
ting round (he government 
freeze by building new homes 
with private finance and 
pushing back enclosure 


fo Hebron, where a Jewish 
extremist massacred more 
than 30 Palestinians in Febru- 
ary, wafers have announced 
foe launch of two new con- 
struction projects financed by 
private donations. 


China's MPs 
want minimum 
education 
funding level 

HONG KONG (AFP> — 
Chinese lawmakers have cal- 
led for a minimum state fund- 
ing level for education to be 
M( into law and for the evtab- 
bshrocnr of private svhooU. 
in a bid to case chronic cadi 
shortages in the country's 
educational system, a report 
said Monday, Qu Gcping. a 
member of the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress iNPC: parlia- 
ment} standing committee 
thar discussed the draft 
education law, said the prop- 
ortion of gross, national pro- 
duct (GNPI devoted to 
education should be stipu- 
lated in foe bill, the Xinhua 
News Agency said “Current 
funds, or 2.6o per cent of the 
GNP. can never meet the 
demand of educating the 
Chinese people.’’ he was 
quoted by foe official ageney 
a? saying in a dispatch moni- 
tored here- Qu also proposed 
a special education tax ami 
called for more schools to be 
set up by individuals and 
organisations in a bid to draw 
more money into the educa- 
tion system. The draft law 
would" allow the establish- 
ment of private schools, hut 
leaves the drawing up of 
“specific regulations'* to Chi- 
na's cabinet, the State Coun- 
cil, the dispatch added. But 
some legislators warned that 
if the proposal to allow pri- 
vate schools were adopted by 
the NFC. schools would be 
carefully scrutinised to pre- 
vent profiteers from using the 
ruling to “make exhorbitant 

S ufits.” Xinhua said, “Most 
wmaker* have been wor- 
ried about teachers whose 
salaries have been delayed or 
have even gone unpaid by 
some local governments, 
something which t& becoming 
quite common across the 
country." Xinhua said. 

Simpson enjoying 
special priviiiges 
In fall 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Football star O.J. Simpson, 
who w on trial for murder, is 
enjoying special treatment in 
jail including daily showers 
and unlimited weekend visi- 
tors, the Los Angeles Tunes 
reported Monday. The report 
i said most inmates such as 
: Simpson who are in isolation 
also are given just one hour 
weekly in the crowded visi- 
tors' room, while Simpson is 
( allowed unlimited no-comaet 
visits with girlfriend Paula 
Barbieri. Some public defen- 
ders are up in arms at foe 
special treatment given the 
former football star and 
actor, the paper reported, as 
their often poor clients get 
anything but kid-gloves treat- 
ment from the judicial sys- 
tem. Simpson also was 
allowed to welcome visitors 
on Christmas, while the 6,000 
other prisoners at the Los 
Angeles County’s Men's 
Central Jail bad no such holi- 
day privilege. the Times said. 
Citing records and inter- 
views. the newspaper also, 
said Simpson was given unli- 
mited use of the attorney 
visiting area on weekends, 
was allowed to sleep later 
than other prisoners and 
could use about 14 hours 
daily outside his cell for exer- 
cise'. watching television or 
making telephone calls. 

Tokyo to 
compensate for 
aircraft noise 

TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese government was 
ordered by a court u> pay ISO 
million yen (Si. 8 million) to 
213 residents living near an 

airbase in compensation f,, r 

distress caused by noise from 
military aircraft. But the high 
court in Katuirawu, a provin- 
cial city northwest of Tokyo, 
rejected u plea from the resi- 
dents co Halt Japanese and 
U.S. military flights using the 
Komatsu Base near (he Sea 
of Japan. Presiding Judge 
Atsuko Sa&amoiu said the 
operation of Japanese milit- 
ary craft comes under the 
jurisdiction of the Mate minis- 
ter for defence, and cannot 
be contested in a civil suit. 
She also refused to pu.vs ad- 
judgement on a high political 
argument by the plantiffe. 
who claim the wry existence 
of Japan's, self-defence forces 
is constitutional. Japan's 
potf-World War II constitu- 
tion renounces war and bans 
the use of force in settling an 
international conflict Anti- 
war activists, have led a cam- 
paign to dtwedit the self- 
defence forces as unconstitu- 
tional. 
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